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SC clears Pepsi of any 
» liability in promotional 
l flap 14 years ago 


After Pancake House, | Japan to withdraw | Spain sails 
cash-flushed Lorenzos | its550troopsfrom | into World Cup 
tofeastonGoldilocks | Iraq by July | second round 


RP wins 3 awards 
in 53rd Cannes int'l 
advertising festival 


Marines’ No. 3 resigns, 
cites political pressure 


New mountain to scale 


P.H LLAPIBI for Everest climbers 


By Dona Pazzibugan Я 


‘THE THIRD HIGHEST OFFICIAL OF THE 8,000- 
‘strong Marine Corps has resigned his post, ex- 


prossing disgust over alleged politicking in the mil- 


tary service. 
Со. Orlando de Leon of Philippine Miltary 


Academy Class '82 quitas chief of staff of the Ma- 


rine Corps last week. 


Another 
militant 
killed in 
Negros Or. 


By Carla Gomez 

PDI Visayas Bureau 
Edwin О, Fernandez 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


MARINESTAIS 


GUNMEN WEARING HOODS OVER 
their heads yesterday shot dead a human 
rights worker in Negros Oriental, a day 
alter motorcycle-riding assassins gunned 
down two broadcast journalists їп Kida- 
pawan City in Mindanao, 

"The latest spate of killings brought to 

at least 232 the number of militants 
Killed since President Macapagal-Arroyo 
took office in 2001, and to 44 the nui 
ber of media people murdered during 
uat period. 
f "The attacks on political activists and 
journalists have continued despite 
pledges from the national police that 
they would take steps to stop them. 

Eladio Dasi-an, 37, a volunteer for the. 
Karapatan human rights group, was rid- 
ing оп a motorcycle when a jeep carrying 
four men bumped into him in Guihul- 
лап town, according to his colleagues. 

"The four men then got out and shot 
him. 

Prior to his murder, Dasi-an had re- 
ceived death threats from an alleged mil- 
itary intelligence man, Karapatan Ne- 
gros secretary general Fred Cana 
claimed in a talk with the Inqunen. 

"This is the result of the P1 billion (ап. 
tiinsurgency fund) released by GMA,” 
said Roberto de Castro, secretary general 
of the militant party-list group Bayan 

ANOTHER/AIS 


[сап centers 


L4 
to earn $7.3B 


by year 2010 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


ANNUAL FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARN- 
ings from Philippine call centers are ex- 
petted to nearly triple within the next 
Five years as the industry expands and 
becomes more efficient in the daytime 
use ofits workstations, an industry lead- 
er said yesterday. 

Rainerio Borja, a director of the Con- 
tact Center Association of the Philip- 
pines, said annual earnings of local call 
Centers would grow to $7.3 billion by 
2010, up nearly 300 percent from pro- 
ested earnings of $2.6 billion this year. 

"Speaking at the opening of the tw 
дау Call Center Conference and Expo 
2006 being held at the Edsa Shangri-La 
Hotel in Mandaluyong Ску, Borja said 
the number of people employed by the 
industry would likewise increase 182 
percent to 506,500 call center agents 
compared to only 179,000 this year 

"The number of work stations or 
agents seats are expected to expand to 
300,000 in 2010 from 112, 

Sent, according to Borja, 
president of People Support a call enter 
firm. 

Citing figures from the industry asso- 
ation and the government, Borja told 
the annual industry conference фаг сай 

CALL CENTERS AS 
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By Blanche S. Rivera 
FROM EVEREST TO BIAK- 
na-Bsto. 
Leo Oracion and Erwin 
Emata, the first Filpinos to 
reach the worlds highest 
peak, have come along way 
to save the national park in 
Newmountan/as 2585 


Gov't troops going 
ull blast vs NPAs 


Nationwide quake 


Чеш: Duck;coi er, hati] DND to pull 


hold= 


out VIPs’ 


YESTERDAY'S NATIONWIDE EARTH- 
quake drill was marked by bells and 
sirens sounding, and students and teach- 
ers heeding the operative words "duck, 
cover and hold," 

The exercise went smoothly and un- 
eventfully in certain schools all over the 
‘country. But some schools did not eve 
know, or learned too late, that such adr 
had been ordered, 

At the 8,000-square-meter Sta. Elena 


High School in Marikina City, one ofthe 
152 pilot schools chosen 
xay and high 


called for three students to be knocked 
unconscious and 17 wounded— plus a fire 
breaking out in the cafeteria 

The drill was attended by President 


IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY, this is the way to go, teacher Sandra Gayao instructs 
her Grade I pupils at the Doña Josefa Elementary School in Baguio City. Quake 
preparedness drills were conducted citywide. 


TODISSONRNOROI NOATEN LUZON BREU 


HOW TO KEEP BABIES SAFE: The nationwide earthquake drill on Tuesday focused on schoolchildren in 152 pilot 
elementary and high schools. Nurses at the Manila Doctors Hospital on UN Avenue in Ermita, Manila, also participated 
cradling infants confined at the neo-intensive care unit under a table to keep them safe from falling objects. 


No lessons 
learned from 
7.8 Baguio 
earthquake 


By PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—THE NATIO! 
wide earthquake drill on Tues- 
day raised old ghosts about 
Baguio's vulnerability to another 
powerful tremor, according to 
Jocal engineers, teachers and 
rescue workers. 

The city was nearly wiped out. 
by the intensity-7.8 earthquake 
that rocked Luzon in 1990. Me- 
dia images of the shattered tow- 
ersof the Hyatt Terraces Baguio 
provided the country with last- 
ing portraits of the devastation 
that killed about 2,000 resi- 
dents, students and tourist. 

But 16 years after the quake, 
firefighters who joined the drill 
said they were surprised to still 
find meter-wide corridors ata 
local elementary school and high 
school, when almost all ofthe 
urban plans drawn up after the. 
1990 quake urged building re- 
forms for most of these institu- 

The flow of exiting students 
was obstructed by classroom 
doors that swing outward, said 

NOLESSONS/AB 


bodyguards 
for combat 


By Dona Pazzibugan, 
Christian V. Esguerra 
and Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


MOVING FULL BLAST 
against communist rebels, 
defense officials yesterday 
announced they would pull 
out soldiers doubling as 
bodyguards of politicians 
and VIPs and send them into 
battle, as Church leaders ap- 
pealed to Malacafiang to 
give peace a chance. 


On top of the 1,500 soldiers already 
recalled from Mindanao, Defense Secre- 
tary Avelino Cruz said the military would 
throw 3,000 more fresh troops into the 
war with New Peoples Army rebels in 
Luzon. 

"We are recalling soldiers assigned 
with other departments and from the se- 
curity detail of civilians. We will also re- 
call 453 troops detailed with the Philip- 
pine Sports Commission after the Doha 
(Asian) Games (in December). This is 
approximately 3,000 troops," he said. 

‘One of the military top counterinsur- 
gency fighters, Maj. Gen. Jovito Pal 
paran, said he planned to deploy soldiers 
in 118 towns and 12 cities of Central Lu- 
zon to help President Macapagal-Arroyo 
їп her goal of defeating the insurgency 
within her term, or at least wipe the in- 
surgents out in "critical" areas in Luzon 
‘within two years. 

Leaders of the country's Roman 
Catholic Church voiced their concern 
and called on the Arroyo administration 
to go back to the negotiating table 

“it would beer if the government 
would just continue with the peace talks. 
Tm wondering why they abandoned the 
peace talks,” said Bishop Deogracias 
Tniguez, head of the CBCP Commission 
on Public Affairs. 

Iniguez said the government would not 
be able to wipe ош the 37-year-old insur- 
gency "even if you kil all NPA rebels” and. 
armed: "Ics like а hydra—you cut off one. 
head and there are sill many others to 
contend with,” Iniguez said. 

Msgr. Pedro Quitorio, spokesperson of 
the Catholic Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines, said the Arroyo administra- 
tion should learn from history that the 
insurgency cannot be defeated by mili- 
tary force 

st presidents starting from Cory 
(Aquino) didn't solve the insurgency. Vi- 


GI pal who invited Nicole to Subic ‘feels guilty’ 


By Volt Contreras 


WELL AHEAD OF THE ACTUAL VER- 
diet, someone already pleaded "guilty" 
in the Subic rape trial yesterday—and 
he was an American. 

Мо, he was not one of the four accused 
US Marines. It was US Navy serviceman 
Christopher Mills, who described himself 


as a friend of the Fi 
"Nicole." 

Mills had Invited Nicole and her sister 
to join him on a vacation at the Subic 
Freeport where the alleged crime took 
place. 

"Т felt guilty.. sorrow... because they 
were friends of mine," Mills, a 27-year- 
old petty officer on the US Navy ship 


ino complainant 


Stockham, told the Makati City court as 
the 14th witness for the prosecution. 
“I wouldn't want anything bad to hap- 


200: 
pen to them, They wouldn't have been 
there ifl hadn't invited them,” Mills, who. 
had flown in from the United States, said 
during direct examination by state pros- 
'ecuror Elizabeth Berdal. 

Mills said he befriended Nicole and 


her family in Zamboanga City in July 
ing the café 
ide a Philip- 


5. He recalled freque 
by the victim's family in 
pine miliary base in Zamboanga City 
Whenever the USS Stockham docked to 

get supplies. 
His appearance marked another emo- 
tional episode for Nicole. Before the 1 p.m. 
СЯ 


olence against violence is not the solu 
tion,” Quitorio sad. 

"The last informal talks between the 
administraion and the communists 
were held in Augus last year. 

Referring to tho 1,500 batüe-tested 
troops that have arrived at Camp Nakar 
în Lucena Ску from Mindanao, Cruz told 
reporters: "or now, is just these three 
battalions but we are forming additional 
battalions.” 

Cruz had previously announced plans 
torecall military troops assigned as secu 
riy details of government officials and 
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Does your savings account 2 
А This on S. 
give you this much power? iis one does 


* High daily ATM withdrawable limit 
* No transaction fees in over 3,000 ATMs nationwide 


* No maintaining balance 


* Upto 5% p.a. interest rate 


tibank Savings, 
r Savings Account. 
Now ready to serve you nationwide, Citibank Sav 
what you've been looking for: a savings ассс 


the demands of your high-p 


Start earning 296 p.a. with 
The higher the balance, the hi 


Open a Power Savings Account today. 
Call or visit any Citibank Savings branch for more details. 


Familiar? c 


E 


Of course it does. 


It's the same protruding belly you try to suck in when you squeeze into 
those low-rise jeans. The same bulge that mocks you everyday in the mirror 
when you're changing. It's the fat, bloated tummy that makes you want 
to tum off the lights whenever your man's with you. It's big and ugly and 
just won't flatten out no matter what kind of diet and crunches you do. 


End your misery over your fat belly. Get up and do something, 
Call our slimming professionals NOW. 


eae | 


3 FREE Tummy 
Flattening Treatments 


“upon enrollment between, June 19-24, 2006! 


| 
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Call 894-BODY (2639) 


CONGRESSIONAL 


PAMPANGA » TEL: 961-2981 CEBU ¢ TEL: m s 
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DA celebrates 108" year anniversary 


Palace honors 2000 Gawad Saka achievers 


5 
Messaces | 


Malacaiian Palace 


Malugod akong bumabati sa lahat ng mga 
katangi-tanging agricultural achievers ng GAWAD 
SAKA 2006. 

Muli, pinatunayan ninyo ang inyong walang 
sawang pagsisikap at pagpupunyagi sa larangan 
ng agrikultura upang maitaas ang antas di lamang 
ng inyong buhay kundi maging ng inyong mga 
kanayon at kababayan. 

Kalakip ng aking pagbati ay ang aking 
pasasalamat sa inyo na patuloy na 
nagpapakapagod sa matinding init bilang 

pagtugon sa malawakang panawagan na kamtin ang kasapatan sa pagkain- 
Dahil sa tulong ninyo, patuloy na nahahainan ang hapag-kainan ng bawat 
Pilipino ng sapat, masustansya, at ligtas na pagkain araw-araw. 

‘Dahil sa ating pagtutulungan, umabot sa 3.94 porsyento ang itinaas 
ng sektor ng agrikultura sa unang tatlong buwan ng taong ito. Ito ay 
nakatulong ng malaki sa muling pagsigla ng ating ekonomiya. Bukod dito, 
muli ninyong napatunayan na sa pamamagitan ng inyong mga pambihirang 
kakayahan, kaya ninyong sumabay sa mga modernisasyong kinakaharap 
ng buong mundo partikular na sa sektor na inyong kinabibilangan. At 
dahil dito, lubos naming kayong ipinagkakapuri. 

Muli, ang aking pagbati sa inyong mga makabagong bayani. 


KAGAWARAN NG PAGSASAKA 


Mainit na pagbati sa lahat ng mga magsasaka, 
mangingisda, prosesor, entreprenor, siyentista, mga 
samahan at institusyon na naging bahagi ng 
pambansang paligsahan sa larangan ng sakahan at 
pangisdaan nitong taon o Gawad Saka 2006. 

Bilang isa sa mga nagsimula ng tradisyong ito 

2.— —À __na tinaguriang “Mga Katangi-tanging Magsasaka 

ng Taon” o “Outstanding Farmers of the Year” noong 1970 — ako at ang 

aking mga kasama ay para na ring pinararangalan taun-taon habang ang 

Gawad Saka ay patuloy na kumikilala sa tagumpay ng ating mga 

magsasaka, mangingisda, entreprenor at mga institusyon sa kanayunan. 

Lalong tumitingkad ang kahalagahan ng kontribusyon ng ating “2006 
Gawad Saka Awardees,” dahil ang sektor ng sakahan at pangisdaan ay 
nakapagtala ng magandang ani nitong unang semestre. Nawa ang 
tagumpay na ito'y magpatuloy hanggang sa pagtatapos ng taon, at sa 
susunod pang mga taon, |, 

‘Ang kani-kanilang indibidwal at kolektibong tagumpay — dahil sa 
‘walang-humpay. na pagsisikap, tiyaga at pagkamapanlikha — ay nag- 
ambag din sa panibagong sigla at muling pag-angat ng sektor ng agrikultura 
at ng pambansang ekonomiya. 

Nananalig kami sa Kagawaran ng Pagsasaka na ang 2006 Gawad Saka 
Awardees, kasama ang iba pang nanalo mula noong 1970, ay patuloy na 
magsisilbing inspirasyon ng kapwa nilang magsasaka, mangingisda at 
| entreprenor sa kanayunan — nang sa ganun ay sama-sama nilang 

maitaguyod ang sektor ng sakahan at pangisdaan sa tugatog ng 
kasaganaan. 

Kaya nga kasabay ng aking pagbati ay ang pagbibitaw ng bagong 
hamon para sa kanilang lahat: Patuloy at kapit-bisig nating isulong ang 
modernisasyon ng ating mga sakahan at pangisdaan tungo sa pantay- 
pantay at tuluy-tuloy na pag-unlad at kapayapaan ng sambayanang 
Pilipino. 

Mabuhay ang Gawad Saka 2006! 


Domini F. Paljganiban 
‘Kalihim 


fter its creation through a Presidential Proclamation in 1898, the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) will be celebrating its 108° year of serving the farmers and fisherfolk on June 23, 2006. 
Оп its founding anniversary, the Department reflects on its achievements and contributions 
in shaping the country's vision of growth and progress and in uplifting the farmers’ and 
fisherfolk’s welfare. 

Agriculture Secretary Domingo F. Panganiban reported that the agriculture sector posted a 3.94 percent 
growth during the first quarter of 2006 - - - an achievement attributed to the farmers and fisherfolk — the 
people who provide for the basic needs of the entire populace. 

To highlight the anniversary celebration, the DA will be giving awards to the 2006 Gawad Saka Out- 
standing Achievers in Agriculture on June 21, 2006 at the Rizal Hall, Malacafian Palace with Her Excellency 
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo as the guest of honor and speaker. 

The Gawad Saka Search has been an annual activity of the Department since 1970 giving due recognition 
to the farmers and fisherfolk for their invaluable contributions to agriculture and the impact of these contribu- 
tions to nation-building, 

‘The Department hopes that the honor it bestows on them shall inspire the honorees into even greater 
heights in enriching agricultural development in this country, as the same successes should encourage others 
walk the same path they are treading. 

For this year, 13 categories will be given awards, 11 of which are individual awards and the other two for 
outstanding organizations. The individual outstanding awardees will be given P30,000 cash award, presiden- 
tial trophy, and presidential citation each and the outstanding organizations will each be awarded P150,000 
worth of project grant from the National Agricultural and Fishery Council, an attached agency of the DA. On 
the other hand, those individual achievers with special citation will be awarded P15,000 cash award and 
presidential citation each. 

‘Outstanding Rice Farmer awardee Nemecio Cristobal of Villa Magat, San Mateo, Isabela will lead the 
awardees for this year. Cristobal is being honored for his invaluable contribution in the agriculture sector and 
for realizing more than 300 percent ROI for two consecutive cropping seasons last year for both inbred and 
hybrid rice varieties. 


Secretary’s Report 
PALAY AND CORN PRODUCTION HIGHLIGHTS 


As of May 15, 2006, palay output for the 2* quarter 
has reached 291 metric tons—a slight 0.2% higher than the 
April Round forecast and 9.8% above last year's level of 
2.65 million tons. 

Harvest area has also exceeded the April Round 
forecast of 748 thousand hectares by a nominal 0.3% and 
last year's record of 692 thousand hectares by 84%. Of the 
expected harvest area of 751 thousand hectares, 73% was. 
already harvested. 

For this reason, April-June plantings are expected to 
reach 879 thousand hectares, 4.2% higher than last year’s MANEI L 
projection for the same period. To date, at least 253 thousand hectares have been planted. 

Corn output for the 2~ quarter as of May 15, 2006 has reached 1.06 million tons, 47.9% higher than last 
year's level of 720 thousand tons. 

Corn harvest area has also surpassed last year’s 340 thousand hectares by 30%. From the 443 thousand 
hectares, 5456 was already harvested. a 
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RICE AND CÓRN STOCK INVENTORY 
Total ice ЫН REY MAY £2006 HE lated at 2.42 million. 
tric tons (mt), around 231 thousand mt (21.2%) higher than last 
year's stock for the same period. It was also higher by 10.5 percent 
than the preceding month's level of 2.19 million metric tons. 
Compared to last year, stock in the households, commercial 
warehouses and NFA depositories went up by 15.6, 52, and 47.0 
percent, respectively. Imported rice comprised 94.0 percent of NFA 
stock. This month's imported rice in NFA was 58.0 percent higher 
than last year's level 
“The current total corn stock amounted to 182 thousand metric 
tons, lower than the preceding month and last year's levels by 30.9 
and 19.0 percent, respectively. 

Stock drawdown was observed in commercial warehouses at 45.4 percent last year and 48.6 percent last 
month. Household stock went down by 20.3 percent compared to last month's level but 14.8 percent higher 
than last year's record. 

Around 67 percent of the current corn stocks is with the households and 33 percent is with the commercial 
warehouses. 


GAWAD SAKA 2006 AWARDEES 


ge 


NEMECIO C. CRISTOBAL EDGARDELUNA ROGER S. CAMARINTA 

Outstanding Rics Famer Outstanding Com Famer Outstanding 

Зап Mateo, Isabela Cauayan Cty, isabela Sugarcane Famer 
Lartapan, Bukidnon 


RESURRECION U. DE PANO 
MOTHERLAND FOOD PRODUCTS 
Outstanding HVCC Processor 


ERIBERTO DE OCAMPO 
 Oustandng HVOC Farmer 
Nagalan, isabela 


DR. FLORESMA A. DACUYCUY 
Outstanding Fisheriok 

(Fish Ойше) 

Cauayan Ciy, isabela 


Outstanding Релейок 
(Fish Capture) 
Bantayan, Cebu 


MR. PEPITO DEGAMO 
(Outstanding Small Famers! 
Ралелок Organizaton 
Мазар Farmers MPC 
Poblacion B, Мевар, 
Zamboanga ди Sur 


RYAN L. MONTAÑEZ 
Outstanding Young Farmer 
Lower Puiacan, Labangan 
Zamboanga del Sur 


ой. RENE RAFAEL C. ESPINO 
Specal Caton 

Асла Scentst 
Сооро of Agriculture 
Universty ol те Phiippines 
Los Baños, Laguna 


THOMAS C. REYES 
Special Само 
Feheriok (Fish Саге) 
Tayabas, Quezon 


JOSE C. ALEGRIA 
Specal Ctaton 
Fieri (Fish Capture) 
Lapu-lapu, Davao Cty. 


ROGELIO C. GUINTO 
Specal Ctation 
Fiero (Fish Capture) 
Limay, Bataan 


Fshedok (Fish Cutura) 
lar, Bataan 


| 
Pe Aer | 
MS.EDITHAE.TINGCANG — MICHAELE.BINAURO CARLOS P. DOMINGUEZ, JR. 
Specal Ctaton Specal Ctaton Specal Ctaton. 

Small Алта Raiser YongFacmerfishfok Young FamedfFshedok 
aug, Zamboanga Sbugey Valencia Cay, Bukidnon Мән Lucona, lodo 


ld 
MR. & MAS. BENJAMIN MAPUTI, SR. AND FAMILY 
Outstanding Farm Famiy 
Higaononinbe, Malaybalay Cty, калоп 


CALBAYOG CITY CAFC 
Oustandng Cty Agrcutur and Fishery Council 
Westar Samar 
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Live 
wire 
kills 
Cebu 
inmates 


сиву crv—mve 
inmates were killed 
early yesterday after 
accidentally touching 
а power line while 


they were asleep ina The all-new Mitsubishi Galant 240M. 
Rehabilitation Cntr Beauty isn’t only skin deep. 
КЕЯ 


oppressive heat 
call, investiga 
Six other prisoners 


sitting on the floor. 
caped electro 


system, coming to rest 
ols steel bars, 
one of the in- 
mates pounded on the 


cident which oc- 
curred at about 3am, 


Fatalities 
He identified the 
fatalities as Roberto 
Caballes, 21; Nestor 
Rustom 


Pacadar Jr and Manuel 
survived. 
анлау, who is an. 


up with a 
start after he fe 
tric shocks running 
through his body. 

aid he realized 


said he immediately 
stood up and push 
the wire as 
the steel bars. 

By the 
the five v 


Efren 
the jail 
id they learned 
that Magdasal, one of 
the survivors, 
have cau: 
х becaus 


night before. 


No outlets 
According to Vice 
Mayor Michael L. Ra- 
ma, pris 
jail intentionally 
ling w 


are no electrical out- 
inside the 


24 MIVEC Engine, INVECS И Sportronic transmission, Bigger cabin space, 
i ien 5 star crash test rating by the US National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 


Rosaoso said four Quad headlamps with auto-on feature, High Intensity Discharge (HID) with selectable level adjustment, 
| зае Electroluminescent instrumentation cluster, Fully automatic aircon with climate control. 
and 
brought to the BBR 
just la Monday for 
“йез ranging from 
anemped homie, ‘See your nearest Mitsubishi dealer now! 
"het to drug violations, verona oracres 
Abala, who faced " ty NON 
possession of illegal 
drugs charges, v 
о only recently trans- 
ferred to the special 
security сей on his re- 
aquest as he planned o i 
pur up bal to gain his EE 
temporary Uber 
Jhunnex Nepallacan, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 
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GI pal who invited Nicole to Subic ‘feels guil à 


From pagel 

таре. 
hearing could even start, she was 
in her seat, already in tears and be- 
ing comforted by private counsel 
Evalyn Ursua and two female sup- 
porters. 

Minutes before Judge Ben- 
jamin Pozon entered the court- 
тоот, а  distraughtlooking 
Nicole was escorted out and into 
а nearby room. Ursua had also 
phoned two psychiatrists to come 
over to attend to her client. 

Nicole returned to the court- 
room three hours later. Asked 
what had upset her client, Ursua 
said it was "something Nicole 
heard" and did not elaborate. Lat- 
er, the lawyer said Mille atten- 
dance also had something to do 
with it 

When Mills finished his testi- 
mony and the proceedings had 
adjourned, he and Nicole, sur- 
rounded by their lawyers, em- 
‘braced each other for close to five 
minutes. 


near the dance floor. 


know what to order. 


Smith. 


Shall we dance? 

The witness recalled what had 
transpired at Neptune Bar, the 
popular nightspot in Subic where 
the accused US Marines first met 


"Take care of her’ 


Nicole on the night of the alleged 


Mills and a US Navy service- 
man he identified as Garcia, 
Nicole and her sister arrived at 
the club at around 10:30 p.m. on 
Nov. 1, 2005. They occupied a 
booth oran enclosed seating area. 
with a horseshoeslaped table 


That night, the sisters had 
“four to five drinks each" of alco- 
holic beverages. Mills said he rec- 
‘ommended that the sisters пу 
three concoctions—Long Island 
Iced Tea, Vodka Sprite and Bull- 
frog—because the women didn't 


Berdal made the witness iden- 
tify the drinks, apparently in pur- 
suit of the prosecution's com 
tention that Nicole was too drunk 
to have given her consent to her 
alleged rapist, Lance Cpl. Daniel 


Mills said the group had al- 
ready done some dancing and 
мете enjoying themselves when 
"somebody approached (Nicole)" 
and asked her for a dance. 


Nicole was initially “seared” by 
the invitation and gave Mills a 
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“look” as though to ask if it was 
OK for her to dance with the gay. 
Mills said she could go ahead 
Mills also asked the man who 
asked Nicole to “just take care of 
her” 

Shortly after this, Mill said he 
earned that Garcia, his liberty 
buddy, had stepped out of the bar 
and was arguing with a US shore 
patrol officer who had mistaken 
Garcia for a US Marine belonging 
to the USS Essex (the ship of the 
four accused) and wanted him to 
return to the vessel. 

Mills said he went outside to 
help Garcia sort out bis problem 
with the patrol officer. This was 
around 11:15 p.m. Mills said he 
was out of the club for 30 to 45 
minutes. 

When he went back inside, 
Nicole, according to her sister, 
was already "missing" They 
Searched the karaoke rooms and 
the ladies’ room, to no атай. 


Searching for Nicole 

A Neptune security guard later 
told them that he had seen а 
woman fitting Nicole's descrip 
tion "get into a van" that was 
parked outside. 

‘At that point, Mills said, he sur- 


Searching for the American Dream? 


M = 


, 
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We have answers to all of your 
U.S. immigration questions. 


* more than 25 years of experience 


M 


* committed to excellence. 
+ backed by a team of immigration 
experts and professionals 


* practice devoted exclusively to 
U.S. immigration and nationality laws 


ATTY. ROBERT L. REEVES 


mised that Nicole may have gone 

with other US servicemen—such 

as the mobile security perso 

nel—with whom she was also ac- 
пате. 

Before they parted ways at 
around 22. of Nov. 2, Mills and. 
Nicole's sister continued the 
search in the casino of Legende 
Hotel, where Mills was staying. 

At 2:15 am, Mills was already 
back in his hotel room when he 
gota call from Nicole's sister, who 
‘was staying at another hotel, the 
Grand Leisure. She said police 
had found Nicole who was in a 
hospital. 

By3a.m., he finally saw Nicole 
inthe hospital. She was “sitting in 
a chair, head down, in tears, 
frightened and confused.” 


What happened? 
Mills asked her what happened 
and she said that “she didn't 


area. She didn't know what to 
do." He would comfort her again 
later after the sisters had re- 
turned to their hotel rooms. 

By 10 p-m., Mills was back on 
his ship, which was preparing to 
leave Subic for Singapore. He re- 
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ОМ EVEREST” 


On Saturday, May 20th, 2006, climber Geri Winkler 
‘of Mount Everest at 30,374 feet. 
produced a stainless steel 


Charantia Ampalaya Tea. Proudly Filipino. 


A writer, a teacher and an outdoor sportsman, Geri 
Winkler is also a Type-! Diabetic. 


Over the past four years, Geri has climbed four of the. 
highest mountains in the world from Europe to 
Antarclica, and has always relied on Charantia to help 
keep his blood sugar levels stable during his climbs. 


Geri describes how high altitude and the extreme 

conditions would raise his blood sugar to dangerous 
Jevels: "Once 1 measured more than 600 mg/dL. This 
is dangerous." To counter this, Geri regularly brings 
a fask of Charantia on his expeditions. "I drink it to 
help me manage high blood sugar in high altitudes.” 


[ER M RE UM 
re al rock 
Jt Charantia will be there to help him 
Y РЕ 
* V [| -1 take it with me everywhere. 
V ТИС 
Fase si 


м а 


Charantia Ampalaya Supplements аге now 
exported around the world. From Asia o the Middle 
East, Europe and even the USA, more and more 
diabetics and doctors are coming to trust this natural 
herbal product that is proudly Philippine-made. Today, 
CCharantia is sold under many different names in many 
different countries, but the exact ingredients in our 
tea and capsules that diabetics have come to rely on 
remains the same. 


Although local in origin, Charantia's worldwide 
acceptance is no small wonder. Since the 1950s, over 
200 pre-clinical and clinical studies conducted by 
researchers around the world have confirmed the 
‘Ampalaya’s potency in helping diabetics manage 
their blood sugar levels 


‘Try Charantia for 30 days, and see what" 
the rest of the world is talking about. 


For more information on Charantia and Gers climb 
оп Everest, visit our website at www.charantia.com 


Arantía 


"AMPALAYA FOOD SUPPLEMENT 
Loose Tea - Teabags - Capsules 


morcury drug stores nationwide and other leading drugstores or supermarkets. 
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to his friends. 


went"missing." 


who's blond. 


Finally, ayes 


remember. 


thevaginal Keith Silkwood. 


called getting a phone call from 
Nicole's sister telling him that 
“five guys had raped Nicole." 

At this point, and without be- 
ing asked, Mills said he “felt 
guilty" over what had happened 


During his direct and cross-ex- 
aminations, Milis failed to pro- 
vide a description of the man 
who, he said, had invited Nicole 
to dance at Neptune before she 


But a series of questions 
from Pozon helped the witness 
piece together a description: 
White, male, heavier built and 
taller than Mills who's 5 57, 
with hair darker than Mills 


Asked ifhe could spot anyone 
їп the courtroom who would 
resemble” that person, Mills 
pointed to accused Lance Cpl. 


Mills was also asked how he 
became friends with Nicole. The mo. 
witness said he had been visit 

ing the family-run café in Zam- 
boanga since 2005. He said he 
would hang out at the place, 
which was also frequented by 
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other US servicemen, while 
waiting for his ship to load sup- 
plies. 

А month before the incident, 
Mills and a friend Carlos Ocasio, 
another US Navy serviceman, 
invited Nicole and her sister to 
take a vacation at Subic where 
their ship would be docking 
ext. 

"You guys are always working 
Don't you ever take a vacation?" 
Mills recalled teasing them. 

‘The sisters initially declined, 
citing work. Later Mills and Oc 
sio offered to "pay for the (si 
ters) hotel" accommodations, if 
their mother would give her per- 

‘The sisters finally said yes one 
week before the USS Stockham 
arrived at Subic on Oct. 30. Mills 
said he booked a room forthe sis- 
ters at the Grand Leisure while he 
stayed at Legende Hotel 

Before going to the Neptune, 
Mills, Nicole and her sister spent 
two hours at the Legende casi- 


Mills said he taught the sisters 
how to play blackjack and 
roulette, He said he even gave the 
sisters P3,000 to P4,000 to gam- 
ble with 


Call centers to earn 
$7.3B by year 2010 


From pageAl 
centers and their employees would pay P8.6 
billion ($162 million) in income taxes this 
year with more money spent on downstream 
industries, such as office rentals and equip- 
ment supplies. 


Next gold mine 

President Macapagal-Arroyo has singled 
ош the call center industry as a key potential 
growth area as Western companies move 
more of their office functions abroad to take 
advantage of the huge pool of English-speak- 
ing workers in less developed countries, like 
the Philippines. 

"Given these numbers, the value of this in- 
dustry and its impact on the Philippine econo- 
my cannot be understated. We could just be 
scratching the surface of what could be the 
next Philippine gold mine,” Borja said. 

Сай centers basically provide services involv- 
ing agents making calls to sell products of most- 
Зу foreign clients or receiving calls to assist those 
who had bought their client's products. 

Philippine call centers usually operate at night 
since their dients and their respective customers 
are located on the other side of the globe. 

Inherent in this setup is the inefficiency of 
local call centers. "As contact centers grow in 
terms of the number of seats, the inefficiency 
of having these not used during day time will 
increase," Borja said. 

То make their operations more efficient, 


call centers have started doing nonvoice work 
such as transcriptions, captioning, financial 
Services, back office work and even medical 
transcription, he said. 

Borja said call centers and business process 
outsourcing (BPO) firms would consolidate in 
the next few years as the two sectors mature. 

Сай centers and BPO firms are expanding 
not only in Metro Manila but also in the cites 
of Cebu, Iloilo, Bacolod and Dumaguete. 


English proficiency 

In order to expand, however, the industry 
should address the problem of a dwindling 
mumber of skilled workers, especially those 
proficient in English, Borja said. 

Не said local сай centers should also learn. 
from the experience of India, whose industry 
hasbeen hobbled by high employee turnovers 
and rising wage costs 

Xavier Marti, a director of Alcatel Enter 
prise Solutions, said in a separate briefing 
that call center services would increasingly 
focus on the actual needs of customers, train 

nto solve their own problems, and pro 
vide analyses based on databases built from 
the interactions of agents and customers over 
time. 

‘Alcatel yesterday launched its Omnitouch 
Contact Center Premium Edition that, accord- 
ing to the firm, was easy to use and efficient 
“just like what the iPod does for music enthu- 
Sass” With a report from AFP 


New mountain to scale 
for Everest climbers 
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San Miguel, Bulacan. 

"The members of the First Philippine Mt. 
Everest Expedition (FPMEE) ream will join 
the Trek to Save Biak-na-Bato next week to 
Stop quarrying operations that are destroying 
the national pack. 

FPMEE leader Arturo Valdez, Oracion, the 
first to reach the summit on May 17, and Ema- 
ta, who followed а few hours later had 
pledged to help the Bulacan provincial govem- 
ment and environmental groups sup marble 
‘quarrying in the historical and protected site. 
Destruction of history 

“I hope every Filipino supports this as well 
because it's our history that s being destroyed 
here,” Oracion said in Filipino during a press 
conference in Quezon City yesterday. 

Recalling the first time he went to Bi- 
ak-na-Bato five years ago and his last trek 
there last year, Oracian noted that the water 
level of the rivers had declined and trash was 
left by visitors in the park. 

"1 was really happy when I went there for 
the first time. If we destroy ir, what will be left 
for us?" he said. 

їп a bearing two weeks ago, the Bulacan 
provincial government and environmentalists 
fad asked the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources to cancel the Mineral 
Production Sharing Agreement (MPSA) 
granted to Rosemoor Mining and Develop- 
ment Corp. (RMDC) in December 2002. 

"The Bulacan provincial government and 
the environmentaliss were still waiting for 
the decision of the DENR. 


Permit since 2002 

The MPSA was given to RMDC despite a 
proclamation in 1989 which declared por- 
tions of Biak-na-Bato as protected areas. 
‘About 658 hectares had been declared a na- 
tional park, 938 hectares a watershed for- 
est reserve, 480 hectares a forest reserve. 


and 953 hectares a mineral reservation. 

The MPSA маз granted їп 2002 by former 
Environment Secretary Heherson T. Alvarez 
who gave RMDC a permit to extract marble in 
 330-hectare area within the mineral reser- 
vation. 

"As people were interested in our climb to 
Mt. Everest, we hope they will also be inter- 
ested in Biak-na-Bato. We are wiping out a na- 
tional patrimony here, and that is a powerful 
message,” Valdez said 

ist about the desecration of a 
national heritage but of the environment аз 
well" he added. 

Florentino Narciso, another FPMEE 
member and a UP Mountaineer, said his 
group often took high school and college 
students to Biak-na-Bato for their first trek 
because it was the best place for hiking near 
Metro Manila. 

“As we say, protect nature and nature will 
protect us. We're here to support the cam- 
paign to save Biak-na-Bato for the future gen- 
erations,” Emata said. 

Because of its historical significance, Bi- 
ak-na-Bato was declared a national park by 
President Manuel L. Quezon on Nov. 16, 
1937. 

‘The mountain that extends all the way to 
San Miguel, Bulacan, served as a base for 
Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo and his 500 men who 
escaped from Spanish troops in Batangas. 


Deep into mountain 

‘According to local lore, there was a marble 
slab in one of the stalactite-filed caves that 
Served as the table on which Aguinaldo 
Signed the historic peace pact with the 
Spaniards. 

‘Quarrying operations, however, had been 
moved deeper into the mountains despite 
Strong antiguarrying lobbying by Bulacan 
‘government officials. This was because the re- 
ional director of the Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau continued to issue ore transport per- 
mits to RMDC. 
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High court clears Pepsi of liability in 1992 flap 


THE SUPREME COURT HAS ningnumbers. Poblador said the company paid “I think that was a costly way of caimant also sparked riots and calls grenade blast that killed three peo- 

cleared Pepsi Cola of any liability When the number "349" wasan- uptoP2SOmiiontonearlyS00.000 appeasing the publi,” Poblador foraboyon ple in Davao City The blast кей 

m а promotional бар that nounced on May 25, 1992, tens of non-winningcaimantsasa goodwill said. ‘At least 37 company trucks were the company’s Davao plant to sus- 

sparked lawsuits and riots 14 thousands of Filipinos daimed the gesture. Pepss refusal to pay every bumed in attacks, including а AP 

Jem ago, the cour spokesper. prae but Pepsi теше o pay al oF 

son said yesterday. ‘them, saying the caps did not con- 
"redu 15 derision, made pud- tanihepeperseariyexes- 

le Tuesday pund mo proofofnegi — Rgs sud a computer itch 

ence” by Pepsi and sald the compa. picked the number by mistake. 

Куйо not be held Баре гат. ^ The high buna ched at least 

е. iiec ener decisions in which к 
This shouldbe the defrng dec- id the secur code was “an indis- 

sion The bower cours are boundby pensable deme of а wiming 

this decision,” said Supreme Court crown." 

dodespenonlsmae Kian, refering “The issues surrounding the 347 

Eo the numerous suis against Гера incident have been lid 10 rest and 

fl pending itid cours around тшд no Jonger be disturbed în this 

ecunty cn eco 5 С 
ete T992 "Number Тее sies Те company faced more than Б y - 

campaign, Pepsi Cola Philippines 1000 criminal and civil suits, but í Бат ouuu 

ке. те praes ofupto PI milion most have been dismissed, said com- = 

for older of bonde caps with win- pany lawyer Alexander Poblador nS 


Solon says abolition z us 
call by ‘loudmouths’ KLAGE сс. 


ITS ALL TALK FROM “A FEW "Teodoro Сабо sid that Dnods 
loudmouths." proposal had been circulating in the 
"s was how Howe Majriy Home us а longrming xam ÅO S | 
For Lender Prospero Nograles de. about Gamer change (Chacha) BOSCH! 
fared the proposal af a group cal- proponens. рст 
ing бг the bolton ofthe House of “Thats wat Charcha proponens 5 = E 
т анну ence the 1987 Соп. say when they run out of arguments. 25 ; зб 
stitution is revised. 1 don't know why they've taken this а 
юршш "ad he doubted sous Calo sl а the same 
wiee бе goup Tanod ng Bayan banana. You ele рено ugh 
а Баррас рот. sti and then cal them senators: 
"Thy should nin or Congres in Isa joke," he added. 
their districts to see whether their Tugon ng Bayan convenor Fran- 
n votats dink tey are competent da Сийип Ш proposed on 
©кпе п, ораза. Monday that, should Chacha sc 
"lets ach how many (oe) ceed, the Hoe shouid be abolished 
they can gather. Or else, it's all talk instead of the Senate while the coun- 
from a few loudmouths,” he added. уз presidential form of govem- 
Nogales mid һе фый ment should akso be retained. 
‘whether Tugon ng Bayan would get He said a strong presidential and 
рот cree in tenen de. unicameral sem would work for 


tres held by the polideal oppostion. the county ку 
“ts easy to judge опет мад Сараш as a member of ihe звон S474 maktec p3 
esing) your own qualifications and National Youth Commission during i; 
acceptability to your owm neighbors. the Fidel Ramos administration and : 
Caesare, when they un, they will “one ofthe prime movers of a am- We've potit ali for НИ ЫН." V 


lose because their own voters think paign for then Sen. Noli De Castro to T : = : fi е 
ааа аат Se. Ной Ре Caso RETRO MANA: эп ciy mania эп cy sn zoo ipo э ch Sa тез екп затоа эп cR поб йа пай e ci тй ева аит. ва mal oa 


Se an эв дү bietan эп ch] surat Sm sonal вз plas LUZON: sm cty marino sm cy dasmaras sm cy batangas эп cy cena оп сйу в. rosa sm cly clark | 
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‘iflimmediaiely warited to д9:%6 St. Luke's’ when they found a cyst under my breast in Germany," Josefina Macaangey Fewilk 
fecallg Mes. Pawlik, а permanent resident of Germany. "Id heard so many positive things about’ з, Lakes Concer instituta 
! St. Luke's from: my. cousins that | knew I had to hove my cyst treated there. My cousins were 
‘successfully treated for cervical cancer five years ago at St, Luke's Medical Center, They traveled 
yall the моу from Tacloban City to St. Luke's in Quezon City fo experience one of ће world's best 
2in-women's healthcare." 
Mrs. Pawlik underwent Magnetic Resonance Imaging, Bone Scintigraphy, Histopathological examinations 
with: Immunohistochemistry , DNA Ploidy Analysis by Flow Cytometry, and Chemotherapy at St. Luke's 
Medical Center. 


P en 


Kiis Powlik adds, "Му doctors are excellent. The staff is competent and compassionate. All my fears and 
‘anxieties immediotely went away when; encountered these superb people at St. Luke's. They go ouf of 
their way to delight те by accommodating my special requests. 1 get one of the world's best treatment at 
‘St:Luke's Medical Center. It's perfect." 


бео Rp msc SITET cD 

" t. Luke's Сат Insti 
Only the best iss. wins сле hums Chine macnn Monson wih promi! cm and — Only the best can make you feel better. 
accredited by : treatment from leading cancer specialists. 


It hos the Philippines’ most comprehensive ond sophisticated equipment for cancer detection and 
treatment, including the country’s only Postron Emission Tomography (PET) Scanner, the only 
les. MRI Scanner, the only combined Gamma Camera SPECT/CT system, ond the only 
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‘The Insitute provides о comprehensive approach to cancer management. lis oncologists work with medical ond porcmedicol зой from the other centers of excellence of the hospital lo deliver an elfecive team 
approach. 


Tho Instivte stonds of the олко! of concor research wih pionoering genetic studies, basic ond clinical studios ond reseorch/study groupa on various types of concer In colloborotion wiih Si. Luke's Rescorch & 
Biotechnology Division. 


St, Luke's Is an Intemational afiliata of Memorial-Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, iha world's most prestigious cancer conter. This key aiiiotion makes possible vers collaborative work оп the clinical care of cancer 
pollent. Si Lukss Cancer Isle catars to boih Ріо and foreign patients, wah on Increasing numberof patients coming from oiher countes who sesk primary treohment and second opinion on cancer 
management and who wont to exporionce fist world medical core ond the Filipinos worid-renownod hospital ond service. 


St. Luke's Cancer Institute is better staffed and better equipped than any other concer institution in the Philippines, new or old. www.stluke.com.ph 


279 E. Rodriguez Sr. Blvd., Quezon City 1102, Philippines Tel: 7230101/7230301 Fax : 7231199 E-mail : infoGislluke.com.ph 


n = ` 


Га 
Mem'ries іп Nueva Ecija, gigeles іп La Union ... 


moved safely out of their dassrooms 
to an open field. Local disaster coor- 
dinating councils supervised the ex- 
'ercisesin their areas. 

‘The RDCC will hold the next set 
of drills in Pampanga and Bataan 
next week, Rafanan said. A fire and 
earthquake drill will be held in 
‘Zambales in the last week of June. 

A drill for tsunami or large 
waves triggered by undersea 
quakes is scheduled in Aurora in 

y he said 
їп Pangasinan, the PA system 
of the Calasiao Comprehensive 
National High School continu- 
ously chimed at 9 a.m. Minutes 
later the rooms were emptied of 
some 5,000 students who moved 
into designated safe areas. 

The students were calm and 
some were even laughing. 

"Maybe, if there was a real earth- 
quake occurring, | would have 
jumped from the window" a fourth 
year student said. 

Jessie Caragay, another senior, 
said he and his classmates were 
told to “duck, cover and hold” and 
‘waited until the "tremor" stopped. 

"We were told not to panic,” 
Sonny Solis, a third year student 
said, as he quietly satin a corner. 
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SOME STUDENTS GIGGLED AND 
laughed while others looked con- 
fused as tens of thousands of 
schoolchildren їп the provinces 
took part in drills to prepare the 
‘country fora major earthquake. 

Та Central Luzon, earthquake 
drills in Nueva Ecija, Tarlac and 
Olongapo City in Zambales 
showed a high level of prepared- 
ness among students and rescue 
teams, said Chief Supt. Ismael 
Rafanan, chief of the Regional Ju 
Disaster Coordinating Council 

At the Nueva Ecija High School 
in Cabanatuan City where he ob- 
served the drill, Rafanan said the 
more than 3,000 students rushed 
utto the grandstand in an orderly 
manner There, they conducted а 
roll call to find out who among 
them were missing. 

în many parts of Luzon, it 
helped that local authorities ‘still 
had memories ofthe July 16, 1990, 
tremor that killed about 2,000, in- 
duding many in Nueva Ecija. Offi- 
Ча used their experience to visu- 
alize for the students what poten- 
tial harm a strong earthquake 
could do to them, Rafanan said. 

Мо one was hurt in the drills that 
began simultaneously at 9 алп. In 
Nueva Ecija, two students felt dizzy 
as they waited under the sun. 

айлап said the scenarios were. 
“realistically staged.” Some students. 
acted as victims injured by falling de- 
bris or pinned under the rubble. 

At the Tarlac City High School, 
rescue teams used a Huey helicopter 
from the militars Northem Luzon 
Command to evacuate "wounded" 
people in response to a scenario 
where roads had cracked open and 
had been rendered impassable. 

М the Wesley Elementary and 
High School in Olongapo, some 
1,500 students ducked for cover and 


The officials, in tum, advised the 
teachers about й, but some teachers 
fedt inform their students. 

Dagupan Cty which was brought 
down to its knees by the 1990 kiler 
‘quake, did пос hold any drils. No 
ases were held as the ciy ob 
served is foundation anniversary. 

Socorro Ramos, education su- 
pervisor, said the exercise would 
be conducted in July. 

Tn La Union, some 1500 students 
of the 1а Union National High 
‘School in San Fernando Cty partici- 
pated. The school and the nearby 
Chris the King College (elementary 
department) were two ofthe 152 re- 
gional plo schools selected to serve 
as launching venues of the dril. 

Nigel Lontoc, locos director of 
the National Disaster Coordinat- 
ing Council, said the LUNHS stu- 
dents and teachers gave an “out 
standing" performance 

Some 300 Grades 4, and 6pupds 
f the Caba Central School in Caba 
town gathered at the quadrang two 
minutes after he dril sared. 

Some could not suppress their 
agies and laughter amid the in- 
Sructions of their teacher, Aurora 
Fonbuena, to evacuate. “Saan met 
nga agpaypayso (The earthquake 
was not real) some boys said. 

їп Isabela, at least 400 stu- 
dents from the Isabela Pilot High 
School for Sports participated. 

‘Armand Araneta, Isabela civil 
defense officer, said the activity 
‘went on smoothly 

A touch of comic relief occurred 
at a high school in Calapan Су, 
when two students bumped each 
ther on the head. Both were treat- 
d for sight injuries afier the dril. 

Some teachers failed to make 
an immediate head count at the 
same school. 

Church bells were rung for about 


Nationwide earthquake drill: Duck, cover, hold 


10minutes as part ofthe dril. 
But Ghie Morales, Sto. Niño parish 
secretary, said: "1 received several 
cals because of that, from residents 
asking what the bells were for” 


Lost lessons 

їп Catanduanes, the siren of a 
fire truck sounded for a full minute 
before neariy 3,000 students of the 
Catanduanes National High School 
(CNHS) and their teachers fled out 
oftheir rooms to four designated 
‘evacuation areas. 

‘Students and faculty of the is- 
lands biggest high school, whose 
daytime population is about 2,800, 
‘were told what todo during the di 
atleast ап hour earlier, but much of 
the lessons were apparent lost. 

Some of the casses were noted 
by their teachers, and those at the 
back of the sprawling compound 
faled to hear the siren and had to 
be verbally tod to begin the dril. 


Late preparations 

Neil D. Vargas, acting adminis 
trator of the Philippine National 
Red Cross (Catanduanes chap- 
ter), emphasized the need for or- 
дегу evacuation. 

He noted the crowding in the 
corridors of the two-story main 
building, and called for the con- 
duct of another drill. 

CNHS officer in charge Rudy To- 
Jentino admitted the need for im- 
provement. He said he received the 
DepEd regional memorandum order. 
оп the simultaneous earthquake dril 
only in the morning of June 19. 

The DepEd Catanduanes Divi- 
sion Office received the regional 
memo on June 16. It took the 
weekend to be transmitted to the 
CNHS just 300 meters away, leav- 
ing school officials with less than 
aday to prepare for the drill 


But everything was laid-back 
and "business as usual” at the 
Pag-asa National High School, 
Arimbay extension, at Bliss Site, 
Bagong Abre, Legazpi City. 

Teacher їп charge Elizabeth 
Belbes said the school, one of the 
five annex high schools of the main 
campus in Rawis, Legazpi, had yet 
то receive instructions on the dril 
bur that school authorities and stu- 
dents were unperturbed. 

Located 7 km бот the foot of 
Mayon Volcano, the Arimbay exten- 
sion school, with a population of 
302, had been primed for such dis- 
aster because of earlier eruptions 

Pending word from their division 
оп the dri, Bebes sid they would 
apply what they had leamed from 
previous emergencies: Dont panic, 
and say inside йе dassooms. 


Padlocked exits 

'OCD-Central Visayas informa- 
tion officer Neil Angelo Sanchez 
noted that in the Abellana Na- 
tional School (ANS), one of the 
city's biggest public schools, the 
fire exits were padlocked and all 
the gates leading to the adjoining 
Cebu City Sports Complex had 
been permanently sealed. 

Sanchez said ANS officals had ex- 
plained to him that the fire exis were 
padlocked because they were being 
used by students to cut casses. 

е ANS has a four-story and a 
two-story building. Its student 
population is about 4,000. 

Sanchez said the hallways of 
he two buildings were too small 
for a school with such a big num. 
ber of students 


“Excellent job! 
1n Dumaguete Cty the “Майте? 
were ready before the "quake" hit. 
No sooner had фе alarm 


sounded than some five “quake 
Victims" were seen sprawled on 
the ground even before the chil- 
dren fled out of their classrooms, 

"The students had been conduct- 
ing evacuation drills since last year, 
when the West Ciy Elementary 
School (СЕ) was chosen as the 
testing site for disaster prepared- 
‘ess throughout Negros Oriental. 

At least 14 public elementary 
and high schools im Central 
Visayas were chosen as pilot 
schools for the drill. 

The police regional director 
Chief Supt. Silverio Alarcio, said 
Central Visayas was prepared to 
respond to any eventuality based 
оп the result of yesterday's drills. 

Ia lolo Ci over 4,000 students 
and around 50 teachers and staff of 
the liolo National High School 
жалей the drillat 9:30am. 

‘Many of the students were gig- 
sling and even sending text mes- 
sages, but they generally fol 
lowed instructions 

Rommel Allan Labayog, 
Phivoles coordinator in Zam- 
boanga City said most of the stu- 
dents were laughing. 

"This dil is пог a laughing mat- 
tex [In the event of a real wemor], 
that laugh might end up as a shril 
cxyforhelp” Reports from Tonette 
Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk; 
Fernan Gianan, Ephraim Aguilar, 
Marion Ramos, Delfin Mallari and 
Madonna T Virola, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau; Nestor B Burgos J, 
Joey A. Gabieta, Alex \ Pal, Carla 
"Gomes, Jhunnex Napallacan, Jo- 
lene Bulambot and Jani Arnais, 
PDI Visayas Bureau, and Michael 
Sorcauga, Aquiles Z. Zonio, Dennis 
Jay C. Santos, Jeoffrey Maitem, 
Chris V Panganiban, Eidie Aguirre 
and Julie S. Alipala, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 


Theuninformed 

But many students did not really 
know what was happening. Those. 
‘outside the classrooms when the 
warning sounded stayed in their 
spots, bewildered at why all the 
other students were leaving 

There was little time to infe 
the students about the drill, said 
Lourdes Servito, the principal. 

Оп Friday afternoon, the DepEd 
called the principals to a briefing, 
Servit said, but it was only on Mon- 
day when she briefed her schools 
department heads about the dri 


From page Al 
(Phivolcs) Director Renato Solidum, Defense 
Secretary Avelino Cruz, acting Education Sec- 
retary Fe Hidalgo, Metro Manila Develop- 
ment Authority Chair Bayani Fernando and 
police and local officials. 


Button-presser 

Ms Arroyo herself pressed а button at ex- 
actly 9 a.m. to formally begin the nationwide 
i 

"We should be proactive and not reactive," 
shesaid 

‘at the sound ofthe alarm, about 2500 sm- 


dents and teachers ducked under tables and 
chairs or covered their heads with their hands. 

‘The alarm sounded for about a minute (the 
usual duration of a strong initial quake). The 
moment it stopped, the students and teachers 
started walking in orderly lines toward the 
open areas at the back of the school and the 
street in front of it. 

They managed to vacate the 42 classrooms 
in three buildings in less than five minutes. 


New rubber boots 
The voices of two narrators blared from 
two giant speakers, explaining that a strong 


quake was rocking the school in the 
city across which the Marikina Fault 
runs. 

A fire truck arrived and disgorged 
Bre fighters wearing what looked like 
new yellow rubber boots and yellow. 
breathing apparatuses. 

Hewing to proper procedure, ac- 
cording to the narrators, the fire 
fighters spoke first with school princi- 
pal Elizalde Cena before rushing to 
the canteen that was emitting puffs of 
smoke (courtesy of a smoke ma- 
chine). 


True to script. 

Operatives of the Marikina City 
Rescue 161 also arrived, carried the 
three “unconscious” students out of 
the canteen, and applied first aid be- 
fore loading them into a waiting am- 


SITE: PHILBANK BLDG., AYALA АМЕ, COR. HERRERA, MAKATI CITY 
REGISTRATION & VIEWING DATES: JUNE 20-21, 2006, 10:00AM-4:00PM 
AUCTION DATE: JUNE 22, 2006 (THU) @ 10:30 AM 


SCRAP METAL / WOOD AUCTION 


‘CONSISTING OF ALUMINUM TEE RUNNER. (12) CONDENSING UNTS 90) GATE VALVES. 
ALUMINUM FRAME W GLASS, COPPER ELECTRICAL WIRES. CONDUIT PIPES, COPPER. 
TUBNG. 20 WATS 40 ATS FLOURE SCENT, ALUMINUM REFLECTORS, CEILING JOST. 
‘ACOUSTIC BOARD, TOILET FIXTURES, PARTITON PANELS, SANTARY UNES. CHILLER, 


bulance. 

The three students, complete with 
soot on their faces, were sweating 
profusely but motionless, even if the 
green jogging pants on one of them 
was sliding to his knees as the res- 
cuers carried him out, 

“Good thing I wore shorts und 
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neath,” junior student Francis, 15, 
later told the Inqumen with a laugh. 
(His teachers had told him not to 
smile or move a muscle during the 
drill) 

The 17 "wounded" students were 
taken to a treatment area in front of 
the main building. They were served 
bottled water and cake as teachers 
bandaged their arms and legs. 


Orange vests 

But Ms Arroyo was not quite satis- 
fied by the simulated evacuation and 
fire and rescue response. 

‘According to Femando, Ms Arroyo 
wanted то know why the principal 
hd the teachers were wearing their 
range disaster response team vests 
even before the dil started. 

"The vests are supposed to be puton 
when a quake occus, so the students 
Tan easily identify their teacher 

“The President asked why they had 
their vests on,” said Femando, who 
was mostly at Ms Arroyo's side during 
the drill. 

Office of Civil Defense (OCD) chief 
Glenn Rabonza also asked why the 


students had only their bare arms 
over their heads. 

"They could have used their bags 
ог books, or monobloc chairs which 
are [made of] hard material,” said 
Rabonza, who is also executive direc- 
tor of the National Disaster Coordi- 
nating Council 

He also noted that the fire trucks 
were already parked nearby, so the 
response time was not accurately 
measured, 


Over and over again 

In her remarks after the dril, Ms 
Arroyo disregarded a prepared text 
and spoke off the cuff. 

She stressed the need to evaluate 
the drill based on goverumentissued 
pamphless 

"There will be an evaluation. Were 
all the instructions followed? if not, 
this will be done over and over 
again,” she said, adding that the drill 
Should also be conducted in buildings 
other than schools 

‘But Ms Arroyo commended Mariki- 
та for its "zero casualty” disaster 
management 

“We will do this again, Eventually 
we will have unannounced drills, 
maybe after doing this for three to 
four times more," Rabonza said. 


Cemetery 

For the students of the Francisco 
Benitez Elementary School on Yague 
Street corner South Avenue in Makati 
спу the place to run to in the event of 
3 big quake is the cemetery just 100 
ers away, 

When the bell rang at 9 a.m, more 
than 2000 students from Kinder- 
aren to the sixth grade calmly 
Tooped to the Manila South Ceme- 
tery guided by their teachers. 

Covering their heads with their 
arms, the students sat under the trees 
towering over the tombs and mau- 
Seleums for 15 minutes-unil they 
Were told to return to their class- 
rooms. 

Dr Ester Montalbo, Department of 
Education division ‘supervisor for 
Makati, aired a concern thar the trees 
might get uprooted and fall on the 
chidren shoulda major quake hit. 

Эш school principal Dr. Emilie Za- 


mudio said the cemetery was "the 
safest evacuation area” nearest the 
school 

"The only space that can hold a big. 
crowd inside the campus is ће quad- 
rangle, but it is a [critical spor,” Za- 
mudio said. 


"Don't panic’ 

At the Commonwealth Elementary 
School in Quezon City, one of the 
biggest grade schools in the world, 
organized chaos was the order of the 
day 

Within seconds after the shrill 
whistle sounded, thousands of 
Schoolchildren were lining up and 
Streaming out of the classrooms, led 
фу watchful teachers barking instruc- 
tions: "Don't panic. No pushing and 
shoving. Don't walk too slow or too 
fast” 

It took some time before the pupils, 
all 6,000 of them in the morning shift, 
filled the square just a few feet from 
the buildings. 

When they were all accounted for, 
the children were told tosit down and 
cover their heads with their hands. 
But because of their sheer number, 
they were literally bumping into each 
other 


The 2nd time 

After the exercise, all the students 
were told to go back to their class- 

But the drill was not yet over. After a 
few minutes, the same whistle, blown 
by assistant principal Willie’ Cacal, 
sounded again. 

"This time, the children’s “perfor- 
mance” was much better, said Leo de 
Leon, an art, music and physical edu- 
cation teacher. 

"They were more orderly the second 
time. And the teachers were more alert 
Maybe they were just too excited the 
first ime," he sad, 

De Leon said the school stood а 
good chance of surviving a strong 
earthquake. 

But he conceded that the number 
of pupils—12,000—could pose a 
problem. Reports from Edson C. Tan- 
doc Jr, Dona Z. Passibugan, Chris- 
tine 0. Avendaño, Jocelyn К. Uy, DJ 
Yap and Tina б. Santos in Manila 


No lessons learned from 7.8 Baguio earthquake 


Frompage Al 
Rachel Bugtong, principal of the 
Pines City National High School. 

William Rervenia, principal of the 
Doña Josefa Elementary School, said 
the exit points of his school were 
themselves hazards to children, so an 
earthquake now would trap ther 
side their rooms. 

Bugtong said these building prob- 
lems were elevated to the Depan- 
ment of Edu: h 
and funding in 2004, but it asked the 
local Parents-Teachers Association to 
foot the bill instead. 

"The PTA could only raise P10,000 


[which was too small for repairs] 
50 the real solution we have is to re- 
duce the number of students we ac- 
cept each year and that is dificult. We 
are forced to squeeze in 65 to 68 stu- 
dents in a classroom and they are all 
in danger during a quake," she said. 
Mayor Braulio Yaranon said 8,300. 
elementary and high school students 
in the city participated in the drill. 


Pilot site for disaster map 
Antonio Caluza, a member of the 
Philippine institute of Civil Engineers 
national board of directors, an 
nounced that his group had selected 


Baguio to be the pilor ste for a na- 
tionwide map that would identify ar- 
ess in every town that were vulnera- 
Ble to disasters. 

“The PICE was also authorized by 
the city government to issue public 
notices specifying the conditions of 
allstructres 

Private engineers are now tasked 
wit posting signs to drive away peo- 
ple from buildings that the PICE may 
Consider unstable, Caluzasaid, Же 
ports from Vincent Cabreza, Yolan- 
да Sotelo-Fuertes, Peter La. Julian, 
УШатог Visaya Jr and Errol 
Арген, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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Suit readied over power plant sale 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


BAYAN MUNA PARTYLIST REP TEODORO 
Casifio and consumer groups are set to file 
graft charges against officials of the Public 
Sector Assets and Liabilities Management 
Corp. (Psalm) for bungling the $560-million 
Masinloc power plant sale. 

Tn a press conference, Casiño said they 
would charge Psalm officials next week in 
the Office ofthe Ombudsman for allowing 
YNN Pacific Consortium Inc. to violate the 
Asset Purchase Agreement for the Masinloc 
plant “and worse, for helping the company 
get around the conditions of the sale.” 

He said Psalm officials were guilty of vio 
lating the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices 
‘Act and the Code of Conduet and Ethical 
Standatds for Public Officials and Employ 

"Psalm reneged on із duty and caused sub- 
stantial pecuniary loses to the government 


Metro wage board 
to end hearings 


WORKERS IN METRO MANILA WILL BE AN- 
other step doser to getting an increase in their 
wages as the Regional Tripartite Wages and Pro- 
ductivity Board concludes its public hearings to- 
day on a wage bike petition from a abor group. 

"The hearing, to be held at the Occupational 
Safety and Hazard Center in Quezon City is 
the last on the petition for a P75 increase in 
the daily minimum wage filed by the Trade. 
Union Congress of the Philippines. 

‘The board, which has conducted three con 
sultations on the TUCP petition, will meet on 
June 23 to assess the data gathered from the 
public hearings. 

labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas said 
she expects the board to come out with a 
wage order in less than the requisite 30 days 
аз the government wants to speed up the is- 
suance of wage orders. 

Wage boards in other regions, including 
those without pending wage hike petitions, 
are also studying economic indicators and de- 
termining reasonable wage increases, accord- 
ing to the labor department. 

Workers groups have demanded am in- 
crease in the minimum wage amid the contin- 
чей rise in the prices of basic commodities. 

The House of Representative responded with 
а move to legislate a Р125 across-the-board in- 
crease in the daily minimum wage but this was 
opposed by Malacafiang which prefers the re- 
gional wage boards as the best method for deter- 
mining mandated salary increases. 

Workers groups accused Malacafang of 
pandering to the interests of employers which 
expressed alarm at the House wage bill. Ac- 
cording to industry groups, most businesses 
cannot afford the amount proposed by the 
House and warned that it could lead to layoffs. 

‘The militant Alliance of Progressive Labor 
has called for the abolition of the wage 
boards, claiming that they had always decid 
ed in favor of capitalists. Leila B. Salaverria 


THE DaiLy 
GosPEL 


Wednesday, June 21, 2006 
11th Week in Ordinary Time 
Aloysius Gonzaga 
1st Reading: 2K2:1, 6-14 
Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Ве careful not 
to make a show of your righteousness before 
people. If you бозо, you do not gain anything 
from your Father in heaven. When you give. 
something to the poor, do not have it trum- 
peted before you, as do those who want to be 
Seen in the synagogues and in the streets in 
order to be praised by the people. 1 assure. 
you, they have been already paid in full. 

T you give something to the poor, do not | 
Jet your left hand know what your right hand 
is doing, so that your gift remains really se- | 
cret. Your Father who sees what is kept secret, 
will reward you. 

‘When you pray do not be like those who 
want to be seen. They love to stand and pray 
in the synagogues or on street comers to be 
seen by everyone. I assure you, they have al- 
ready been paid in full. When you pray go in- 
to your room, close the door and pr 
Father who is with you in secret; 
ther who sees what is kept secret will rewat 
you. 

When you fast, do not put on a miserable 
face эз do the hypocrites. They put on a 
gloomy face, so people can see they are fas 
ing. tell you this: they have been paid in full 
already. When you fast, wash your face and 
make yourself look cheerful, because you are. 
пог fasting for appearance or for people, bu 
for your father who sees beyond appear 
ances, And your Father, who sees what is kept 
secret will reward you." 

Commentary 

Elijah must leave, but he leaves Elisha a 
double portion of spirit with his mantle (of 
justice and truth) and the power is passed 
from one prophet to another. Jesus too is 
seeking to pass on his power of justice and 
truth and his teaching is forthright. We areto | 
practice our religion for God alone, to give 
aims in gratitude and to pray silently and 
‘alone; to fast and not make a show of reli 
gious ritual. God who is hidden sees all and | 
Wwe are seen truthfully before God, and will be 
judged by our hearts and not by what we ap- 
pear to be in public. 

Cloretian Publications In В Mayumi St, UP Vl 
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when it failed to foreclose YNN'S 
lion performance bond even if the buy 
ready missed two deadlines for the up-f 
payment of $233 million," Сазййо sai. 

"This also resulted in undue financial gains 
for YNN," he added. 

CCasifio said Psalm extended the deadline. 
twice—from Dec 2, 2005, to March 31, 2006, 
and now to June 30, 2006—in order to give 
YNN more time to raise funds "which were 
supposed to be immediately available and 
paid to the government in December 2005 as 
specified in the AP 

"Psalm sold Masinloc to a dubious buyer, 
did not collect the penalty when the buyer 
failed to pay the down payment, and is now 
even helping the dubious buyer raise funds. 
What a crazy way to privatize,” he said. 

Casifio added that Psalm, by extending 
deadline twice, was giving YNN time to "enter. 
into a supply contract" with the Manila Elec- 
tric Co. (Meralco). 
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"The supply contract is being required by 
Malaysian company Ranhill Power Berhad аз 
the pro- 


“The Malaysian company is expected to 
bring in financial resources and technical ca- 
pabilities that YNN never had in operating 2 
power plant of Masinloc'ssize,” he said. 

Casifio said a draft supply contact had been. 
drawn up and "is up for finalization by the 
Meralco board.” He added that the Energy 
Regulatory Commission had already suspend- 
ей the bidding rules "on such contracts to fa- 
citare the agreement.” 

“The biggest question now is, why would 
Meralco enter into a supply contract with 
YNN? What's the quid pro quo? Here's a clue: 
The ERCis about to rule on Meralco's P20-bil- 
lion settlement agreement with Napocor,” he 
said. 

The Ingumun tried to contact the Meralco 
spokesperson but learned he was abroad. 
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Poverty serious RP problem, Noli tells world meet 


By Cynthia D. Balana Speaking at the third session of the down from 44.2 percent in 1985 to Ре Castro spoke at the dialogue ban crisis in Manila arising from the post- 
‘World Urban Forum (WUF3) organized 30.4 percent in 2003, the number of session "Achieving the Millennium Edsa flood of rural migrants and the emer- 
VICE PRESIDENT NOLI DE CASTRO by UN Habitat in Vancouver Canada, poor families rose asa resultof popu- Development Goals (MDGs): Slum gence of sprawling squatter communities 
“yesterday that poverty remained a De Castro said the urban poor in the lation growth, migration to urban Upgrading and Affordable Housing” along Manila Bay. 
Sois probia inthe Philippines de. Philipines had endured “mixed” con- centers and limited resources to pro. which opened with a clip from the “Pethaps the most dramatic symbol is our 
Spite government measures to improve ditions in the last 16 years. vide for the needs of the poor, he 1990 documentar, successful transformation of the erstwhile 
the lives ofthe urban poor "While the poverty incidence went said. rowed Land," which examined theur- icon of urban poverty in the Philip. 
pines—Smokey Mountain—into a commer- 
Gal and residential center," he said. 


‘Voluntary evictions’ 

However, there were many more urban 
poverty problems that the government stil 
Rerded to address, De Casto admitted. 

On the issue of "voluntary evictions” un- 
dertaken by the government to pave the way 
for the rehabilitation of major railways, he 
stressed that demolitions and evictions were 
avoided or deferred as long as the continued 
Stay of informal settlers in their present 
do not pose a danger to others or to them- 
Selves” 

Whenever feasible, the government would 

the tenure of informal settlers 
through presidential proclamations disposing 
of publi lend as socialized housing sites, e. 
said 

De Castro also explained that “voluntary 
eviction" was part of the "beneficiary-led and 
Tocalized” resettlement program for informal 
sexies affected by the clearing operations as 
in the case of the North-South Rail Linkage 
project 


Peaceful relocation 

“The resettlement program, he said, result- 
edin the peaceful relocation of all the families 
of Phase 1 of the NorthRail alignment. 

He also said that the government remained 
“committed to wage a relentless batte 
against poverty in our cities and urban ar 

De Castro also met with UN Habitat Execu- 
tive Director Anna Tibaijuka during which he 
reiterated the country's support of the goals 
of the habitat agenda "both at the national 
and international levels." 

He assured Tibaijuka that the government 
would continue to champion the principles of 
the win campaigns on secure tenure and 
good urban governance supported by UN 
Habitat. 

Some 15,000 participants from different 
countries attended the WUF3, whose theme 
was “Our Future: Sustainable Cities Turning 
Ideas into Action." 


Pinoy pleads guilty 
to alien smuggling 


NEWARK, NEW JERSEY—A FILIPINO MAN 
pleaded guilty Monday to smuggling more. 
than 25 people from the Philippines into the. 
United States illegally 

Roehl Rivera of Cabanatuan City faces up 

is to five years in prison. His sentencing is set for 
Sept. 27. 

in pleading guilty to a single conspiracy 

SUPERMAN charge, Rivera implicated а former driver 

at the Micronesian Embassy in Washington 
KE JcU Be ES D.C. Enrico Calderon, who was indicted in 
May and is awaiting trial 
NI Calderon, 41, of Springfield, Virginia, 
IN CIMEMAS JUNE 28 has pleaded not guilty and is being held 
without bail. Besides a conspiracy charge, 
he faces five counts of smuggling aliens for 
money, a charge that carries three to 10 
years in prison. 

Rivera said the scheme to smuggle illegal 
immigrants through Newark Liberty Interna- 
tional Airport ran from May 2004 through. 
January 2006, Rivera was arrested at the air 

I M A G 1 N E A M A N C A N F LY port Jan. 5 after using Micronesian passports 

from Calderon for himself and three Filipinos, 
authorities sid. 
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hai Me 4 "The aliens did nor have a right to travel 
and take your imagination UP, UP AND AWAY!» By invitation only. under that agreement," said Seth Kosto, an 
assistanc US attorney for the District of New 
Jersey. 
Rivera made at least four trips from 
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оой ORO Gragn, P. cana: Phones А Gadgets Pres Mui POS Nip. ОЗ. Бесе. tions about "Country М” if questioned by 
US immigration officers, the statement 
said. 
Rivera was only paid between $400 and 
$500 per trip, according ro prosecurors, 
4 M" "The "Country M" passports were obtain 
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Litmus test 


НЕ DESIRE TO ASSERT JURISDICTION OVER 

| American soldiers who have violated Philippine 

laws is nothing new. In “А Diplomatic History of the 

Philippine Republic: The First Years 1946-1961," Milton 

‘Walter Meyer pointed out that prior to World War II, the 

Philippine Commonwealth "sought to elaborate, without 

success, Philippine jurisdiction over criminal acts com- 

mitted by American servicemen.’ 

EDITORIAL Since the Visiting Forces Agreement. 

was signed over a decade ago, that 
lack of success, it seems, has become permanent. 

Last May, a petition filed through her lawyers by rape 
victim "Nicole" was set aside by the Makati Regional 
Trial Court (Branch 139). The petition asked the court 
to declare two provisions of the Visiting Forces Agree- 
ment unconstitutional. The provisions grant the United 
States custody over any of its soldiers accused of 
crimes, and set a one-year deadline for the trial. Now, 
acting through her lawyers, "Nicole" has asked the 
Supreme Court to set aside the trial court's decision. 
The VFA provisions, according to the lawyers, are es- 
sentially discriminatory: they place American service- 
men їп a “privileged position," compared to Filipinos 
accused of the same crimes. 

The government's response is that broader policy must 
be sacrificed to specifics, since the US government won't 
be interested in debates over the Constitution or Philip- 
pine laws but will instead focus on absolute compliance 
with existing agreements. According to Justice Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez, the VFA is strict and absolute: Once the 
clock starts ticking, Filipinos have one year to obtain a 
verdict from the courts. And once the specified period 
lapses, the United States can assert that it has complied 
with its obligations and make the accused unavailable to 
face further proceedings. 

‘A treaty commitment, even when lopsided (the Philip- 
pines views the VFA as a formal treaty ratified by the Sen- 
ate; the United States considers it merely as an executive 
agreement), does entail compliance between two parties, 
regardless of whether one party grumbles about the iniq- 
uitous nature of the agreement. It can be said that this is 
particularly true when dealing with influential nations. 
For this reason, despite their origins in the period of the 
defunct Chinese Empire, the People’s Republic of China 
as successor government abided by imperialist-era 
treaties with the United Kingdom and Portugal over Hong 
Kong and Macao. 

But it is the kind of pragmatic thinking espoused by 
Gonzalez that betrays the fatal flaw in how the Philippine 
government views not only its existing obligations, but 
the bargaining that goes into them. The VFA is merely one 
of many contracts embarked upon by the Philippines that 
have proven so disadvantageous that they cry out for cor- 
rection (the Fraport deal is another example, on the busi 
ness side). Yes, it can be argued that a contract must al- 
ways be upheld, but it does not mean that future con- 
tracts should be of that nature. And any contract, if 
proven manifestly unfair, should be renegotiated. 

If Gonzalez and the government had their way, not only 
would the appeal of “Nicole” be thrown out but any kind 
of reconsideration would be forbidden. The harsh reality 
may be that “Nicole” will have to suffer because of the 
over-obliging nature of the Philippine negotiators who 
drafted, and approved, the VFA: But hers should, at the 
very least, be the last case of this kind, where, indeed, as 
her lawyers assert, a Filipina in her unfortunate situation 
would have found it easier to obtain justice if her rapist 
was a fellow citizen and not a foreign soldier. 

There are cases considered litmus tests, that is, they 
serve to illustrate whether existing law or policy is fair or 
just. The present rape case is one such case. It will estab- 
lish parameters for the assertion of the rights of the na- 
tionals of two allied nations with regard to accusations of 
criminal behavior by individuals. In this precedent-set- 
ting case, our government cannot forget its foremost du- 
ty, which is to assert the impartiality of the law to Fi 
ipinos and foreigners alike. 

The appeal, then, not only deserves the fullest consid- 
eration by the Supreme Court, but the strongest support. 
from its chief opponent, the Department of Justice. 
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Abandoned Lafayette pits worse 


YES, THE LAFAYETTE MINING FIRM CHEATED 
in reporting the volume of its mined metals on 
Rapu-Rapu island. Yes, И may have cheated on 
its tax payments. Yes, it violated mining rules. 
No, it did not have enough safeguards. Yes, the 
Department of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources (DENR) was negligent in monitoring 
Lafayere's mining operations. 

‘Al of these Environment Secretary Angelo 
Reyes admitted at last Mondays Kapihan sa 
Manila (Hote). But the repercussions of cosing 
down Lafayette and abandoning the open pit 
mines could be worse, he said. ifthe mine is 
{dosed and the різ are abandoned, small-scale 
miners would invade i like they have done in 
Diwalwal in Mindanao and the result would be 
much worse. They would dig into the mountain- 
Side and tunnels would collapse and kill miners. 

Smallscale miners use mercury to separate 
the metal from the ore. Mercury is a very stable 

metal that does not break down. It ac- 
Camulares in the body and  талепей бот 
body to body Itis ingested by fish and when you 
eat the fish, you ingest the mercury which in 
‘ceases in your body until you are poisoned and 
jou suffer the very painful Minimata disease that 
wastes away your lbs and body undl you die. 
йари йари would be another goldrush site 
where crime and chaos would reign. Aer the 
mines are exhausted, the miners would leave and 
nobody would cover up the різ and plant wees 
and put the ste back to its former condition. 

With a big mining company operating t, you 
can impose controls in the mines and when they 
sre exhausted, the company, under our mining 
laws is mandated to put i back to ts pristine con- 
dition, Reyes said. And anyway, the 30-day test- 
ing period does not mean the mining firm wil be 
allowed to continue operating permanendy Ifthe 
Tests are unsatisfactory Lafayette will be dosed. 

"The testing period, Reyes explained, would 
be done in three sages to find ош the efficiency 
of Lafayene's operations If at any stage ît is dis- 
‘covered that there are flaws in the operations 
and the safeguards, the mines would be perma 
nently closed. Only when everything is in pet- 
fect working condition would the firm be al- 
lowed ta reopen, be said. 


IDONTKNOW IF YOUVE NOTICED, BUT THE 
streets of Metro Manila today are full of tricy- 
des, motorcycles and bicycles. I used to see 
them only on odd hours, the bicycles and пку- 
cles in particular venturing into the main thor- 
‘oughfares tothe unseeing or unmindful eyes of 
‘cops and traffic enforcers only when traffic was 
light. But today they're there at all hours, пос 
just tuming nightmarish traffic during rush 
hour into absolute torment but threatening to 
cause a host of mayhem, accidental or deliber- 
ate, on the streets. 

That is so particularly because the tricycles, 
motorcyces and bicycles no longer botber to 
keep to the sides of the streets. They overrun 
them on all sides, weaving through and dodg- 
ing motor vehicles as though they were in a 
video game. For some reason, none of the 
drivers or riders appears to think he is gov- 
emed by пабе rules. Who knows? Maybe 
theres a perverse logic that says that if you 
shouldn't be driving a tricycle or riding a bicy- 
di om Quem Avenue or Bas In tie fee 
place, then you are ipso facto exempted from 
trafic rules. = 

"The solution to this is not to banish motor- 
cycles, tricycles and bicycles from the face of 
the earth, or the streets of Metro Manila. My ir- 
ritation at encountering these things in the 
main thoroughfares has long given way to an. 
appreciation of the fact that gasoline today 
may now qualify as a prize in contests. Its a 
fortune in itself And I am not a little dismayed 
that the oil companies should continue to ad- 
vertise their product without a thought to this. 
Some of the ads are plain indulgent. They of- 
fend sensibilities, if not rub salt on wound. Ob- 
viously the reason the motorcycles, tricycles 
and bicycles are advancing like Artla’s horde 
today is that gasoline prices bore a hole in the 
pocket. My sympathies go to bicycles in partic- 
ular, which don't use any. 

"The solution is to put bicycle lanes in the 
main streets. That's for bicycles and motor- 
bikes; tricycles should clearly be kept to the 
side streets. I's a cause some of my friends, 
who believe, completely rightly, that bicycles 
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‘The Philippine Tourism Authority's Robert 
Dean Barbers, also a guest at the Kapihan, 
gave the assurance that the Atis of Boracay 
are not being driven away from their ances- 
trai land. The whole of Boracay island, now 
the Philippines’ premier tourist spot, is still 
public domain, but because of the tourism 
boom there, parts of it are being titled to re- 
sort owners, including foreigners (non-Fil- 
ipinos are not allowed to own real estate 
ere), and the native Atis are being forced 
ош of choice beachfront sites. 

‘Barbers said the Atis are being given lots 
and jobs and houses are being built for them. 
‘The problem is that many Atis living in cities 
and other islands have gone back to Boracay 
‘due to the tourism boom so there isa sudden 
population boom of Atis there. 

‘Why are foreigners being given more pri- 
ority than the natives? Barbers was asked. 
How come they are able to get titles to lots 
when they are not allowed to own property 
in the Philippines? 

Barbers replied that the foreigners are 
married to Filipinos and the tiles are in the 
names oftheir spouses. 

But Boracay island is still public domain 
and cannot be titled to private individuals, so 
all those titles are illegal and void, the two 
guests were told. 

Reyes agreed that the titles could be “void 
ab initio" (void from the very beginning, as 
though no title was issued at all). 

Barbers replied that cases to cancel the ti- 
Чез have been filed in court. 

But since the titles were "void ab initio,” they 
are assumed to be non-existent and the gov- 
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эге healthier physically and financially, have 
been fighting for for many years. Now more 
than ever, they have reason to push И vigorous- 
y 

Put bicycle lanes on the main streets. Cars, 
buses and jeepneys found poaching on them 
should be корей and their drivers given a 
ticket, fined, or extored from, whichever puts 
a bigger chill in their hearts 

it should help to improve health, the indi- 
viduals and the nations. The individual sands 
to enjoy more exercise, or at least suffer fewer 
secdents, and the nation stands to conserve 
"nore fue. Some small things have a way of 
producing big results 


+1 think thar 1 shall never see/ A billboard. 
lovely as a tree/ Perhaps unless the billboards 
fall/ ГЇ never see a tree агай 

‘That's Ogden Nash's famous parody of Joyce 
Kilmer's famous poem, and it's hard not to be 
taken in by its spirit, particularly in these 
times. There's a raging debate going on about 
billboards, with some of my friends on the side 
of those bitterly opposing them. My sympa- 
thies are with them. 

Му concern, however, is not moral. 1 have 
по beef with the sight of men and women in 
the throes of suggestive poses clad only in the 
near-pristine state God made them. Who on 
earth doesn't like that—other of course than 
people who believe sensuality, not to speak of 
Sexuality, is rhe serpents invention? 1 wouldn't 
mind falling in Hieronymus Bosch's garden of 
earthly delights. My beef is people being given 
to feast on these sights when their eyes should 
be riveted only to the road. 

‘The billboards are a road hazard. The big 
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‘ernment doesn't have to prove anything, they 
ere told. Iris the holders of these tes who 
Tave to prove tat they have a legal right to 
them. It the Aris who have a legal Tight to Bo- 
‘cay because of he law on ancestral domain. 
Shouldn't the resort owners pay rent to the Atis 
as they are doing to the American Indians and 
the Australian aborigines? Now is the time for 
"ll good lawyers to come to the aid of the А 

dent Boracay already overdeveloped? Bar- 
bers was asked. 

Barbers replied that it is the beachfronts 
that are overdeveloped but that inner sites 
эге иШ undeveloped. 

Shouldn't the PTA develop other islands 
and othe tourist spots? 

"es the РТА is scouting for other sites. 

Wiis St Cruz island, with the fine pink 
sand off Zamboanga, not being promoted? 

Because there i a pending court case be- 
tween different claimants. 

Under our laws, foreshore areas cannot be 
tied to private individuals and fenced. They 
Шш always be open to the public. 

"rue and we are monitoring foreshore ar- 

What about reclaimed land? 

Lots adjacent to the sea cannot be titled to 
private entities. 

We wil look into that 

Alios Dee are sil many too many ire 
sponsible pet owners, there are indications that 
Thore and more owner are aking beter care of 
their pers. This can be gleaned from the increase 
în the number of veterinarians and veterinary 
ics The most successful of them alis the An- 
{mal House group of animal cinics and groom- 
ingentes 

== ‘House celebrated its 20th anniver- 
sary las June 16, з stared in 1986 by Dr 
Michael Ka and Dr: Edgar Unson in a tiny store- 
Font across fom the od Magnolia plant on Au- 
Tora Boulevard in Quezon Cy It now has 14 
Sinice and сеп. We have been a steady client 
Since is founding, To Doctors Michael, Cielo, 
алгай and Joy, thanks for taking care of our 
animal companions, 


one in Guadalupe in particular poses the 
added hazard of blinding drivers with its fero- 
cious light. Given that motorcycles and bicy- 
cles are currently swarming like locusts on the 
streets, well, you'd almost think the hospitals 
and funeral parlors were paying the perpetra- 
tors of this atrocity to improve their business. 

My sympathies go as well to my friends who 
have been complaining about the environmen- 
tal and aesthetic degradations or depredations 
being wrought by the billboards. I know Edsa 
does not offer the most pleasant view in the 
world (1 laughed my head off many years ago 
when the people opposing the building of the 
MRT argued that it was an aesthetic outrage to. 
Edsa), but do we really need to uglify it for no 
other reason than to advertise clothes, or the 
Jack of them? 

As to the environment, well, ТЇЇ go along. 
with Pareng Ogden, Perhaps unless the bill 
boards fall, FII never see a tree at all. 

1 saw it in the twilight years of Marcos! rule 
Quezon Avenue teeming with ladies of the 
night at night, and indeed at one point, in the 
daytime. 1 see И again today. Past midnight, in 
particular the place starts accumulating wom 
fen and fnen in drag who vigorously hail cars 
the way commuters ай cabs in furious rain, It 
used to be that they were just content to wait 
for the desperate to stop by them. 

‘Sign of the times. The last years of martial 
Jaw also saw resolute efforts to hide reality 
with billboards, metaphorical and literal, the 
regime saying life had never been better. A 
thing even more resolutely refuted by those 
who braved rain, cops and shady characters, 
the last two often being one and the same, sell- 
ing body ro keep body and soul together. Rox- 
anne sounds romantic only in song, not in real 
life. You can’t get a more vivid, if poignant, in- 
dicator of today's quality of life than the suc 
den increase of lae of the tribe of fallen Eves 
fon the streets. Street life, street death, 

Shortly after Quezon Avenue became that in 
the twilight years of Marcos rule, the sun set 
оп Marcos rule, Truly, sign of ће times. 
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NO SOONER HAD THE INK DRIED ON PRESI 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's decaraton of “all-out 
War" to crush the 37 year communist insurgency in 
two years than the Armed Forces jumped into the 
fray with a lust for blood and bate not seen since 
the height of the military campaign against the 
Hukbalahap rebellion in 1949-1952. At the time, 
the young post-war republic faced the grave threat 
of being overrun by the communist revolution with 
the Huks, already then with an armed strength of 
no less than 10000 men, knocking at the outer 
perimeter of Manila which was surrounded by 
Sandbags and checkpoints at its approaches. 

Days after the Presidents declaration, the 
Armed Forces reinforced the troops deployed in 
the military drive in Central, Northern and South- 
em Luzon with troops withdrawn from Min- 
danao. The redeployment unveiled the mailed 
fist of the campaign. 

At no time since 1950 has the life of the repub- 
lic and Philippine democracy been seriously 
threatened by the Marxist revolution—until the 
Arroyo administration reinvented a life-and- 
death scenario for the republic by resurrecting 
the Red nightmare of the 1940s, half a century 
later and 17 years after the collapse of the former 
Soviet Union and the Iron Curtain. 

"The administration is now telling the Filipino 
people that they are facing the gravest threat to 
the survival of democracy from the continuing 
and exaggerated communist insurgency. The gov- 
ernment has identified the “leftists” as the fore 
most “enemies of the state" in an attempt to rally 
public opinion behind this spurious anti-eommu- 
nist campaign. 

Tn this new campaign, the administration is 
constructing the specter of communist takeover 
on little more than an imagined threat that has no 
basis in fact, evidence or historical reality. The ex- 
aggeration of the threat undermines the credibili- 
ty of the scare campaign, and dooms it to failure 
in galvanizing popular support. 

‘The public perception of this spurious threat is 
that itis not the republic that faces overthrow 


WHEN MAGELLAN'S EXPEDITION LANDED ON 
Philippine shores in 1521, Antonio Pigafeta, the 
navigator and self-appointed chronicler of the voy- 
age, wrote of his early encounters with the "па. 
tives,” particularly the women who to him seemed 
unaccountably licentious and sexually liberated. 

"Women figured prominently in the society Pi- 
gafetta encountered, particularly the babayianes or 
priestesses who presided over rituals by which the 
community sought to communicate with the spirit 
world, and who knew all the secrets of the healing 
ans. Thus, when the contingent of Miguel Lopez de 
Legazpi re asserted Spanish authority in 1565 (af 
ter the rout of Magellan's forces by Lapu-lapu), the 
combined forces of the conquistadores and frailes 
went after the babaylanes, whom they systematical- 
ly sought to wipe out through executions and by 
burning their ancient texts. And yet, babaylanes lore 
persists, the healing arts preserved in the work of 
Joss or traditional healers, who passed on their 
‘knowledge through generations that followed. The 
sharing of knowledge was done candesinely in se- 
‘ret and in hiding. Аз a hilot, talking to researchers, 
put it: "By hiding, we fought back” 

Ав forthe role of abaylanes as shamans, medi- 
ators between the earth-bound and the spirits it 
persists in various cults and in folk traditions cele- 
rating what has become known (thanks to Dan 
Brown) as the "divine feminine,” and the role of 
woman as repository of life. 

‘This much is evident in “Lukayo: Hindi Io Bas- 
tos,” a documentary by Howie Severino which aired 
last May 22 on GMA-7's "Witness" that documents 
the work of folklore scholar Ramon Obusen, who 
was recently named National Arist for Dance, and 
the practices of the old women of Kalayaan, Lagu- 
na, who perform bawdy dances and songs at wed- 
dings with the help of massive phalluses. 
FERTILITY rites and phallic symbols have long 
been recognized as staples of folk culture, that 
is, the culture that existed before "Christianiza- 
tion” and “colonization,” and which lies just be- 
ow the surface of “civilization.” We can no 
more deny this than wipe it out. And yet, by 
seeking to censure Severino and GMA-7 for air- 


ITS THAT TERRIBLE TIME OF THE YEAR 
again, the opening of classes. 

My childhood summers were spent with my 
cousins ether in Pampanga or in Baguio. We played 
all day, had no rules, had no homework—our un- 
cles and aunts spoiled us rotten. We could watch TV 
all day and wake up as late as we wished. Summer 
break was truly a treat, зо that every year we dread- 
ей the trip down the zig-zag road when, at a certain 
point where we rolled up the windows and turned 
‘nthe car aircon, my father would utter those horri- 
ble words, “Sorry folks, vacation is over" 

бепїп up early was the biggest of my prob- 
Jems (having to deal with homework and being 
starved of television was icing on the cake). The. 
funny thing about school is that you hate it when 
you are there, but in later life you look back with 
fondness and nostalgia to a time of carefree inno- 
сепсе that disappeared when you entered the re- 
al world and started to work Юга living. 

Everyone is familiar with Jose Rizal's early ed- 
cation at his mothers lap. We know about the 
private tutor who died on him, and the school- 
master of Bihan who beat him daily. We know 
about Rizal's stellar grades in the Ateneo Munici- 
pal but are not given the details of his rather aver- 
age grades in the University of Santo Tomas. It 
‘would be interesting to know how our heroes (or 
maybe even our presidents) were educated be- 
cause it may provide clues on the way they con- 
ducted themselves when they moved out of a 
classroom and, for better or worse, shaped the 
Philippines into what we are today. 

Emilio Aguinaldo may not be everyone's fa- 
vorite hero, but he left a very readable and inter- 
esting memoir in Tagalog titled, “Mga Gunita ng 
Himagsikan.” Unfortunately, most people who 
read this do so for work or research—they want 
to find out about the conduct of the revolution or 
Jook for hints on the deaths of Andres Bonifacio 
and Antonio Luna--so they miss the very human 
portrait painted on its pages. In some parts, it is 
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from the overblown insurgency, but rather it is- 
the regime's Ме that is threatened—but not by 
the leftists but by the resurgent reactionary Right 
in the Armed Forces, which the President has 
now deployed as the spearhead of her campaign. 
The regime and its military allies are deluding 
themselves if they believe that their perception of 
the communist threat is shared by the rest of the 
population. The civil sector has gotten used over 
decades with being intimidated by the commu- 
nist scare to know that the security of the state is 
not identical with the security of the regime. And 
this explains why the campaign has no resonance 
with the broad sector of public opinion. 

The Arroyo campaign has a heavy military ac- 
cent and is short on the civic action component 
(that is, "winning the hearts and mind" of the 
people) that made President Ramon Magsaysey's 
insurgency campaign of the 1950s moderately 
successful. President Arroyo's campaign is driven 
by the strategy of instilling fear of punitive and 
repressive police action. By contrast, the military 
side of the Magsaysay campaign was built mainly 
оп the combat efficiency of Philippine Constabu- 
lary battalion combat teams, exemplified by Col. 
Napoleon Valeriano' elite Nenita Unit (the Skull 
and Bones strike force), the nemesis of the Huk 
guerrillas. 

Today, Ms Arroyo's anticommunist strike 
forces are led by officers who lack the military 
brilliance of Valeriano but with reputations and 
records of atrocities against civilians and non- 
combatants exceeding the worst atrocities perpe- 
trated by the Nenita Unit. 

"The blueprint of war outlined in the "orders of 
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ing “Lukayo,” the Movie and Television Review 
and Classification Board is taking on the man- 
tle of the frailes, who rushed to put blouses on 
bare-breasted tribal women and imposed the 
concept of malice (and sin) on a society where 
partial nudity was considered natural. 

In her account of the MTRCB hearing, Sheila. 
Coronel of the Philippine Center for Investiga- 
tive Journalism (PCL) wrote that "it was clear 
the MTRCB committee, headed by lawyer 
Manuel Cases, found the episode ... distasteful 
and objectionable.” 

Obusan, who was present at the hearing to 
testify in defense of Severino (who is also а 
board member of PCL), “explained that the 
lukayo are the keepers of a tradition. "Where is 
the dividing line between malice and accept- 
ing and appreciating tradition as part of what 
we've inherited from the past?” he asked.” 

‘But, as Coronel documents, Cases and other 
committee members refused to buy the an- 
thropological argument. As Cases put it: "The 

roblem is how the show was presented. Sure, 
itis their tradition—they want to play with dil- 
dos. That's what it is. To me, that's how it 
looked, they like to play with dildos... But we 
have to see this in the context of the law and 
the viewing public. This should not be shown 
to young people. They will not understand. We 
received complaints. There was confusion. 
Some of the phalluses looked real.” 
1 WOULDNT be surprised if the lukayos of 
Kalayaan should rally before the MTRCB offices 
and brandish their wooden phalluses in the face 
ОР Cases as retaliation for his insults and igno- 
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more interesting than Rizal's memoirs. 

For example Rizal's mother had а dificult child- 
birth because the hero's head was oversized. She 
ог through by praying to the Virgin of Antipolo. In 
Emilio Aguinaldo's case, it was aso along delivery 
cut short when the heros father lighted firecrackers 
around the bedside and so stated both mother and 
baby thar lie Emilio was literally bom with a 
bang. The first smell that entered his nostrils was 
gunpowder, and this probably explains why he was 
at home in the barlefieids of the Philippine Revolu- 
tion and the Filipino American War. 

Aguinaldo's early education started at home. 
He wrote: 

“1 still recall hat during my childhood, ойе of 
the toys that my beloved father gave me was a 
huge basket full of blocks two inches square. 
These blocks had different colors and on each 
face was written a letter of the alphabet. Proba- 
biy, my father had two motives in giving them to 
me frs, that I may have something to play with 
and, second, to arouse my interest in the rudi- 
ments of learning, particularly the alphabet. 

"Actually while | played with the blocks, 1 did 
leam the alphabet and eventually joined the letters 
to form words. Very beautiful beginning, but when 1 
was to be introduced to formal schooling on the 
cartilla alfabetica in the school of Sotera Aguinaldo, 
ту grandmother, instead of anending to my stud- 
ies, spent my time playing the common games of 
the times such as: alahuyo, sopo, calderon, batico- 
bra, pikarpiko, San Anton, and tubigan. Aside from 
these games I enjoyed playing with toy guns." 


bartie” of Oplan Bantay Laya envisages decima- 
tion of the non-military segments of the commu- 
nist movement. It is not designed to engage the 
New People's Army in armed conflict in field war- 
fare. It is designed to butcher and massacre de- 
fenseless non-combatants. It is therefore a sinis- 
ter plan for civilian butchery a strategy which ex- 
poses the military and police to fewer risks and 
Casualties than they would face in armed fighting 
with the communist guerrillas. 

This strategy is different from the Magsaysay 
campaign spearheaded by the Nenita Unit, which 
engaged the Huks in firefighis more than it 
cracked down on the urban cadres of the Commu- 
nist Party in the trade unions. 

‘One document made available to the noun 
on Oplan Bantay Laya lists targeted sectoral front 
groups "advancing the revolutionary struggle of 
the Left.” 

The disclosure followed the upsurge of killings of 
Left-wing militants since 2001, totaling more than 
200 members ofthe legal Bayan Muna ралу. or- 
ganization. The principal suspecs behind these 
Шу are paramilitary death squads. According o 
an идол source, documents "dont say that 
‘embers of sectoral groups are to be killed but they 
do use the term neutralze a term implicitly un- 
derstood by the underwori of Philippine politics as 
2 go-ahead for death squad assassinations.” 

"The emphasis of this strategy on “neutralizing” 
sectoral/front/legal organizations helps explain 
why most ofthe victims of the past five years have 
been non-combatants and defenseless members 
of the Left. During that period, the number of 
murdered aboveground members of the Left has 
far exceeded fatalities of the NPA in armed en- 
counters with security forces. 

This strategy is blamed for the systemate mas- 
sacre of non-combatanıs. It offers а huge potential 
for human rights abuses and atrocities. И makes 
the regime look more cold-blooded in из methods 
in trying to crush the insurgency than its predeces- 
sors, not excluding the Marcos dictatorship. 
opens the path to the slaughter of the defenseless. 
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rance, especially for describing them as simply 
‘wanting to “play with dildos.” 

“Lukayo,” so the women tell Severino, is really 
shorthand for "luka-luka kayo (youre all crazy),” 
apparently what some of their neighbors might 
have called out to the women as they dressed in 
outlandish costumes, tied wooden outsize phallic 
symbols (which no one in his right mind would 
mistake for the real thing, unless fueled by delu- 
sion) to their waists, then paraded through the 
streets of the barrio. Meeting up with newlyweds, 
they surrounded the couple and serenaded them 
with bawdy songs and suggestive rituals that, so 
thy explained, were meant ro bless husband and 
wife with the gift of fertility 

"There was plenty of humor and jollity in the 
“tukayo” ritual, but no malice. This, even if the 
new parish priest in Kalayaan looked on disa 
proving and declared his condemnation of the 
people's fascination with “(symbols of) immorali- 
Sy like the penis.” 

THE PENIS is by itself immoral? That's a new 
take on sexual polities! 

Viewing Severino's documentary, I wanted 
to take the lukayos in my arms and bless 
them—for their fidelity to the cause of pre- 
serving the culture of the babaylanes, their 
bravery in the face of community displeasure, 
and their audacity in giving patriarchy, espe- 
cially the sexual entitlement that men take for 
granted, the finger. 


Most of all, I wanted to bless them for their ` 


humor and good spirits, for the joy with which 
they embarked on their rituals, and the sister- 
hood they shared, a sisterhood that I hope they 
will pass on to succeeding generations. 

Surely, the MTRCB has more pressing con- 
cerns than to find malice in а scholarly and 
sympathetic portrayal of a ‘our 
ture that has come under relentless attack by 
colonialists, moralists and hypocrites for cen- 
turies, and yet manages to survive, with hu- 
mor and gaiety intact. Would that the worthies 
of the MTRCB find a sense of humor—and in- 
telligence—about this matter, too. 


Aguinaldo’s education 


Tm old enough to be the father of my college 
level students, and yet Aguinaldo's childhood 
games are Greek to me, except piko. Nowadays, 
many children play indoors on a computer, and 
there в Ше physical exertion except for the eyes 
and fingertips. To them, Aguinaldo's games are 
Jurassic indeed. 

Like Rizal, the young Aguinaldo was sent to a 
privat school in town and he seemed to have 
{sed the same books Rizal used like “Doctrina 
Cristiana" and “Amigo de los Niños,” yet the result 
was not the same. Rizal rumed out better maybe 
because he was beaten daily, while Aguinaldo 
was spared even if he didn't study probably be- 
‘cause the teacher did not want to cour the ire of 
Aguinaldo's mother and grandmother. Aguinaldo 

"Up tothe time of my father's death, I contin- 
ued то have a dislike for studies. Furthermore, 1 
was discouraged to discover that those who were 
highly educated were ether sent to the gallows or 
deported.” 

Despite all this, Aguinaldo was still sent to a 
private high school where he failed his exams. Yer 
he managed to enroll in the Dominican-run Cole- 
gio de San Juan de Letran in Imramuros, where 
Ке did not say long, and was moved to another 
private school run by a certain Cipriano Fenoy 
Gonzales in Santa Cruz before ending up in the 
school of Jose Ma. Basa in Cavite. 

Tn Manila, Aguinaldo spent lot of time watch- 

ing the ships anchored on Magallanes Street. His 
favorite subject was geography He ignored all the 
other subjects. 

Perhaps the problem was not with Aguinaldo 
bat with the teachers who did not know how to 
motivate him to study. Nevertheless, he rose ro 
become president ofthe First Republic and sur- 
rounded himself with the learned. 

Now look where that led him and us? 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 
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Yari’ 


“WALANG MANGYAYARI (NOTHING WILL HAPPEN),” JUN 
argued. He was shrugging off the possibility that he would 
get Шепе, his live-in girlfriend, pregnant. (Тт not using 
their real names.) 

Times are hard, he acknowledged, and he and his giri 
friend can barely make ends meet. She works as a waitress 
while he picks up casual jobs here and there. They pay 
P3,500 а month, al- 
most half of their 
combined income, 
for a 4-sq m room in 
one of Quezon City’s 
slum colonies, where. 

Туе been conducting 3 
research, Michael L. Tan в < 

Нез 24, married —— ———  — — 1 
but separated. She's 21 and agreed to live in with him a 
month after they met. He's had a string of live-in partners 
and says he fell in love with Lizette because she was "de- 
cent," unlike his previous girlfriends, and yet willing to live 
inwith him, 

Both of them agreed a baby was out of the question and 
yet they were not using any reliable family planning method, 
When he first told me “walang mangyayari,” it was said in a 
boastful tone. Occasionally, he'd use withdrawal and he was 
sure this was effective because of his prowess with "timing." 
When I explained that a pregnancy could still occur even 
with small amounts of ejaculate, he looked incredulous. 

The next time we talked, he was still adamant that noth- 
ing would happen, but was clearly less confident, He ram- 
bled about how he had an hernia operation three years ago 
and that had probably made him sterile, comparing the oper 
ation to a vasectomy. When 1 explained how different the 
two operations were, he shrugged: "Ies all the same. When 
they operate you there, it weakens your sperm. Look, none of 
my other live-in partners got pregnant.” 

“How sure are you?” I threw the question back at him, and 
he seemed almost titillated by the idea that he might have 
sired children—and escaped. "Problema nila уап (105 their 
problem),"he sai, referring to his former girlfriends. 

He said he and Lizette monitor her menstrual cycle, but 
when Lasked him when a woman was fertile during her men- 
strual cycle, he mumbled something about five days before 
and after—a common and dangerous misconception, 

Each time I ask him what he would do if something does 
happen, he shoots back, "Di, ipalaglag." He says Lizette has 
agreed as well to an abortion, if something happens. 

PMS 

‘This year, of the 2.4 million pregnancies that will occur in 
the Philippines, more than half will be unplanned and un- 
‘wanted, many occurring in circumstances similar to what 1 
have jus described, 

‘One of my anthropology students, a Catholic nun, is fin- 
ishing her dissertation with "May Nangyari Na" (Some- 
thing's Happened) аз the title, describing the lives of young 
women, no, giris, who get pregnant before marriage. 

Don't imagine “liberated” girls in Metro Manila who sleep 
around, those women are usually smart enough to protect 
themselves. We're talking here about girls from very impov- 
cerished families, who fall in love with boys as poor as they 
are but who are able to seduce their girlfriends with promis- 
es of a better life. Many will describe how almost accidental 
the sex was, sometimes only occurring once but leading to a 
pregnancy. 

When something happens, an abortion is one option, of- 
ten suggested by the girls own mother, who knows what 
pregnancy will mean for their family. Others, again often 
parents deciding for their chiléren, will march the young 
loversto church, or to judge, for a quick wedding. The baby 
is born, and is soon followed by another one. They come in 
succession, but no one's concerned about these pregnancies 
because they occur within marriage. 

Like Jun and Lizette, almost all of the giris interviewed by 
my student got little or no information about sex from their 
parents, except of course for the usual warnings about pre- 
marital sex and the shame that a pregnancy would cause. 

Мете fixated over premarital sex as the problem, even 
coining the abbreviation PMS to describe it. But we do lile 
to talk about sex, about learning to be more discerning with 
relationships. АП we do is tell our young that PMS is wrong. 
Ме also tell them sex should always be accompanied by love. 
So when two young people fall in love, they figure yes, PMS. 
is*wrong,” but maybe they're in love and that love makes ће 
sex "less wrong,” 

Homes are silent about sex. And so are the schools. When 
the Department of Education came out recently with mod- 
ules for students in public high schools teaching them about 
family planning and the prevention of sexually transmitted 
diseases, the “pro-life” groups protested, claiming this will 
just encourage the young to have sex. Conservatives threat- 
ened to file charges against the education secretary, through 
the Office of the Ombudsman. The secretary has since sus- 
pended the distribution of tlie modules. 

What abour the health centers? When I asked Jun why he 
and Lizette couldn't at least get some advice from these cen- 
ters, he said it was shameful (nakakahiya) since they were 
mot married. 

Power and ‘yar 

“Walang mangyayari.” "May nangyari na." The two phras- 
es have haunted me the last few weeks because of the inter 
views with Jun, and because of my students dissertation 
“Yaris ће root word here, related to "ari," one's possession. 
“Vari is also the oot for “kapangyarihan” or power. Power is 
so closely tied to control or possession of something or some- 
one, which allows a person to make things happen (or, if we 
are to believe Jun, to make things not happen) 

s not surprising "yari" has sexual meanings as well: it 
can also mean to "have sex." And "ari," well, can refer to the 
genitals. “Yari kal” is also used in a way similar to the English 
“You're screwed," meaning you're in deep trouble now. “Yari 
ka" can be a warning, or a threat, coming from someone 
powerful. And the one on the receiving end will sometimes 
respond, in despair, "Yari ako.” 

ideally two people involved in a sexual relationship 
should be equally empowered, but in the real world, many 
relationships are skewed, with one partner much more pow- 
erful than the other. But the worst cases are those we find 
with our young people, where both partes are disempow- 
cred. Sure, Jun reeks of machismo, but his boasting about 
being sble to control himself is empty, and betrays power- 
lessness. Perversly it is this powerless boasting, “Walang 
mangyayari,” that eventually leads to а pregnancy, which is 
then described as “may nangyari na." 

"The "pro-life" groups claim that the DepEd modules on 
sex will encourage young people to have sex, and that the 
materials don't have enough warnings about the dangers of 
contraception. The conservatives seem to underestimate 
themselves. Like many other young people, Jun and Lizette 
have heard the myths being spread by these moralis about 
pills causing cancer, about condoms having holes. Jin even 
echoes something he heard during a priest's homily: "You 
shouldn't use condoms with people you love.” 

Yari tayo. 
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Ciny’ prosecutor and the filing of the informa- 
dion with the regional rial court, as well as the 
speedy issuance of the warrants of arrest 
agains the suspect а 
TEPE AA "P SHAHLIMAR HOFER TAMANO, 
al (02) 70-20-вва or valt our Серо РСН oaa жанады ar a a ase M directo, Office of Special Concerns, 
TT ттт Department of Tourism, Manila 


awarding ceremonies. 
just for public dis- 
play" Second, she 


Manila-Dipolog — 5703 Тыт 145 1300 P868.00 


771 ramen | 
c 


DIAS Gr Deb eumd 
Ses tu 


празну Tune 2 C 20080 


mu. 
t€ 


[E ушлы мазан ауа _ к мағана rae Mg 
Ы EXT ae an e 


gor uen щш Eum, 


was je 


mere 
wae tudor, шм м СЕ 
гетен aj 
ү Ld 
mei 1=== 1 ч ат em ала аза нена gt eni 
эл» 
[m i ү ‘ a ed den. 


Fenton rufa 


I 
Bees T [1] 


Beber eese рона | (oenm {р | 
"TVSCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21, 2006 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


POLICE ARE PRESSING FOR A BIGGER 
{piece ofthe action against the insurgents now 
That the government is stepping up its cam- 
paign to defeat the communist rebellion. 
‘Officials recommended to Ms Arroyo that the 
Philippine National Police adopt a "paradigm. 
ЇЧ” în favor of a more direct role in internal 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


PNP wants direct role in war vs NPA 


security operations, a police spokesperson said. 


Search and destroy 

"This means the police also want to conduct 
search and destroy operations, just like the 
miliary, 

“We have recommended to the President a 
paradigm shift, from a mere support role to 
Fhe Armed Forces to a direct and active role,” 


VPINCANADA 


Forumin Vancouver, Canada. The 
message Tuesday d 


Vice President and concurrent housing development chair Noli 
de Castro is welcomed by Canadian Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper shortly before the opening of the Third World Urban 
ice President delivered a 
ing the opening of WUF 3 highlighting the 


progress of the UN-Habitat supported campaigns on “secure 
Fenure and good urban governance.” Some 150 delegates from 
the Philippines attended the WUF including Sen. Rodolfo 

оп, Rep. Ed Zialcita, city mayors and members of civil 
society. (Story on Page A10) 


Fromage Al 


‘enemy personalities. 


could be arrested. 


against civilians. 


Another militant kill 


Peal 
„Muna, referring to the extra funds which 
{President Macapagal-Aroyo's had ordered 
released to financé her antnsurgency cam- 
“paign. 

Hie said the increased funding had embold- 
ened alleged military “death squads.” Military 
cals could not be immediately reached for 
comment 

Region 8 police director Chief Sup. Silve- 
rio Alarcio confirmed the killing of Dasi-an, 

"tom he deseribed as a rebel retumee 

he Kidapawan victims were George Vigo 
sand his wife Mazel, both broadeast Journal 
оз, who were Killed on Monday. 

Те Vigs were on their way home on their 
Jotorbite from Carmen town n North Cota- 
ato where they were ambushed at around 
{is pom. near Apo Sandawa Home Phase T, 
da housing project in Kidapawan. 


{ 


{From page Al 


D 

Jn his resignation ewe, copes 
fof which had circulated in the 
Fmedia, DeLeon lamented the loss 
Tof values in the military service, 
addressing his superiors and fel 
Slow officers. 

itis with deep regret that 1 
Bhave to tender a resignation 
rather than to sign a relinquish, 
Tment order.. | deemed it more 
betting to resign in a situation 
where) trum is buried under a 
‘blurred and vague interpretation 
for the significant events in the. 
history of our beloved Marine 
corps," he said. 

f Addressing Allaga, De Leon 
фа: "1 know that the political 
pressure (has) now become more 
Hinbearable for the Corps and 
$yourleadership.” 

PP He said "technicalities and pol 
Тасе earsays and unfounded al- 
Flegations” have dominated the 
TAtmed Forces, adding "many offi- 
Beers (would) rather suppress the 
{truth just to push some personal 
agenda.” 

$ “шум, according to the 
{тон respected (Flag) ОП 
icerinCommand (Vice Admiral 
TMateo Mayuga), Is now the rule 


‘The 


Sune 15, 


Querubin. 


fairly 


Marines’ No. 3 resign 


tioned. That is the prerogative of 
the commander 

Tes part of the cycle (of reassign- 
ment) among officers," Lt. Col 
Ariel Caculitan said. 

Caculitan said De Leon had 
been temporarily replaced by Lt. 
Col. Armando Bañez. 

turnover 
which were not announced to the. 
media, took place at Marine 
headquarters in Fort Bonifacio оп 


‘The last time a ranking Marine 
official was fired, the close-knit 
Marines mounted an uprising 


De Leon was one of those in- 
vestigated for the incident. Ac- 
cording to insiders who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, De Leon 
felt that he had been treated un- 


An Ingunn tabulation showed 105 newsper- 
sons have been killed since 1986 when the dic- 
tator Ferdinand Marcos was ousted. 

"he couple sustained multiple gunshot 
wounds in the head and body, according о Supt. 
Danny Reyes, city police chief, Reyes said the 
triggerman had on a white Тат and a towel 
was wrapped around his head and face. The 
driver of the Honda XL100 motorcycle wore a 
‘lack jacket and helmet. 

The Vigos hosted two popular weekly radio 

“Voice of the Youth” and "Affairs 
over dxND radio here. 

George Vigo also was a contributor to the 
Union of Catholic Asian News Agency. In addi- 
tion, he was project officer of Community and 
Family Services International, an NGO based in 
Cotabato City; CSFI has a youth development 
‘project in Carmen. 

Vigo's wife belonged to the Bagong 


‘That's normal. 


against Ms Arroyo. 


ceremonies, 
turnover ceremonies. 


February standoff 

‘The sudden relief of then com. 
mhandant Maj. Gen. Renato Mi- 
randa on Feb. 26, on the heels ofa. 
failed opposition attempt to get 
the military to withdraw support 
from President 
Toyo, had triggered a 10-hour 
standoff led by Marine Col. Ariel 


Macapagal-Ar- 


"The standoff happened four 


prominent civilians. He said such a 
job fell on the Philippine National Po- 
lice and not on the militar 

Cruz would neither confirm nor 
deny leftist claims that the military 
had drawn up an “order of battle” of 
militant leaders, or а list of so-called 


"The defense secretary repeatedly 
sidestepped questions about it, say- 
ing instead that he had stressed to 
military commanders the importance 
of building up legal cases against sus- 
pected communist leaders so they 


Palparan, chief of the Army's 7th 
Infantry Division, seid he took the 
every-town-every-city” approach in 
Ms Arroyo's home region of Central 
Luzon after she shortened the dead- 
line for wiping out the communist 
rebels from 10 years to two years. 

By spreading out his division's 
more than 5,000 soldiers and 3,000 
members of the Citizens Armed 
Forces Geographical Units, Palparan 
said he hoped to counter the rebels’ 
two-pronged strategy of stepping up 
their propaganda and using threats 


"We want to help restore the confi- 
dence of the people in government,” 
Palparan told the INgumsa by phone. 
"We also like to tel he people we are 
good soldiers, We are not loko-loko 
(crazy) and gago (abustve)." 
Palparan, who retires on Sept. 11, 
said the military would launch com- 
bat operations in areas where the 
NPA and the breakaway Rebolusy- 
‘onaryong Hukbong Bayan were oper- 
ating. In other areas, soldiers will car- 


ed in Negros Oriental 


De Leon could not be reached 
through his cellular phone yesterday. 
Caculitan would neither confirm nor 
deny the resignation letter, which De 
leon теропейу read during the 


Probes unfinished 

After nearly four months, the in- 
vestigation conducted by AFP Inspec- 
tor General Vice Admiral Rufino 
Lopez of the Feb. 24 failed coup plot 


И recent advertiseme 


the De La Salle Brothers used the name 
The De La Salle Alumni Association, 


seid Senior Supt. Samuel Pagdilao. 

ЧЕ Ња happens, we wil be out at the forefront 
in these intemal security operations; he said. 

But the bulk of police forces shall remain 
focused on law enforcement, Pagdilao said. 


Mobile groups 


Only elite combat units, such as the region- 
al and provincial mobile groups and the Spe- 


ry out civic action projects. 


"They may be small in number but. 
they control a number of big areas 
and people," he said, referring to the 
estimated 1,200 rebels in his target 


Pleasing the US? 


insurgency drive. 


lations.” 


Gonzales. 


gestion died," Villena said. 


munist insurgency. 


Alyansang Makabayan, a leftwing organiza- 
tion whose members have also come under at- 
tack. She was also the liaison officer of North 
Cotabato Rep. Lala Talinio-Santos. 


Killings denounced 

Intemational media groups have described 
the Philippines as the second most dangerous. 
place or journalists to work after war Or Кав, 

"The National Union of Journalist їп the 
Philippines (NUIP) condemned the killings. 

"We are alarmed,” NUIP director Jose Tor 
те said ina statement, "Many killings of Jour- 
пайиз and political activists remain unsolved 
despite the promise of the government to im- 
mediately addres the issue. We are hoping 
there will be immediate results of authorities’ 
investigations.” 

"The ari based Reporters Without Borders 
also expressed indignation at the llings "We 


offremained unfinished. 


Proud, the Marines, 


sonnel, 


“They do that by not only having 
ап armed group but also having а 
large intelligence network and sup- 
port system from the civilians." 


Bishop Iniguez said it appeared to 
‘him that Ms Arroyo, in suddenly or- 
dering the insurgency crushed during 
her term, was simply trying to “im- 
press someone, a group or a Sector" 
"Possibly the Americans," he said. 
Bishop Ramon Villena also ex 
pressed alarm over the intensified an- 


Шепа, a known ally of Ms Arroyo, 
said the government had a right to 
protect itself "put 'm concerned that. 
this aggressiveness would only result 
in more civilians being caught in the 
crossfire, and more human rights vio- 


During Fridays Cabinet meeting in 
Isabela, where Ms Arroyo announced 
her intensified counterinsurgency 
campaign, Villena said he suggested 
that the government pursue peace 
negotiations but this was rejected by 
National Security Adviser Norberto 


"So right there and then, my sug- 


Even the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) doubted the govern- 
‘ment could easily stamp out the com- 


Khaled Musa, MILF deputy infor 
mation chief, sald Ms Arroyo's march- 


as well as of the Feb, 26 Marine stand- 


Days after the standoff and Queru- 
Pis relief, reports circulated that 
other Marine officers had resigned en 
masse. Mayuga denied the reports 
bur said that if any officer wanted to 
resign, he would not stop them. 

"Thats better so only those who 
‘would be left would be ‘The Few, The 
ће said, гей 
ating the Marine Corps motto. 

As Marine chief of staff, De Leon 
managed the corps’ affairs and per- 


‘According to insiders, De Leon re- 


cial Action Force, will be sent out to aggres 
sively search for rebels, he said, 

Mobile groups are quick reaction teams while 
the SAF isa seasoned combat group of the PNP 

Pagdilao said that instead of merely provid- 
ing leads to the military about the enemy's 
whereabouts, or taking up purely defensive 
positions, "this time we want to play a more 
active role: 


Gov't troops going full blast vs NPAs 


ing orders would only create more 
problems. 

"You cannot lick a movement (if 
you are) not capable and experienced 
inthe art of revolution,” Musa said. 

Despite the criticisms, the govern- 
ment appeared unstoppable. In Digos 
City, atleast 39 policemen have un- 
dergone firearm proficiency training 
to prepare them for a bigger role in 
the counterinsurgency operations, 
according to Senior Supt. Anselmo 
Simeon Pinili, Davao del Sur police 
chief 

Јове Ma. Sison, selfexiled founder 
of the Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines, mocked Malacafiang’s redou- 
bled campaign against the NPA. 

“By deploying the AFP and the PNP 
units very thinly and making them 
vulnerable to NPA offensives, the 
regime unwittingly becomes the chief 
transport and supply officer of the 
NPA,” Sison said in an e-mailed state- 
ment from Utrecht, the Netherlands. 

"More arms from the Pentagon 
can only mean more arms for the 
NPA to seize through ambushes, 
raids and arrest operations,” he 
said. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye reit- 
erated that the governments new of- 
fensive against the NPA was not only 
about the deployment of troops to 
fight the armed enemy “but also 
about the deployment of resources to 
spur jobs, livelihood and community 
Services." With reports from Chris- 
tine O. Avendaño, TJ Burgonio, 
Leila B. Salaverria, Melvin Gascon, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau; Delfin 
т. Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon 
Bureau; Jeoffrey Maitem and Eldie 
5. Aguirre, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


call on the police to deploy all the necessary 
resources to identify and punish those re- 
sponsible for these murders. We also urge the. 
authorities to give journalists better protec- 
tion," it said in a statement, 

Jun Alabe, Mazel's brother, said the cou- 
ples being broadcasters could have made 
them targets, as they were critical of the Ar- 
royo administration, 

Reyes said George had'informed his close 
friends that he had received death threats. 

“e's too difficult to speculate who's respon: 
sible and what's the motive, Right now, we re- 
‘quested cartographers from Davao City to 
help us in the investigation,” Reyes said. 

“Justice will be served," vowed North Cota- 
ако Gov. Emmanuel Piñol, who was a distant. 
relative of Vigo's wife. With reports from 
Charlie C. Senase, Jeoffrey Maitem and 
‘Michael Sareauga, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


s, cites political pressure 


өй at the Manila Polo Club Monday 
during a forum on the second im- 
peachment complaint to be filed 


fused to accept a Military Merit Medal 
awarded to him by Allaga in recogni- 
tion of his service. 


Fire guts Marine armory 

Also yesterday, a fire gutted a 
Marine armory at Camp Ranao in 
Marawi City, igniting mortar and 
small arms ammunition and de- 
stroying two trucks but causing no 
injuries, Brig. Gen, Ben Doloríino 
said. 

‘The fire started from a leaking 
acetylene gas tank in the motor pool 
and spread quick Dolorfno said an 
investigation was under way. 


nt by a group protesting the stand taken by 
disaa in its Internet signup campaign. 
Inc. hereby serves notice that: 


The name De La Salle Alumni Association and the acronyms 
DLSAA or disaa are tradenames of De La Salle Alumni Association, 


Inc. 


The DLSAA has not authorized the use of its tradename dlsaa and is neither 
connected with this group nor has it sanctioned any advertisement. 
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months ago. He had no connec- 
tion with that, As far as know he 
was not an object of the investiga- 
tion," Caculitan claimed. 

“бо far we're OK," he added, 
when asked about the corps 
morale. 

De Leon's resignation letter 
found is way to the media 
Copies were reportedly distribu 


hat governs the behavior of al- 
most everybody in the AFB I'm 
sorry sir, but please don't count 
ime in,” De Leon went on. 

A spokesperson for the 
Marines, however, said that De 
Leon was sacked by Marine com- 
mandant Maj. Gen. Nelson Alla- 
ga. No reason was given, 

"His relief cannot be ques- 
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Ceasefire proposed around Bulusan 


By Jim Gomez, AP. 


GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS YESTERDAY SOUGHT 
a temporary ceasefire with communist guerrillas to 


allow troops to help villagers if a major volcanic 
eruption occurs. 


‘Army troops have been de- 
ployed to towns near the Mt. Bu- 
lusan volcano іп Sorsogon 
province and helped evacuate 
hundreds of villagers after it 
belched ash and small rocks Sun- 
day, blanketing several villages 


with ash and posing health risks, 
officials said. 

Communist guerrillas are ac- 
tive in Sorsogon, about 390 kilo- 
meters southeast of Manila, and 
recently attacked troops near Bu- 


s tal 


Despite a new all-out offensive 
against the New Peoples Army 
rebels ordered Бу President 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo, her chief of 
staff, Mike Defensor, said the gov- 
ernment was ready to discuss 
possible cooperation with the 
guerrillas in the Bulusan area. 
"The Armed Forces of the 
Philippines is suggesting whether 
a ceasefire could be adopted at 
this time amid our efforts to evac- 
uate and protect our people who 
could be affected by zn eruption. 
of Mt. Bulusan,” Defensor told re- 


“We're showing here again that 
we can work to have peace or 
work to forge cooperation" with 
the rebels, Defensor said. 

Local officials involved im 
preparations for a possible erup- 
tion back a temporary ceasefire. 

"There is a need now for peo- 
ple to gettogetherto help out. We 
don't need any fighting at this 
time. We have evacuated 
and they 
Noel Pura, a disaster response of- 

More than 700 people were 
staying in two elementary 


A BINOCULAR that a boy uses to takke a closer lol at Bulusan Volcano draws the interest of his playmates in Irosin town. Many residents of communities 
fear the volcano have been evacuated although the Phivolcs said there was no immediate danger ofa major eruption. ›оравовигозалыннылочадвлу 


Sorsogon folk driven to safety, but anxiety grows 


SORSOGON CITY—THE UNCER- 
tainty over when Bulusan Vol- 
cano would erupt has driven resi- 
dents in communities near the 
danger zone to the safety of evac- 
чайоп centers where their anxi- 
ery grows as che waiting game for 
the eruption goes on. 

Sheila Hebres, 26, a mother of 
five residing in Inlagadian, Casigu- 
тап, Sorsogon, said she and most of 
the families in their village opted to 


ао down and stay at the evacuation 
center because, she said, they felt 
thatthe situation was getting worse. 

Hebres said their village, locat. 
ed in the southwestern portion of 
Bulusan, is experiencing the ef 
fects of increased volcanic activity 

"The earth's movement is get- 
ting frequent and the roaring 
sound is becoming louder like an 
airplane booming underground. 
We are very frightened," she said. 


Baguio hosts 
image from 
Fatima 
apparition 


BAGUIO CITY—THE BAGUIO 
Cathedral hosted the replica of 
the blessed statue of the Virgin 
of Fatima from Portugal on Pri 
day and Saturday. 

‘The image arrived here with- 
ош much fanfare on Friday af- 
temoon, inside a glass case that 
was shipped here by a truck. 
‘The Baguio Cathedral is the 
statue's 11th stop this year 

The statue of Fatima helps 
Catholics remember the mes 
sages of the Virgin Mary's appari 
tion before three children of Fari- 
ma, Portugal in 1917, said Den- 
ver Pemandez, coordinator ofthe 
Baguio Cathedral's sacristy. 

The apparition supposedly 
gave the children three mes- 
Sages divining the future of the 
world. The third so-called secret 
was made public only in 2000 by 
the late Pope John Paulli 

"The Vatican, according to re- 
ports in 2000, said the secret was 
Telared to the failed 1981 assass 
nation attempt against the Pope. 

"The Pope survived that assasi- 
nation attempt. Vincent Cabreza, 


PDI Northern Luzon Bureau ` which was flown from Portugal. 


ч 4 


THE FAITHFUL flock to the Bagulo Cathedral, shown here at 
night, to visit and pray before the Image of the Virgin of Fatima. 


Hebres said most of the male 


could do. 

‘She added that their vegetable 
crops were destroyed and that 
what they could harvest now 
‘were root crops. 

But on the other side of Bulu- 
san, the northeastern side, things 
seemed normal as residents there 


d 


were not as fearful of the on-go- 
ing volcanic activity. 

‘Carlito Pancho, 29, a farmer, 
lives seven hills away from one of 
the craters but, he said, the 
they were not in danger. 

Не said his wife and a new bom 
baby were safe in their home in the 
easter slope though they also felt 
the tremor prior to the volcano's 
gasemissions. Juan Escandor Jr, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


schools in the farming towns of 
Casiguran and Juban after being 
evacuated Sunday Residents had 
asked to be moved from their ash- 
hit villages because 

cerns, Pura said. 

"ie really need to have peace. 1 
hope no other problem wouid 
arise aside from what we're facing 
now. The people here are simply 
ina very difficult situation,” Casig- 
uran Mayor Edwin Hamor said. 

Bulusan’s ash explosion was its 
eighth since ir starred acting upin 
March. 

The 


canology and Seismology said а 
major eruption was not likely 
soon but warned that surround- 
ing villages could be hit by vol- 
canic mud flows if rain washes 
down ash deposit. 

Arroyo inspected Casiguran 
and other towns over the week- 
ела and ordered officials to ел. 
sure that villagers stay away from 
dangerous areas. 

"The Philippines, with about 22 
active volcanos, is along the Pa- 
cific "Ring of Fire," where vol 
canic activity and earthquakes 
are common. 


Phivolcs misses key 
earthquake data as 
instrument stolen 


ilippine Institute of Vol- 
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E 
PHIVOLCS workers and Sorsogon 
residents installan earthquake 
detector devicein a vilage in Irosin, 
Sorsogon in anticipation of more 
quales as a result ofthe restiveness 
of Bulusan Volcano. cisco: 
золчаншинвнА) 


gravel over che weekend. 

Another 100 villagers living 
near the slopes of the volcano 
have evacuated to a nearby high 
school but most of the men stayed 
behind to guard their homes, 
Mayor Edwin Hamor of nearby 
Casiguran town had said. 

On Monday, authorities esti 
mated more than 20,000 people 
face evacuation in case of a major 
eruption, and set out plans for 
erecting tent cities outside a 6-km 
radius of the volcano. 

De la Pena said that two Air 
Force UH-IH Huey helicopters 
have been placed on standby in 
Legazpi City since last week. 

"The Air Force has also flown scien- 
tists from the Phivolcs for aerial sur- 
veys of Bulusan tast Monday the PAF 
spokesperson added. Juan Escandor 
Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


GMA declares half of Boracay 
‘alienable and disposable’ 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY— PRESIDENT МАСА 
pagalAroyo has declared more 
than half of Boracay Island “alien- 
able and disposable,” paving the 
‘way for the tiling of prized lots on. 
theistand reson. 

"The President signed Procla- 
mation 1064 last month. It was 
released only last week, said Ju- 
lian Amador, regional executive 

irector of the Department of En- 
vironment and Natural Resources 
in Western Visayas. 

Under the proclamation, an area 
reaching 628 hectares ot 60.85 
percent of che 1,032-ha island was 
Categorized as alienable and dis- 
posable, seid Orlando Sacay, а 
member of the Boracay Eminent 
Persons Group (EPG), which is 

то map out policies for 
the sustainable development of the 
island's tourism induszy. 

‘The remaining areas on he island 
are categorized as forest reserves, 
protected areas and swamps. 

Before the issuance of the 
proclamation, private ownership 
‘of lots on the island was technically 
ilegal under Proclamation 1801 is- 
sued by the late strongman Ferdi- 
папа Marcos on Nov. 10, 1978. 

"The proclamation declared Bo- 


A 


ATYPICAL scene on Boracay Island. колот 


mous 5-km white beach costs 
fom P25,000 to P30,000 per 
square meter 

But Sacay also chair of the Bora 
сау Foundation Inc. (BFI), a group 
of owners of resorts, hotels and 
restaurants on che island, said they 
were opposing the proclamation. 

"We have to bid for our land 
that we have developed and in- 
vested for years," Sacay told the 
Iuguaen п а telephone interview, 

"Why only now after we have. 
spent millions of pesos in invest- 
ment and development on these. 
properties?" asked Sacay. 


* X as 


racay and other islands and coves 
as tourist and marine zones and 
were categorized as publie lands. 

Landowners, operators of re- 
sors, restaurants or hotels have 
по titles to lots they occupy and 
have only tax declarations, some 
as old as 30 years 

‘The categorization of areas оп 
the island is aimed at resolving. 
the intensifying ownership dis 
putes on prized lots on Boracay as 
the real estate prices continue to 
significantly inerease because of 
the Increase in tourist arrivals, 

‘A piece of property In the fa- 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21, 2006 


Semmens wn 


“папу 
part of the 
cityisa 
beehive of 
activities. In 
the plains, 
hybrid rice 
and corn 
are 
produced 
while the 
slopes grow 
high value 


crops’ 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes. 
Alaminos City 


ARMER VERONICO BERSOLA, 53, 
used to gross P21,000 from a 
4,000-square meter parcel of his 
agricultural land, an earning 
which, he said, was just about 
break even. 

But when he planted the same area with 
“pinakbet” (Ilocano vegetable stew) vegetables, 
he grossed P118,000 or more than five times his. 
usual earnings. 

їп а hily vilage in Alaminos Ciy in Pangasi- 
nan, Arnold Taipan, in his 20s, busily tends his 
goats and Sasso chickens as he farms a three- 
есше piece of land. In the lower part of the 
field, he plants hybrid rice and in the slopes, 
high-value crops. 

“Taipan used to help his father, a tenant, but he 
is now carving his own place in farmit, 

In another village, groups of fshermen are 
busy raising oysters and the expensive lapu-lapu 
(grouper), while others reforest coastal areas 
with mangroves. 

Bersola, Taipan and the fishermen are a few of 
those who joined the “Color-coded Agrivolu- 
tion" project, which the One Pangasinan Founda- 
tion and the city government have embarked on. 

According to а project document, "agrivolu- 
tion,” which combines “agriculture” and "evoh 
tion,” means the "transformation in the agricul- 
tural system technology to alleviate the econom- 
ic condition of farmers and fsherfol." 

‘The program is also called the Bayanihan Inte-. 
grated Program for Sustainable Agriculture (Вр. 
Sa). It was granted а Plamilion package for 
traning acivióes during the 2nd Philippines De 
velopment Innovation Mazkerplace for Pani- 
bagong Paraan (Innovations) by the World Bank 
Jast month. 


Impact 

As the term “agri-volution” suggests, the 2- 
year old program has started to create an impact 
оп the lives of the poor and already is sending 
ripples tothe local economy, Mayor Hemani Bra 
ganza said. 

The city’s geologic makeup males i difficult 
to implement just one livelihood program, said 
Braganza, founder of the One Pangasinan Foun- 
darion. 


‘Alaminos, the home of the Hundred Isiands Na- 
tional Park, has plains, rolling hills and the sea as 
territory, and these areas need different economie 
project designs and implementation, he said. 

‘Agri-volution focuses on three main projects 
to develop crops, livestock and fishery, Braganza 
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Alaminos looks up to-‘Ocho- 
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ALAMINOS City Mayor Hernani Braganza (ek) inspects а "Hog Together" swine production 


project under the "Agri-olution" program. 
said It has to be considered, too, that the people 
living in che coastal areas, the plains and the hil 
have diferent cultural practices, he said. 

"Thus, in any part of the ciy is a beehive of ac- 
tivities. 

їп the plains, hybrid rice and com are pro- 
duced, while high-value crops are grown in the 
slopes The pasture areas belong to the livestock 
industry while the coastal villages focus on aqua- 
culture. 

The city has implemented a "colorcnding" 
scheme to identify the major industries: green 
for high-value commercial crops, yelow for com, 
gold for rice, red for swine and goat, brown for 
Sasso chicken, white for dairy production, and 
blue for fisheries. 

‘Annabelle Custodio Hebron, officer in charge 
ofthe city cooperatives office, said that two years 
ago, the cty conducted a survey to identify the 
priority beneficiaries of the program. 

“We identified 5,000 families with a monthly 
income of P1,000,” she said. 

"The program aims to increase the income of 
these families to at least PS,000 monthly, mainly 
through capital, technical and marketing assis- 


(6) project 
For rice, farms occupying an eight-hectare con- 
брзо area are chustered and the farmers help 


Taking the Halsema challenge 


By Delmar Cariño 
Atok, Benguet 


OTORIOUS FOR BEING RUGGED 
and rough, Halsema Highway, more 
popularly known as Mountain Trail, 
used to be called an “abortion road.” 

Today, afer five years of massive rehabilita- 
tion, the highway beckons as the main gateway 
to the Cordilerzs culture, beauty and wealth. 

Gone are the days of flat tires, falling rocks 
and bumpy rides on the road that had made 
travel a misery for farmers from as far as Bon- 
toc, Mt. Province. 

"The highway that peaks up to 7,400 feet 
above sea level along Km. 50 at Mt. Paoay in 
Ato Benguet, the highest point of the Philip- 
pine highway system, has now become the re- 
Zion's biggest “farm-to-market road.” 

“The Department of Tourism is cashing in on 
the road's new look. 

“Take the Mountain Trail Challenge” has now 
become the DOTS line to lure local and foreign 
tourists to take the ай along Наза. 

“The road willnow open alo for tourism in 
the region. Passing through Mountain Trail 
would give tourists a glimpse of life and cul- 
ture in the Cordillera,” said Purificacion 
Molintas, DOT Cordillera director 

“The challenge is worth indeed. 

The road passes through La Trinidad, 


WHAT TO SEE 


ө Kin, SO st ML. Paoay 
in Atok, Beng 

the highest point ot 
he Philippine highway 
system 


е Tram Ines of vegetable 
farmers trom the road 
‘down to the mountainside 
tams 


(© Vegetable terraces 


© Guerrita Saddle, along 
Km. 28 In Atok, Benguet, 
a Worta War II baso 
tor Filpino guerras 
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© Tombs amid vegetable 
gardens 


‘Tublay, Atok and Buguias, the country's veg- 
erable beit. 

From La Trinidad's strawberry farms, trav- 
«дет will ascend from 3,000 to 7,000 feet 
above sea level of road along steep mountain 
slopes and enjoy the province's homegrown 
attraction—vegetable terraces. 

Atok, which covers Km 21 to 60 of the 
Mountain Trail, will bring motorists up the 
mountains where fog and clouds compete 
with fresh air and scent of pine trees.» 

The highway's half tunnel is also a delight 
to see. First-time travelers wil have the 
chance to see the rare Benguet Lily that grows 
‘on rocks near the road. 

"The National Economic and Development Au- 
thority sees the Mountain Trails repair as a boost 
to the region's agriculture and mining industries. 

Leon Dacanay Jr, Neda Cordillera deputy 
director, said the concrete road would give 
more life to the vegetable industry as markets 
‘would be within reach. 

“The spoilage of vegetables caused by dificult 
road travels in the past will now be avoided,” he 
said. 

And the Department of Public Works and 
Highways looks at the Mountain Trails reha- 
biliation as the start of the completion of а 
trunk line known as the South-North Trans- 
portation Backbone. 

The line was envisioned to connect the 
Cordillera to the Manila North Road of the Ilo- 
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ach other during the entire cropping season. 

"This vay cost of production в minimized as 
ihe farmers who are mostly tenants, do not have 
to hire and spend for laborers,” city agriculturist 
Emesto de Leon said. 

“Through tis system, De Leon said the farmers 
could also share technological knowledge. 

‘There are already 114 clusters for rice produc- 
tion with а total of 1,063 hectares in 30 villages, 
he said. These involve 775 farmers who either 
‘own the lands or are tenants. 

"The hybrid rice yield has increased from an 
average of 46 tons per hectare to 102 tons, 
While the harvest of traditional inbred variety has 
increased from three tons per hectare to six. 

Each duster is a small organization composed 
cof a team leader, a farm technician and officers 
for marketing, environment and finance, De 
Leon said. 

"The city government loaned out P11 million 
for the “Ocho-Ocho” program for rice, and the 
repayment rate was 96 percent, he said. 


‘Pinakbet’ farms 

Tor the high-value commercial crops, the 
"Ohó-Ocho" scheme meant the grouping of 
eight farmers with a total planting area of at east 
1,000 sqm. Their farms are not necessarily con- 
tiguous but must be within a village, De Leon 
said. There are five existing clusters for high val- 
ue crops. 


cos region and the Daang Maharlika of Ca- 
gayan alley. 

"The road's repair began in July 2001 and 
was completed in December 2005 under a P1- 
bilion oan package from the Word Bank. 

A Korean firm, Daewoo Construction Co., 
handled the job under the close supervision of 
the BCEOM Societe Francaise dingeniere, a 
French consultancy firm. 

Now, the road is 99.56-percent complete, 
the government's Task Force Halsema said. It 

s undergoing finishing touches in time for Из 
inauguration on July 27 by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. 

The road stars from Baguio City and ends 
at Me. Data in Bauko, Mt. Province, or a dis- 
tance of 84.839 km. 

"Then Benguet district engineer and Baguio 
Mayor Eusebius J. Halsema led the Mountain 
Trails construction from 1922 to 1930. In 
1953, Congress renamed it the Halsema 
Road, in honor of is builder. 

"The passage is now an all terrain, all-weather 
тозй, said Wiliam Bala, chief of the DPWH 
Cordillera constuction division. Is cures and 
natural course demand extra precaution from 
divers who need not worry when fog comes 
along the way as roads signs have been properly 
installed aside from the yellow and white lines 
painted in the center, he said. 

"At night, reflectorized studs or cats eyes, 
quide drivers as they go along, Balajo said. 
Drivers, however, should not exceed 60 kph 
when driving during the day, he said. 

Atok Mayor Concepcion Balao said the 
completion of Halsema's repair would boost 
the local farmers income. 

"The farmers are happy. They could now 
easily bring their harvests to the vegetable 
trading postin La Trinidad,” she said. 
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Every luster must be planted with all 
pinakbet ingredients like string beans, eggplant, 
ampalaya (bitter gourd), kalabasa” (squash), 
okra, tomato and pepper. 

Since vegetable production is labor intensive 
(а hectare of land needs at least 10 laborers), 
jobs are created for residents. 

Arcdi Talania, who oversees the pinakbet 
farms for the city government, said the project 
aimed to diversify crops and to fil in the de- 
mand. Idle lands are also put to good use 
through the projec, she вай. 

Special projects have also been lined up for 
families who plant ube, cassava, soya, calamansi 
and papaya. 

“We practice dean culture to prevent multipli- 
cation of pests. The crops are properly managed 
in terms of weeding, pruning and thinning,” De 
Leon said. 

Farmers are also working toward “freedom” 
from chemical fertilizers by using wastes from 
the livestock industry that are processed in the 
city’s material recovery facility (MRF) into or- 
ganic fertilizers, he said. 


Color revolutions 

Ronald Abarra, city veterinarian, sad the 
foundation and the cr had three livestock pro- 
ducion projects, namely: "Goat Together” (goat 
raising), "Alaminok" (coined from Alaminos and 
manok or chicken) and "Hog Together” (hog pro- 
duction). 

Tory families are involved in hog fattening, 
196 in chicken, and 280 in goat industries, who 
have to provide the housing of their livestock. 

"Those involved in the (нео industry are 
given stocks and feeds (the city also operates a 
feed mill, Abarra said. They are also given vac- 
cine and medicine assistance, and help in mar- 
Keting their produce. 

When the су wil have enough goats and na- 
tive carabaos, it intends to go into dairy produc- 
tion, the so-called "White Revolution.” 

"long the coasal areas, the program has 
helped $4 families in oyster production, several 
organizations in lapulapu raising, and 68 families 
‘ho were given fishing equipment In the pipeline 
are mud cab production and sea culture 

Эш the program has not forgotten the envi- 
ronment ав itis reforesting 24 hectares of dec 
tated mangrove forests, Braganza said. 

Before availing themselves of the project, the 
residents must undergo training offered by the 
One Pangasinan Foundation. 

"There a "shopping ist" of raining courses and 
prospective beneficiaries can select which project 
they want to De involved in, Braganza said. 

“Ror the ciy, its realy job creation. és a 
роту reducion program and its also a food 
Security program," he said. 
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RP a triple winner at Cannes ad fest 


CANNES, FRANCE—THE PHILIPPINES WON veris the annual awards whose chr and chief crearive_ оп Leo Burnett Marila, Or. cial Serb Pon BBDO бан. 
: PINES WON Ter advertising festival officer David Guerrero, is а cilia Enriquez and John Paul rero Ortega, Childhope Asia 
a record three Lions at the prestigious 53rd satnerstheworld'sadvertsing Cannes Radio juror Guison won the chance fo rep- "Gifts", "Fireplace", "Tree"; 
Cannes International Advertising Festival, now peni for a week-long, cele: years festival, tooknine ofthe resentthecoumtryat Cannesin pai, shortlist 
р вора efie best ads in the 18 finalist. citations while the Young ions competition. Radio short-list 
going on in the south of France. bn н her mak юш йр shortlists aè Radio—TBWA\Santiago 
‘Oncafthe Philippines three. the county for its FedEx The | This year, the festival, held DMBJaymeSyfu, TBWASanti Cannes 2006: pres BBDO Mangada Puno, Caramba Hot 
Quechee Philippines hres Drive" redio commercial in Cannes’ im the south of ago Mangada Pulo, JWT, 141 Guerrero Omega, Pizza Hut Sauce "BeeGees": JWT Manila, 
Lions bronze nopales dar to and for its Childhope Asia France, drew close to 10,000 Worldwide, Mediacom and "lee" Childhope’ Asia “Fire. Comic Quest Bookstore "Mr 
Ogilvy Phil for the "Volcanie poster campaign. people from 81 countrie YaRhadoneeach О раска", апа Fantastic BBDO Guerrero Or- 
Ai" poster it created for the sca ч FChristmas Tree"; YAR, Con. tega, FedEx "The Delivery"; 
Philippine Daily Inquirer. Oscarsofads Pinoy juror Young Lions cordia Children's Services Direct BBDO Guerrero Or- 
WlüpineDallyinquden I. BBDO Guerrero Ortega last Only half-way through the А record 24,863 entries “Piglet”; ошдоог- tega, КВР Radio Advertising 
UI poster showed an MY ear won the Arse Lon forthe. festival, the Philippines was were submitted chis year DM@Vaymesyfu, Tower Awards “Test, Their Radio 
gunen van on its way o МЕ раат Моп те a mainstream. short-listed 18 times in seven with 170 entries coming from Records "White Ogilvy & Making Skills"; promo—14] 
eruption. category, a silver for the Con- competition ‘ate. the Philippines, which this Mather, Philippine Daily In- Worldwide, Coca-Cola "Lose 
седо а ет бог ће Соп. goritr-press outdoor, radio, year had the highest atten- quirer "Volcanic Ash"; The Gain"; 'media—Mediacom 
Two bronzes guelo ао шен fec prom, media and cy. dance at the festival with 22 Economist “Predictive Text”, Philippines, Sara Lee Ambi Pur 
BBDO Guerrero Ortega won cial, ber. delegates. *Farsighted"; and Unilever Home Freshener “Smell-Sur- 
two Cannes Lions bronzes for Dubbed the “Oscars of Ad- BBDO Guerrero Ortega, The Young Creative team Phil. Pond's Anti-Bacterial Fa- round.” 
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Asa Qatar Airways passenger, youll notice our personal touch every time you board our aircraft We've been awarded 
the prestigious 5-star ranking by Skytrax and, as one of the world's fastest-growing airlines, take you to over 70 
destinations around the globe. 


For further information, please contact your nearest Qatar Airways office: Manila (632) 812-1888/Cebu (032) 232-1000 QATAR AIRWAYS ый 
or your local travel agent. To join Privilege Club, our Frequent Flyer programme, visit weww.qataraimwasyt.com. 
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TAULAVA: More woes ahead 


DOJ files tax evasion 
charges vs Asi Taulava 


Cage star failed to file tax returns 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


FROM A BASKETBALL COURT TO A 
court of law. 

Professional basketball player Paul 
Asi Taulava will soon be appearing in a 
Makati regional trial court to face two 
counts of tax evasion the Department 
of Justice filed against him yesterday. 

In a complaint filed in the Makati 
clerk of court office, State Prosecutor 
Ma. Cristina Montera-Barot said Taula- 
va “willfully, unlawfully and felonious 
iy” failed to file his income tax returns 
for 1999 and 2000, a violation of the 
National Internal Revenue Code 
NIRO. 

“There is reasonable ground to be- 
lieve that a crime has been committed 
and that the accused is probably guilty 


hen »-Barot said. She rec- 
‘ommended a bail of P40,000 for Taula- 
berry. The cases 

n will be raffled off on Thurs- 

day. The complaint, however, 

indicate how much he earned in 

and 2000 or the amount of taxes he 

should have paid. 

"Taulava is the sixth celebrity to be 
: evasion by the gov- 

‘actor Richard 
talent manager Douglas 
jano, actresses Ruffa Gutierrez Века, 
Judy Ann Santos and singer Regine Ve- 
lasquez. 

Based on the records of the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue, the basketball star 
began working in the country in 1998 
when he was hired by DDS Product 
makers to play in their Blu Detergent 


team. He reportedly received a month- 
ly salary of P300,000 from the compa- 

‘The following year, Taulava report 
edly earned РІ million for endorsing 
products of Adidas Phils. Inc. From 
1999 to 2000, Pilipino Telephone Corp. 
hired him аза “skilled professional ath 
lete” to play for their team in the Philip- 
pine Basketball Association. Right now, 
Taulava is a member of the Phi 
Long Distance Telephone Co.'s Talk 'N 
Text team. 

Taulava had claimed that from 1999 
to 2003, his employers deducted over 
P3.7 million in withholding taxes from 
his salary. 

Не added that he had “relied on his 

iployer (Piltel and PLDT) who were 
legally obliged to file the correct or 


More trees needed 
forrenamedforest | 
park /A20 | 


San Juan bans ads 
on short-time stay 
in motels /A20 


B Manila cops enforce | 
double-shift system | 
near schools /А20 


proper withholding tax returns on his: 
behalf. A US resident since birth, he 
was unaware of the country’s tax laws, 
Taulava said. 

The DOJ, however, countered that 
the player could not use "non-familiari 
ty with tax laws" as an excuse for vio- 
lating the provisions of the МЕС. 

The cases filed yesterday were 
among the 10 counts of tax evasion the 
DOJ said it would file against the PBA 
player who also has a pending case in 
court questioning his citizenship. 


Motive for Makati building explosion traced to family squabble 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THE GRENADE BLAST THAT OC- 
curred in Makati City on Monday was 
not meant to harm Mayor Jejomar Binay, 
a police official stressed yesterday. 

Chief Supt. Wilfredo Garcia, Southern 
Police District Director, said the incident, 
which occurred in front of the three-sto- 
ту Aquaventure House at the comer of 
St. Paul and Mayapis Streets, arose from 


a dispute among family members who 
‘own the diving shop housed in the build- 
ing. 

Aquaventure House also serves as the 
office of Aquaventure Philippines, a div- 
ing equipment shop and training ce 

“The building is just a block away 
Вїпауз house. Garcia, however, sai 
this was just a coincidence 

The police had earlier said that a 
watchman, who had figured in a fight 


that 


told the Igumex. 


Should William Concepcion decide to 
publish the success story of his printing 


business, there would be a chapter about 


how BPI Family Savings Bank helped him. 


During college, Mr. William Concepcion did part-time work at his 
uncle's printing press in Manila. Since then, he had set his sights 
оп building his own printing business. "I went into several other 
businesses, waiting for the right opportunity to come. And when 

it came in 1985, I started my dream business", Concepcion said, 
thinking about that day when WILLPRINT opened its doors to its 

first clients. 


WILLPRINT started in a small building їп Naga City, with letterpress 
machines and only 12 employees. In no time, Mr. Concepcion 

managed to position his company as one of the key businesses in 
Bicol. In 1992, they moved to their own four-storey building in Naga. 


"Like any business, we also encountered problems, such as 
acquisition of technology and limited production capacity. This is 
where we needed the help of BPI Family Savings Bank", said 

Mr. Concepcion 


With the loan from ВР! Family Bank's Grow Your SME Business 
Loan, WILLPRINT was able to purchase more printing machines 
and other equipment. Most importantly, the Concepcion family 
was able to construct its own printing complex in Concepcion 
Grande, Naga City. Today, WILLPRINT is the leading printing 
company in Bicol, with several branches all over the region, 
providing employment to more than 150 employees. “The loan 
helped a lot. We are now in a unique competitive market position. 
Thanks to ВРІ Family Savings Bank", Mr. Concepcion said as he 
stood proudly in front of the WILLPRINT printing complex, smiling. 


QE 


with the owner, could be behind the 
blast. But further investigation showed 


he incident was caused by a fami 


squabble. 


xoblem. Defi 
ated, There was 
che mayor.” Garcia 


isa domes 
‘The explosion, which occurred at 6:15 


am. Monday, was caused by an MK2 
fragmentation grenade that had been 


planted їп a plant box below the shop's 
glass-paneled facade. 

Witnesses told the police that they saw 
two men on board a red motorcycle leav- 
ing the area immediately after the explo- 
sion. 

Garcia said the police were still trying. 
to verify the owner of the motorcycle 
with the Land Transportation Oifice 
based on the license plate number which 
witnesses had jotted down. 


Get started on growing your business today. 


Bacolod : (034) 435-0639 * Cagayan de Oro. 
* Lipa : (043) 757-1000 


(088) 856-2902 * Cebu: 
Naga : (054) 811-1042 + Pampanga 


Provincial Business Centers: 


32 23 


BPI 


n 


ian Pablo : (049) 562-0364 


Binay, meanwhile, has called for an 
emergency security command confer- 
ence today to assess the threats to 
Makati, the country's financial and busi- 
ness capital 

Barangay officials, commanders and 
officers of the Makati Police District, 
the Department of Public Safety, fire 
department and security establish- 
ments were asked to attend the confer- 


For more information, call 754-6880 or 89-100, log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com or visit any BPI or BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 


FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 


Get started ore tomorrow 
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San Juan bans ads on short-time stay in motels. 


OFFERING DISCOUNTS AND SHORT- 
time stays in motels? Tell no one, if you 
are in San Juan. 

"The municipal council has imposed a 
ban on ай kinds of billboards, even fiy- 
ers, that advertise discounted short-time 
rates in motels, inns or hotels in the 

Vice Mayor Leonardo Celles told the 
Inqumen that although there are no big 
motels in the town, they have been re- 
ceiving a lot of complaints from residents 
about the proliferation of posters and 
stickers enticing customers to avail of 
low-priced, three-hour stays in motels. 


MANILA police watch out for criminals. 


Double shift 
for cops on 
school patrol 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


WITH THE OPENING OF CLASSES, PO- 
licemen assigned in Tondo, Manila, have 
been asked to report for their shifts an 
hour early. 

‘This measure would ensure the safety 
of students in the area, especially those 
who go to Chiang Kai Shek College on 


Most of these motels are in nearby 
Cubao in Quezon City Sta. Mesa in 
Manila and Mandaluyong City. 

The ordinance prohibits "any motel, 
inn or hotel from posting streamers, 
signboards, billboards, printed ads, 
printed materials such as flyers, stickers, 
leaflets and cards advertising discounted 
short-time or special promotions in San 
Juan.” But it does not cover posters just 
Showing the logo or the name of the mo- 
tels which are also common. 

Celles said that unless the posters talk 
about specific promotions or discounts 
or invite customers to short-time stays, 
they would be spared. Members of the 
Task Force Disiplina and barangay ol 
cials have been ordered to confiscate 
posters and other promotional materials 
that violate the ordinance. 

Motel owners will also pay fines up to 
P2,500 and render community service 
for every violation ofthe ordinance. 


ROADHAZARD 

A traffic enforcer shows the broken cover of a manhole at the corner of Samat Street and Shaw Boulevard, Mandaluyong 
City. Motorists and pedestrians have complained about the manhole that had already caused several accidents in the past, 
with zero results. онно 


Narra and В Algue Streets, St. Stephen 


School on Masangkay Street, and the 
Philippine Cultural High School on Jose 
Abad Santos Street, schools with a large- 
ly Filipino-Chinese student population, 
according to Senior Supt. Edgardo 
Danao of the Manila Police District 
(MPD). 

Danao, MPD Moriones station com: 
mander said his policemen were expect- Ppt “уай: 
ed to go to work an hour earlier before Es 
their respective shifts j 

"This way, the number of policemen 
would double during critical hours when 
Students are expected to go to schools in 
tbe morning and go home in the late af- 
ternoon,"he told the [qua in a phone 
interview. 

Danao added that he had assigned five 
motorcyde units to go around the area 
asa preventive measure against crimes. 

“We remind parents and guardians of 
the students to always accompany their 
wards to and from the schools to prevent 
criminal elements, ike kidnappers, from 
preying on young victims," the MPD offi 
ciat said. 


CALL FOR EXHIBITORS AND 
CONFERENCE DELEGATES! 


SIGN-UP NOW! 
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ASAP 


2006 CONFERENCE 


WHO SHOULD ATTEND 


Brand and Product Managers, Promotion Managers, 
Corporate Communication Managers, Advertising & 
Marketing Managers, Agency Account Managers, Direct 
Marketing Managers, Creative Directors, Media Managers, 
Photographers, Copywriters, Jingle Writers, General 
Managers/Owners. 


CONFERENCE KEY TOPICS 
(04 July 2006 (Day 1) 


* Global Advertising Trends and Directions. 

* Creative Talent Tips in Choosing and Managing Right 
Talent for Right Advertising Project 

* "SHOOT THAT AMATEUR: Client Pitfalls in 
Photographer-selection and How Best to Work With 
Your Pro 

* Creative Product Promotion: Understanding how 
Merchandising Works and how it can Work for You 

* Digital Printing Value and Profitability 

= The Anatomy of a ТУ Commerci Project 


July 04-05, 2006 
ti City, Philippines 
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05 July 2006 {Day 2) 


© Creative Entrepreneurship: Key to Sustaining and 
Managing Business Enterprise 
Ethics in Advertising 
Policies on Intellectual Property Rights 
Creative Marketing; Winning and Keeping Customers 
Planning and Evaluating Sponsorship Marketing 
Leveraging on SMS and 3G Technology as Advertising 
Channel 

«Effective Internet and Web Advertising 
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‘THE ARROCEROS FOREST PARK IN MANILA IS NOT 

ly, according to Mayor Lito Atienza. 

х "All you can hear is 

т? cadas. Some experts м 

to attract birds,” Atienza said during yester- 
n of the rwo-story teachers’ building in- 


The mayor added that he bi 
the 2.L-hectare property, particularly those 
attract different bird species. Atienza has re- 

‘named the park as People's Be 

ents, however, contradicted that of Haribon 

Foundation, an environme: 

years ago that the park's "green blanket" had attract 


According to the fou 
10 species which had made their nests in trees inside the 


These included Long-tail Shrikes, Pied Fan 


More trees needed for renamed forest park 


By Tina б. Santos 


Doves, Pacific Swallows, Yellow Vented Bulbuls, White- 


collared Kingfish 
hers and Arctic Warblers. 
"Winner Foundation, the park caretaker, had opposed 
the construction of the building for teachers on the park 
grounds, saying it would harm the trees and wildlife in che. 


е sound made by crickets and ci- 
consulted said the foliage here 
area. 


ordered more trees for 


court 
nical Park. 


1 group, which had said sev- 


з, Asian Glossy Starlings, Comoron 


Pending case 
Winner even filed a suit against the city government, а 
case which is still pending before a Manila regional trial 


‘Atienza, meanwhile, called the construction of the 
teachers building “a successful fruition of our dream to 
build a spacious, modern building amidst an oasis where 
demanding tasks can be performed with a measure of 


comfort for our school officials." 


л, they had counted about 


“After along time, they now have a place they can truly 
call their own," he said. 


“This place will be good for educating the public about 


ls, Zebra 


taking care of our environment," the mayor added. 


METROBRIEFS 


‘We want Mendiola’ 
A GROUP of lawyers who had earlier vowed to 
Sage a rally at the foot of the Chino Roces Bridge. 
{lormery Mendiola) yesterday reae 
the Mania government Lawyer Jose An 
Cadiz integrated Bar of the Philippines president. 
‘seid City Han "granted tem a rally permit on 
Monay stemoon, but notin the area. “They al 
towed us to gather at Plaza Miranda, but that's 
not our request. We want to go to Mendiola. A 
modification and diversion of te ray elsewh 
isa rejection. he said, adding that they are now 
prepanng a petition to question the decision of 
The city government. "We wil exhaust al legal 
Temedes in court. but we have yet to decióe 
Whether to Ше itin te Court о! Appeals orin the 
regional trial court,” Cadiz added. IBP officers 
and members aw students and a numberof 
multsectoral organizations plan to noid a mass 
cio at tne foot ofthe bridge st 2:30 p.m. to- 
тоон. Tne event aims to “commemorate and 
assert our freedom of assembiy апа o expres- 
Sion which are sacre fundamental rights guaran- 
teed by our ВШ of Rights under or Constitution, 
he said. The city government has declared the 

ly zone because ot its proximity to 


Tina G. Santos 


Not the same hotel 
MAKATI Cy Administrator Nicanor V. Santiago 
yesterday співа that a hotel that th city 

Government had eater ordered shot was not the 
hotel in Pasig Сау which has the same name. 

The Astoria Hotel closed down by the слу gov- 
ernment of Makati is not tne same as the Astoria 
Piaza located in the Ortigas Business District in 
Pasig Cy" Santiago sald in а certification sent 

ay tothe ben 


Elderly man arrested 
ASEPTUAGENARIAN was arrested last week for 
эересу collecting ees from at east 25 persons 
exchange tor jobs overseas. Rey Ungos 72. of 
1304 Sergio Loyola St. former Lepanto), Sam- 
paloc, Manila. has boen charged чиде сае 


„Меда! recruitment and estafa in the Manila Cily 


Prosecutor's Office, according to NBI National 
Capital Region (NCA) Office chief Ruel Lasala. 
Most ot his victims were new graduates and stu- 
sat the University Bolt in Mania, Lasala said. 
The suspect usod a relatively new modus 
operandi. the NBI oficial added. Instead of do- 
manding a huge placement fee from hs victims, 
Ungos only asked tor P3,000 to P8,000, which 
wes "affordable fr students and trash gradu- 
ates.” Margaux C. Ortiz 


Junk shops face closure 
THIRTY-NINE junk shops are facing closure in 
Muntinlupa City tor Taning о abide by tho new 
standards set by tho local government for thelr 
Operations. Tho суз Environment апа Sanitation 


Council and the Business Permit and License Of- 
fice had earlier ordered the owners of junk shops 
in Muntinlupa to redesign their stores and desig- 
nate areas tor processing. storing, segregating 
and receiving scraps and bottles. The owners 
were also required to ist down every day all the 
items they purchase as well as the name of the 
vendees. "This way, the authorltles could track 
"own easily thase traders selling stolen cables.” 
said Tez Navarro. public information office head. 
However, not all shop owners have complied with 
the new rules, said Navarro. Jocelyn R. Uy 


Teen sues cop, 2 sons 
A POLICEMEN and his two sons ae facing legal 
action for allegedly ganging up on a high school 
freshman in Quezon City. PO2 Juan Javier, de- 
tarieg wth the Criminal Investigation and Dete- 
tion Group (CIDG), and his sons aped 16 and 20 
were charged wit grave threats and physical in- 
Juries by the 14-year-old boy. In a compiaintin 
the Quezon City prosecutor s offica, the boy, rep- 
sentod by his mother, accused the policeman 
and his sons of mauling him on June 16. The boy 
Said the throe beat him up after he was told to 
Stop bullying Javier's younger son who was his 
Gassmate. The victim narrated that he was stand- 
ing near a store in Cubao on June 16 when Javier 
suddenly dragged him into a Starex van parked 
nearby. When he tried to resist, the policeman al- 
1вдейу aime his 45-calber pistol at his face. In- 
side the van were Java's sons, who took tums 
biting him, tna boy sadn his sworn affidavit. He 
aded Па he was eter taken to the CIDG oflico at 
Camp Стат, where he was allegedly forced to 
sign a statomont promising never to make rouble 
for Javier's younger son. He added that ће was 
опу allowed to go home when his parents went 
io the CIDG to ask why ho was being detained. А 
medico-legal exam later revealed that the boy nad 
bruises and scratches in tho wnst and forearm 
DJ Yap 
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Russiaseeks Palestinian factions near deal in crisis talks 


release of 
hostages 


MOSCOW-—MOSCOW ON MONDAY CALLED 
for the immediate release of four Russian 
diplomats taken hostage in Iraq by a group 

cd to al-Qaida which has given the Russian 
government 48 hours to pull out of Chechnya 
апа free Chechen prisoners. 

"We appeal to the kidnappers to immediately 
release the Russian citizens and ensure their safe- 
ty «foreign ministry spokesperson Mikhael 
Kamynin said in a statement. 

"The Mujahedeen Shura (consultative) Coun- 
cll which groups eight armed factions led by al- 
Qaida, claimed responsibilty on Monday for the 
abduction of the four Russian diplomats and two 
US soldiers, in statements posted on the Intemet. 

"The group said if Moscows troops did not 
léave Chechnya, a mostly Muslim breakaway re- 
public in the Russian Caucasus, it would have to 
“take the consequences” 

“God enabled the lions of unification to cap- 
ture four Russian diplomats in Iraq and kil a 
fifth” the Mujahedeen Shura Council said in its 
statement. 

Te said the council's Islamic court had decided 
to give the Russian govemment 48 hours to 
“withdraw immediately from Chechnya” and 
"release all our brothers and sisters detained in 
Russian prions" The Russian diplomats were 
abducted on June 3 when unidentified gunmen 
attacked their vehicle in the upmarket west 
Baghdad neighborhood of Mansour 

One Russian diplomat was killed in the апас 
and the other four abducted. 

The dead Russian man has been named as Vi- 
taly Titov The four missing are Fyodor Zaytsev 
Rinat Agiyulin, Anatoly Smimov and Oleg Fe- 
dosseyev. 

“We know in advance that there will be ap- 
peas . to release those (hostages) under the 
pretex that Russia took a clear stand in rejecting 
the (US-led) war on Iraq,” the Mujahedeen Shu- 
та Council said. 

It accused the Russian government of 
“killing and displacing .. our people in 
Chechnya and Afghanistan" and of “sending 
its diplomats to Iraq to support the crusader 
enterprise led by America" and "confer le- 
gitimacy” on the US-backed Iraqi govern- 
ment. AFP 


WORLDBRIEFS 


Hostages freed in Brazil 

RIO DE JANEIRO More than 250 hostages, in- 
cluding 214 women and dozens of children, were 
feleased Monday by prisoners at a high-security 
prison after the inmates ended their uprising, us- 
toe oficials toid АРР "Al the hostages have been 
treed" at the Viana prison, sald tne spokesperson 
forthe state justice secretariat of Espiritu Santo 
state, where rioting prisoners seized members of 
Visiting amies Saturday to protest prison condi- 
tions. The spokesperson insisted that the prison- 
ers "got nothing” from te state to end the upris- 
ing. The prisoners had demanded the retur to 
their fatty of fve Inmates transferred to a feder- 
al penitentiary a month sarir. Two prisoners 
were kiled in the uprising, one of hem decapitat- 
fd, and their bodies displayed on a wali outside 
the prison unit, officiais confirmed евйіег AFP 


2 US soldiers abducted 
BAGHDAD—A group linked to al-Qaida in Iraq 
said on Monday It had abducted two US soldiers, 
and thousands of US troops scoured the country- 
Side tor the missing men. “Your brothers in the 
military wing of the Mujahideen Shura Council 
Kidnapped two American solders near Yusufiya, 
the Sunni Arab group sad. "We wil provide you 
with more details about he incidentin the next 
Toming days." Some 8,000 US and rai troops, 
Supported by aircraft, were hunting for he two 
missing soldiers, who have been identified as Pri- 
Vate Thomas Lowell Tucker, 25, rom Madras, 
Oregon and Private Kristian Menchaca. 23, fram 
Houston, Texas. The US miltary is stil ooking 
for Keith Maupin, he опу other missing solde. 
Не was abducted on Aprii 9. 2004, when his con- 
voy was ambushed in Baghdad. Reuters 


Palestinians get partial pay 
САГА Palestinian government workers ined up 
at post offices in Gaza on Monday to receive cash 
that members of the Hamas-ied administration 
палеа into the territory to sidestep a West- 
ern aid boycott. "This is only an injection to put 
Us to sleep and then wake up in pain again,” sald 
а government employee who gave his tame oly 
as Abu Abdallah. He was one of 90,000 workers 
n tne Palestinian Authority payro allocates 
$300 as paria payment ttr more than three 
months without wages. "Tomorrow or the day at- 
ter, we wil pay thse in the West Bank with the 
Same salaries.” sald Palestinian Authority Finance 
Minister Omar Abdel-Razek. The money was paid 
through the government-owned Postal Bank 
Reuters 


Belarus officials sanctioned 
WASHINGTON—President George W. Bush on 
Monday troze the US assets ot hardline Belarus 
President Alexander Lukashenko and nine other 
individual oemed obstacles о democracy in 
tha former Soviet republic. "There в simply no 
place in a Europe whole and tree for a regime of 
{his kind” Bush said in a letter to the US 
Congress announcing his executive order, which 
affects assets hela in the Untied States or by US 
financial insulins, White House spokesperson 
Топу Snow said in a statement that ай ot hose af- 
{ected were responsible for undormining Be- 
таги democratie processes or Institutions, hu- 
man rights abuses, or publie corruption." “These 
Sanctions, Imposed n coordination win targeted 
financial sanctions adopted by the European 
Union, indicate te international community In- 
tention to hold to account those responsibie for 
abuses In Belarus,” said Snow. am 


GAZA CITY—PALESTINIAN FACTIONS 
have made progress towards an agree- 
ment on а deal that could implicitly rec- 
ognize Israel and end a political and fis- 
cal crisis, a participant at key talks Mon- 
day said. 

Bitter rivals Hamas, which heads a 
Western-boycorted government, and the 
Fatah party of president Mahmud Abbas 
met late into the night, with the end of a 
second round of crisis talks due in princi- 
pleto expire Wednesday. 

"The focus of talks has been a statehood 
initiative which implicitly recognizes 1s- 
reels right to exist by calling for a Pales- 
tinian state on land conquered in 1967, 
ал end to attacks in Israel and a national 
unity government. 

Unless the initiative is accepted by all 
factions, Abbas will put it ro a referen- 
dum already set for July 26—40 the fury 
of Hamas which claims the unprecedent- 
ей vote amounts to an attempt to over- 
throw its government. 

ing to the latest opinion poll, 


three quarters of Palestinians support the 
initiative, but only 47 percent would actu- 
ally go out and vote in favor of the docu- 
ment should the plebiscite take place. 

"Hamas refusal so far to recognize the 
Jewish state, renounce violence or abide 
by past agreements has seen its govem- 
‘ment boycotted by the West and direct EU 
and US aid suspended, sending its f- 
nances into free fall. 

Rivalry between Fatah and Hamas has 
spilled over into deadly clashes and 
prompted fears of civil war, but despite 
‘optimism, factions are yet to agree on the 
most thomy aspects of the 18-point “na- 
tional conciliation document” One of the 
negotiators, Ibrahim Abu al-Naja, an off 
cial of a nationalist and Istamist umbrella 
group, said there was "real progress on 
the various subjects under discussion.” 
“Two days of intense discussions are still 
needed to reach a national agreement,” 
he added. 

He said earlier that sticking points re- 
mained the supremacy of the Palestine 


Bank, including east Jerusalem. 
‘Tempering фе optimism, 


ment" Yer ће echoed that it was 


Liberation Organization, acceptance of a 
Palestinian state in the territories occu- 
pied in 1967, and talks with Israel. 
Hamas charter сай for armed resis- 
tance rather than negotiations to solve the 
Middle East conflict, and the destruction 
of the Jewish state rather than an inde- 
pendent Palestine in Gaza and the West 


spokesperson Nabil Abu Rudeina de- 
dared it “too early to speak of an imn 

nent deal," Prime minister ismail Haniya, 
head of the Hamas-led government, told 
reporters in Gaza City that dialogue was 
continuing “with the utmost seriousness 
with a view to reaching agreements on 
cerain points of the prisoners’ docu- 
"prema- 
ture" to talk about a government of a na- 
tional unity as stipulated in the docu- 


Hamas parliamentary spokesperson 
Salah al-Bardwail said the dialogue had 
produced agreement on "90 percent" of 


the document, but cautioned against un- 
due optimism with the most tricky ques- 
tions still to play for. 

"1 think difficulties will crop up when. 
we get down to the details." Observers say. 
the statehood charter, drawn up by fac- 
tion leaders who are jailed in Israel 
would amount toa de facto recognition of 
Israel, one of the Wests central demands 
before resuming aid to the beleaguered 
Hamas government. 

In the interim, officials said the Euro- 
pean Commission hopes to start sending а 
125-milion-dollar aid package to the 
Palestinians that will bypass the Hamas- 
led government, by the end ofthe week. 

Visiting EU External Relations Commis- 
sioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner on Monday 
discussed the new package with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni, who stopped 
shor of endorsing the deal, and Abbas. 

‘Western aid cuts have meant few of the 
160,000 Palestinian civil servants have 
been paid since Hames took office in 
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Owning an Accent has never been easier 
Wit these great payment options: 
Option 1: 
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b. Low Down Payment of PB5,200 
(15% down payment on a 72-montn 
instalment pan) 
с. Low Monthiy Amortization 
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TOKYO—PRIME MINISTER JUNICHIRO KOIZUMI somiy for, the roughly 550 


announced on Tuesday that Japan will withdraw its 
troops from Iraq, ending the Japanese military's 
riskiest and most ambitious overseas mission since 


World War Two. 


Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Mali- 
Ў said on Monday his forces would 
take over security from July in the 
souhem province of Muthanna, 
‘where the British oversee a multin 
tional contingent that indudes 
Japanese troops. 

Japaris troop dispatch—a sym- 
bol of Tokyo's willingness to put 
* "boots on the ground” for its close 

ally the United States, and to take a 

1 bigger global security role—won 

7 praise from Washington. But it was 
opposed by many at home including 

2 artis who said the dispatch violat- 
‘ed дарап pacifist constitution. 

"T want to express my profound. 
respect and gratitude to the Sel De- 
fense Forces (troops) who sweated 

~ in tough conditions with the strong. 

- awareness they were conducting 

Z their activties in Iraq for all of the 

2 Japanese people" Koizumi told a 
news conference at which he 

{ pledged to keep supporting Iraq's 
nation building. 

"The decision to withdraw comes 


.Bush warns 
of sanctions if 
Tran nixes offer 


KINGS POINT, NY—PRESIDENT 
George W Bush said on Monday 
Iran faces the prospect of UN Se- 

‚сшйу Council action and pro 
gressivey stronger sanctions i it 
rejects an offer aimed at contain- 
Ing its nuclear program. 

E Mf rans leaders want peace and 

prosperity and а more hopeful fi- 
Sure for their people, hey should ac. 
"cep ош ойе, abandon апу ambi 
"ions to obrain nuclear weapons, and 
come into compliance with their in- 
ternational obligations," Bush said. 

Je pde a a mameet 
speech to the graduating dass of the 
US Merchant Marine a day before 
heading to Vienna t» atend a US- 
European Union summit. 

А USbacked package of incen- 
tives was offered to Iran eariy this 
month, and Bush said the Unked 
States would join European talks 
with Iran if it agreed to veiably 
suspend is nuclear enrichment pro- 
gram. The five UN Security Council 
Permanent members plus Germany 
offered Iran incentives to stop puri- 
fying uranium, which Tehran says 
would generate бектіу but which 

=the West sees as a disguised atomic 

“Bomb project. 

7. So far Tehran has refused to stop 
the enrichment while saying the in- 
"entes ofer was a postive step. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
called Bush on Monday to discuss 
п, a White House official said. 

"The presidents agreed on the im- 
ponance of remaining united in 
their fons to press Iran to suspend 
all enrichment activities and begin 
negotiations on ће incentives pack- 
age,” theoficialsaid. Reuters 


eene 


Japanese soldiers engaged in recon- 
‘sructon and humanitarian work. 

Japanese Defense Minister 

Fukushiro Мара immediately i 
sued an order for the тоор with- 
draw, Kyodo news agency said. The 
proces could be completed by the 
end of uly Kyodo said. 
Howard said the Australan поорз 
would Keep “looking ofer the 
Japanese unti the Japanese have 
gone, and 1 expect that to be quite 
жоп.” In Canberra, Defense Minis- 
ter Brendan Nelson said on Tuesday 
that Ausraba would reassign its 
460 oops protecting Japanese 
forces to help the laci military se 
оше the border with Syria. 

“Tc has the potential to be more 
dangerous for our soldier. 

We don't underestimate the risk,” 
he told reporters 

Aher фе woop withdrawal, 
Jepan wil expand the mission of its 
ir force planes based in Kuwait to 
include the айп of UN person- 
nel said Koizumi coalition partes, 
New Komeito ралу chief Takenori 
Каллай. 

"арап decided to send ground 
troops to Iraq in December 2003, 
and the fist major contingent аг. 
ved inFebruary2004. Reuters 


ahead of Koizumi’ visit to Washing- 
ton for talks with President George 
W Bush in late June and before ће. 
steps down as prime minister in 
September 
No Japanese soldiers have been 
kiled or wounded in Iraq, but 
Koizumi faced a political cris in 
2004 when three Japanese civilians 
were taken hostage by insurgents. 
The three, as well as two others tak- 
еп hostage later, were released un- 
harmed. In all, si Japanese citizens, 
including two diplomats, have been 
Killed by insurgents in Iraq. 
Japanese Foreign Minister Taro 
‘Aso said the troops had won high 
‘marks for their military discipline. 
"think such views have made a 
very big contribution to improving 
the brand image of Japan as a coun- 
my" he told а news conference 
ahead of the official announcement. 
Japan has said is withdrawal 
from the southem city of Samawa 
had to be coordinated with Britain 
and Australia, whose troops provide 


ENDANGERED 

A silvery marmoset monkey is seen on its cage at the the Drusillas Park Zoo 

in east Sussex, England. Five of them were stolen from the zoo over the 
weekend 

| 1 


Prosecutors seek hanging for Saddam, 3 others 


 BAGHDAD—PROSECUTORS DE- 
manded the death penaly on 
Monday for Saddam Hussein and 
three of his former top aides for 
crimes against humanity follow- 
ing a 1982 crackdown on Shiites 
in which hundreds were killed 
and tortured. 

A smiling and relaxed Saddam, 
who has dismissed the US-backed 
‘court as farce, told the chief prose- 
лог after he finished his closing ar- 
gumenss: “Well done” Saddam 


faces death by hanging if found 
guy Prosecutors also requested 
the death penalty for Saddam's half- 
brother Barzan alTikrit, former 
vice-president Taha Yassin Ramadan. 
and the former chief judge of Sad- 
dams Revolutionary Court, Awad 
Hamed al Bandex 

‘Saddam, Barzan, Ramadan, Ban- 
der and four local Baath party offi- 
cials are charged with crimes against 
humanity for their roles in the 
kilings, torture and executions 
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Jeader's ein the village of Dujail 

“The prosecution demand that 
the cour impose the heaviest penal- 
без on those defendants who spread 
соггирбоп on earth and where not 
even trees escape their oppression, 
so we demand the cour impose the 
death penalty” chief prosecutor Jaa- 
far alMoussawi told chief Judge 
Raouf Abdel Rahman. 

Eight months into а tumultuous 
tial marred by the killings of two 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


JAPANESE troops secure an area June I2 in the southern city of Samawa during the visit ofa 
representative of the Japanese foreign ministry to the site where a power plant willbe built. 


N. Korea missile threat 


‘provocative, 


WASHINGTON-—THE UNITED STATES AND 
Japan warned North Korea on Monday 
against missile launch that experts say could 
reach as far as Alaska and threatened harsh 
action if the test flight goes ahead. 

The waming coincided with the assessment by 
some officials that Pyongyang may have finished. 
fueling for the launch of is long-range Tae- 
podong 2 missle. 

US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said a 
misse launch by North Korea would be viewed 
asa very serious matter and “provocative ac that. 
‘would further isolate Pyongyang. 

“We wil obviously consult on next steps but 1 
сап assure everyone that it would be taken with 
utmost seriousness,” said Rice at a conference. 

їп Tokyo, Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi, who has twice met North Korean leader 
Kim Jongi since taking office in 2001, said 
“Tokyo, Washington and Seoul were ай urging Py- 
‘ongyang to act rationally and with restraint. 

"Even now, we hope that they will not do this; 
Koizumi told a news conference. "But if they ig- 
more our views and launch a missile, then the 
Japanese government, consulting with the United 


Baghdad courtroom. 


September. 


businesses across Asia overnight. == ; 


' says Rice 


‘States, would have to respond harshly" Koizumi 
declined to specify what steps Japan would take. 

"The US is consuking fellow members ofthe UN 
Security Council, said Washington's ambassador 
to the United Nations, John Bolton. Bolton said 
Washington did not know what North Korea's in- 
tentions were. The US has found itself blocked by 
verowielding council members China and Russia 
in past attempts to raise North Korea's nuclear- 
weapons program in the Security Counc 

Pentagon spokesperson Bryan Whitman said 
the United States had a limited missile-defense 
system, Asked if the US military would пу to 
shoot down a North Korean missile, he would not. 
discuss details about the capabilities or potential 
use ofthe system. 

* will not get into or discuss any specifi alert 
‘satus or capabilities,” Whitman told reporters. 

‘South Korean broadcaster YIN cited officials in 
Seoul as saying а launch of the North's Tae- 

:2 missile was imminent. 

However speculation that the missile would be. 
fired over the weekend came to nothing, and 
forecasts of doud and rain over North Korea until 
Wednesday could delay even further. Reuters 


followed an attempt on the Iragi defense lawyers, the resignation ofa 

judge and trades from the defen- 
ants, prosecutors presented final 
ssatements in a heavily-forifed 


Defense lawyers will sart making 
final remarks for each of the eight 
defendants on July 10. A fivejudge 
panel will then adjourn to considera 
verdict. A US official said the panel 
‘was expected to take 60 days before 
reaching a verdict, expected by mid- 
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‘Pacquiao fight over in 6 rounds’ 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


IT WILL BE ALL OVER IN SIX 


rounds or less. 

Freddie Roach, Manny Pacquiao's master tacti- 
‘dan, made that prediction yesterday regarding 
the Pipino boxing heros fight against Mexican 
Oscar Larios on July 2. 

Roach based his forecast from the way his 
ward shook off excess pounds and rust after а 
‘month-long training at his Wild Card gym in Hol- 
Iywood. 

"The match will not last the distance because it 
‘wil be over in six rounds or less" said Roach who 
“безг in with Pacquiao yesterday moming. 

Despite being still over the 130b limit, Рас 
‘quiao’s handlers are confident that he will make 
the weight when its time to tip the scales 


INTHE GROOVE: Pacquiao arrives from Los 
Angeles for the final phase of his training. son 


“Mannys палез woul el you ропи 
what a boxers condition is, and they say tha 

really good shape,” Eric Pineda, busi- 

ess manager to Pacquiao, told the INqume in а 


shrugged off 
the Rizal Memorial Sports Complex from noon to 


inside the Amateur Boxing Associ- 

ationof Pe Plppnes yma be RSC avoin 
two hours the champ was there. 

Не forayed into а full workout, complete with 

speed ball, skip rope and abdominal exercises 
that featured his daily dose of 1,000 crunches. 

‘Larios has what it takes to win, 

мові champion Iwill notun 


"The champs wit 


NCAA green-lights Lions’ Nigerian ‘import’ 


when asked about Roachis predictions. 
"Six rounds? es scary ift lasts that long" Pac- 
quizo said half jokingly 
‘Tomorrow, Pacquiao will spar with Russian 
Rustam рех whom he brought to Manila from. 
losAngees. With reports from Nikko Dizon 
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The No-Holes Boards ЗНАТЬ rer sauss son 


PRESSED BRATS. H 


wt be expend pay amr 
Tole în the Red Lon’ bd то reclaim 
thee they last won in 1978. 

‘ie made his San Beda debut 
in the Pilppinet Olympic Festal. 
Не wil рау alongside 2004 Rookie 19124 EDSA, VETERAN'S VILLAGE, Д 
of the Year Yousif Aljamal, a Filipino T 7, QUEZON CITY. 
whose father is a Saudi Arabian. EC H6 Soot 88 -372.2040 0 PATENTED, 1 


6 foot-8, 21-year-old Ekwe is eligi- 
bleto beef up the Red Lions for this 
season hei furnished the neces- 


lege of St. Benilde after their meet- 

ingat the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 
"The documents included Ekwe's 
grade equivalent from the Com- 

mission on Higher Education, ac- 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


" 
NIGERIAN SAMUEL EKWE HAS 
‘been given the approval to play for 
" San Beda in the NCAA meris bas- 
ketball toumament. 
The NCAA management com- 
minee yesterday decided that the 


the deadline and 

th what they 

submitted,” said Mancom chair completed a 
Bernie Atienza of host school Col- 


ШЕ] ALWAYS SDEMANDED MORE THAN JUST OIL. 


иза way of Me, а source of income, for some, just а simple hobby For the 
millions who ride I's always been a passion that demands more than jst 


IT'S MORE THAN JUST OIL. IT'S LIQUID ENGINEERING. 


Driving my van became smoother and lighter. 
Plus, my gas gauge didn't dip to empty after justa few runs. 


MA. THERESA LARIOSA, CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST 
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na SPORTS 


Iloilo nips Pagadian five in series opener Paeng tops 
Superbowl 
WC qualifier 


FOUR-TIME WORLD CHAMPION PAENG NEPO- 
muceno rolled а 12-game series of 2709 pinfalls 
Sunday to rule the Superbowl center finals in the 
Bowling World Cup national eliminations. 

The lefty Nepomuceno, one of four keglers 
seeded into the Philippine team to the Doha 
‘Asian Games this December, finished ahead of 
' Jay Carabeo, who tallied 2675, and William 

Monedero, who carded 2537. 

Ditas dela Merced topped the ladies elimina- 
"ion with 1681. 

‘Others who also made it to the national finals 
from four centers were Mar Sera, Rolly Малай, 
Jojo Ventura, Liian Teano and Norma Nuevo 
(Coronado Lanes/Starfanes), Mel Almario, Eric 
Aranez, Wanda Тее and Alice Cabazor (As- 
trobowl/Metropols), Wily Ng, Ben Diaz, and An- 
na Ng (Puyat Spons Baguio) and Ramer Medrano, 
Ed Vargas and Becky Ramirez (Coastal Lanes). 

Competition in 18 other АМЕ Puyat centers 
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POTOTAN, ILOILO—THE TOYOTA-ILOILO WARRIORS 
scored another shocking victory Friday night, this time 
taking the scalp of the Pagadian Explorers, 86-83, to draw 
first blood in their best-of-three southern semifinal series 
in the 2006 Guerrero Brandy-NBC national basketball 
‘championship at the Astrodome here. 

"The Warriors of the Iloilo Basketball League and Mayor 
Jerry Trenas, who finished at the bottom of the southem 
division at 3-8, banked on Francis Sanzs basket in the f- 
mal 29 seconds to break an 83-83 tie. 

^ couldn't ask for more,” said coach John Trompeta, 
who was scheduled to leave for the United States to join 


his family "t just wish this team would go ай the way Tm 
leaving with a heavy heart since I want to finish this con- 
ference. But [couldn postpone my tip.” 

Over atthe CP Tinga gym in Taguig City Bacchus/Har- 
bour Centre-Manila beat Laguna-Sta. Rosa, 74-68, to gain. 
the semifinals ofthe tournament sponsored by Panasonic, 
Sulpicio Lines, Nature's Spring Mineral Water, Spring 
Cooking Ой, Regent Foods, Firefly Lightings, Molten and 
Prime Channel, 

The Manilans of businessman Mikee Romero and 
coach Lawrence Chongson led from start to finish. 

‘The Warriors пу to dase ош the series next Thursday at 


Aces, Bulls eye 
2-0 semis lead 


the Explorers homecourt in Pagadian City. 

The scares: 

10LO 86—Sreo 25, gs 6 олег 15, Sn, Leonia, Sor- 
4 Basta Pod 2 Ura  Sre-and. 

PAGADIAN E Marcia 2, Orsi 18, Naron 10, rto 10. Dela 
{Sng Coter? Oo 2 P Sen 2, Orandam Q anta AR. 

rater 20-19, 40-37, 6458 8848 

BACCHUS TA Marien 13, Mastang 12, Pag 10, Pibdus 9, 
Sa Олг& Ооздогу, Ai 4 Oumas 4. 

LAGUNA E rio 15 Domingo 11, Nu A, Proceso 8, tano 6, 
нашсоб, Marangon 4, Raab 4, Aum 2, Pror 2. 

rare 1912 4125,5551, 2448. 


GAMES TODAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:40 pm—Re Bul vs San Miguel Beer 
7:35 pm—Puraloods vs Alaska 


DISCOMPOSURE HIT SAN MIGUEL BEER 
and Purefoods at the start of the PBA 
Philippine Cup semifinals following an al- 
most month-long hiatus. 

But Red Bull and Alaska don't expect the same 
listless attitude in Game 2 of the best-of seven se- 
Ties today atthe Araneta Coliseum. 

"They (Beermen) are quite rusty,” said Red Bull 
coach Yeng Guiao. "The long break definitely af- 
fected them." 

“Sal, we have to be on our toes. They've been. 
scouting us for a long time and they know what 
adjustments to make,” he added after beating 
Jong Uichico's San Miguel in Game One, 89-78. 

Danny Ildefonso’ sprained ankle removed one 
headache for Red Bull while rust dearly got the 
better of Dondon Hontiveros, Olsen Racela and 
Chris Calaguio to the Beermen’s disadvantage 

Hontiveros was 0-067 from three point range 
and could only buy a bucket in ve attempts from. 


the perimeter while Racela missed nine of his 11 
shots from the fieid. 

Tidefonso could be back in harness, depending 
оп the feel of his left ankle. The presence of the. 
two-time MVP plus Dorian Peña and Danny Sei- 
gle could eat up more paint space from the Bulls 

"San Miguel plays a lot Бе Ginebra so the 
preparation was not difficuk 
“The only thing that conces us right now is the 
injury of Larry (Fonacies). We will need him in the 
series and well see bow it develops.” 

Fonacier, the leading candidate for the rookie 
of the yeas sprained his ankle on one of the tran 
sition plays in the third quarter of Game 1. 

n the other semifinal pairing, the Aces—de- 
spite winning Game 1—are concocting а formula 
1o neutralize the young Turks of the Giants. 

James Yap made 23 of his 33 points in the 
fourth while Kerby Raymundo finished with 25 
after scoring 19 in the first һай “They're a tough 
combo,” said Alaska coach Tim Cone after a 94- 
92 squeaker over coach Ryan Gregorios Giants. 
“Try to stop the other and the other one will 
score” June Navarro 


HARBOUR Centre owner Mikee Romero talks about team plans as 
Welcoat co-owners Terry Que (left) and Raymund Yu look on. 


Welcoat to maintain 
PBL franchise—Yu 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


WELCOAT PAINTS WON'T BE TO- 
tally pulling out of the Philippine 
Basketball League after all. 

Welcoat will tum over the man- 
agement duties ofits amateur roster 
то Henkel, a German-owned com- 
pany which debuts in the Philippine 
Basketball Association this October 

Sista, a Henkel brand of water- 
based sealant, will be the new name 
the team will carry in the PBL. 

Caloy Garcia will be calling the 
shots for Sista, while Boy Lapid will 
bethe team manager. 

“Technically, we will still have a 
team in the PBL," said Welcoat team 
owner Raymund Yu at the PSA Fo- 
rum yesterday at the Pantalan 
Restaurant in Manila. "The fran- 
chise still belongs to us. Well lend it 
to [Henkel) in their first two confer- 
'ences in the PBL” 

Leo Austra, meanwhile, wil 
serye as head coach in Welcoats 
maiden campaign in the pro league. 


“T think we're ready for the PBA,” 
said team co-owner Terry Que. 

Yu added that Welcoat plans to 
include free agents in is PBA roster 
Jed by Heroes Cup Most Valuable 
Player Jojo Tangkay of Rain or 
Shine, Frodan Baguion and Al Mag- 
payo of Mona, and Chrisian 
Coronel of Toyota Otis. 

‘Ausra earlier disclosed that Wel- 
coat wants to elevare big men Jay-R 
Reyes, Junjun Cabaru and Samigue 
Eman from is amateur team. 

While Welcoat gears up for is pro 
si, 2006 Unity Cup champion 
Harbour Centre also begins its re- 
building process afer the departure 
of key players LA Tenorio and 
Joseph Yeo. 

“We were able to show the suc 
cessful tandem of La Salle and Are- 
neo players,” said team owner Mi- 
кее Romero. “For our next team, we 
want to rebuild around La Salle and 
Ateneo players anchored on JC Intal 
and Rico Maierhofer Hopefully 
they be our furure stars.” 


MEGA SALE! 


on June 30, 2006 - STARTS AT 8:30A.M. SHARP. 


ALASKA playmaker Mike Cortez loses Ьай possession against the. 
defense of Purefoods’ Mark Pingris and Rey Evangelista. axcustoancuz 


are sill going on. The tourney will determine the 
‘country’s male and female representatives to the 
42d World Cup in Venezuela, оп Nov 4-10. 
Nepomuceno posted a 22575 average on 
lines of 215, 232, 256, 278, 169, 182, 255, 235, 
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AF3 frontrunner Sy two times lucky 


(GUANGDONG_FILIPINO RACING 
star Tyson Sy doubly lucky 

‘Apart from escaping serious in- 
duy in а temyng crash that 
‘wrecked his car in Round Five, he 
gota welcome break when organiz- 
©з of the Asan Formula Three Se- 
Ties called off Round Six due to un- 
safe racing conditions at the Zhuhai 
Intemational Circuit on Sunday. 

The cancellation meant that Sj 
who finished third in Round Five, 
will keep his distance from the rest 
ofthe бей! when the series rerums 
here next month for the aborted leg 
and the nex three legs of the series. 


D 


Asian F-3 Series 
‘Standings after Round Five 


NERS 


2 Dion Battistini England рз 
‘.DadoPeta — Phippines S2pis 
mese 

5. Hames Wesiow England 


‘Actually, Round Six was already 
in progress despite heavy aftemoon 
rains when organizers, concemed 
over the safety of the drivers, re- 
called them to the pits on orders of 
the supervising Hong Kong Auto- 


cowry топ 
Pipes 75 ps 


кк 5208 


ора 


mobile Association officials. 

А race official who inspected the 
43-klometer circuit after the acci- 
dent-marred Round Five said parts 
of the track were flooded. 

Had the race pushed through, 
Briton Dillon Battistni and Filipino 
Dado Peña would have gained on 
the 18-year-old Sy the series leader 
with 86 points. Sy and teammate 
Gaby dela Merced were not among 
the drivers flagged off for Round Six. 

Sys new 304 Dallara had 
slammed into Dela Merced stalled 
car in front of the grandstand earli 
wrecking both machines. 


Бапыш of JA Motorsport, 
whose blocking maneuver caused 
Sy to dam into Dela Merced’ car 
amed 15 points for placing second 
in Round Five behind Irishman Ali 
Jackson of Aran Racing and moved 
‘upto second with 56. 

Не dislodged Peña of Team God- 
dard and Jackson who both have 52. 

Pea, also 18, who drove safely to 
finish fourth in Round Five after 
winning Round Four last Saturday. 

Peña said race officials made the 
right decision because “racing con- 
dons out there were simply со 
dangerous” 


THE COUNTDOWN FOR MANNY PAOQUIAOS 

|. mooncime steak luncheon ar the Araneta Сое 
tim on July 2 was tolled yesterday upon the 

boxing hero's rerum Fom the United States 

Pacquiao appeared ready for the scheduled 
feast, an inspirational rte before his loving 
counzymen 

‘After having honed up atthe Wild Card Box- 
ing Ciub ff Vine Stet in Hollywood, Pacquiao 
could be expected to dimb the ring against 
Mexican Oscar Larios armed tothe teeth. 

‘While steaks are normally cut to thin slices 
with a sharp knife, Pacquiao is not leaving any- 
thing to chance. 

Нез showing up for the luncheon 
wielding a mighty axe 

"Hindi ko ipagpapalit kahit man so lahat ng 
kayamanan itong karangalang bigay ng Mahal 
ла Diyos па maging inspirayon ng buong 
yan" Pacquiao told СМА before winding 
upis shorened using in Califomia. 

Plainly translated, Pacquiao was assuring his 
countrymen he would give everything to repay 
Their adoring support with a resounding win. 

However, the scheduled steak luncheon 
could also tum messy 

‘Larios could prove to be real tough meat. 

Not to displease Pacquiao, who had to 
protest when we first described Larios in this 
Column as a form of recycled Mexican meat. 

We had also been wrongly suspected of 
пуш to wreck the promotion by baring the 


‘meant that the visiting Mexican promises to 
be less juicy if not totally dry or drained. 


Oscar Larios can't be flat, easy corned beef 


Bare EYE 


LE 


Recab Trinidad 


But, come to think of it Larios could also 
come in truly tough, тайгі, like dreaded 
‘carabeef. 


Which momentarily pushed your reporter 
back to that dugout scene after Pacquiao lost his 
fist fight against Erik Morales in March 2005. 

Jes lie this. After being dealt а boxing les- 
son-cum-bloody beating, by Morales, Pacquiao 
ended up comparing the masterly Mexican ring. 
Jegend toa big, brutish carabao. 

‘Pacquiao's former close-in aide in California, 
Greg Asuncion of the LA Sheriff's Office, last 
time bared that his beaten former big boss, usu- 
ally tough and fearless, manifested awe and 
desperation after that loss. 

Pacquiao next tained doubly hard, had his 
fighting mechanism overhauled, then went on 
to baffle and stop Morales for the frs time in a 
classy career Я 


Now, if Pacquiao sounds as though he has 
been training for Larios as hard as he had 
done against Morales ics also to help market 
the $4 milion card bankrolled by ABS-CBN. 

Pacquiao needed to appear properly wor- 
ried about Larios. 

o far, the national boxing hero has ap- 
peared quite successful in this selling venture. 


In fact, the venerable sportsman Nene 
‘Araneta, in whose Big Dome the July 2 will 
be staged, was caught wondering about Pac- 
quiaos chances against the tall Mexican 
Monday night. 

Señor Araneta was a main guest at the din- 
ner for Miguel Torres Jr, son of the fabulous 
European wine king Don Miguel Torres of Vi- 
afranca de Pinedes near Barcelona, at the 
"Terry Selection in Makati Monday evening. 

While Araneta was entertaining unfound- 
ed doubts, Morales, who is scheduled for a 
third encounter with Pacquiao in Las Vegas in 
‘November, picked the Pacman over Larios. 

Veteran boxing journalist Ricardo 
Jimenez, now working as Top Rank 
‘spokesperson, also described Larios as beat 
up, or damaged goods. 

Yes, the odds could go double-your-mon- 
ey for Pacquiao come fight time. 

Still, Pacquiao has reason to worry Strong as 
he could be, Pacquiao cannot be expected to 
show up with a full oxygen tank against Larios. 

Not to say that Pacquiao's stamina would be 
good only for chasing a plate of comed beef 
across the table. 

‘But if there promises to be a chink in Pac- 
quio armor, this shouldbe his stamina. 

‘As he had to cram after checking in late at 
‘Wild Card in Hollywood, there's sill the danger 
‘of Pacquiao running short of breath, as did hap- 
pen in his fight against a Thai messenger in 
“Taguig in December 2004. 

ОГ course, Pacquiao honestly knows where 
Larios stands. 

But, on a good day, the recycled Mexican 
could also prove gamy and ruly tough. 


National Pool listing starts 
FILIPINO POOL PLAYERS ASPIRING FOR BERTHS 
în tne 2006 Work Pol Championship can row reg- 
iste to compete ntn 2006 Natonal Pool Champ 
сер set Аш 15 to 20 t ha Nroy Aquino $ай- 
ium. The P2 2 min be-tbbon 9184 compeaton 
Jointly is organized by the Billards and Snooker 
‘Congress of the Philippines (BSCP) and Raya. 
Sports Payers can roster wih national pool coach 
Ramon Anca at ге Ruai Memorid Baars Сел 
or 2t те Raya Sports ottoa on те th foo of ha 
POAF burg on G4 Рики Avenue. Макай Ciy. En- 
ty lee is P3,000. Four siots to 2006 Worta Pol 
sites n November а те PIOC is at stake. 


SPORTSWATCH 
60 fights in Makati 3-cocker 


‘SOME 60 FIGHTS ARE ON TAP IN THE WTJ 3-СОСК 
Derby starting a 5 p.m. today at the Makati Cose- 
от, A prize pot o! Р200 000 is at stake in the derby. 
sponsored by B-Meg Derby Асе. said promoters 
Lito Обал, Rudy Sad and Witam Co. Last Mon- 
day. o Jody Maka entry o E. Mercado racked up 
fhe straight victores to ule tne Риоу Cockers As- 
зосайоп ofthe Pháppines 5-cock derby Ноно. 
Manny Pacquiao and Amor Salvanera (Super Pac 
тап) sled the Cocker of Ine Year race. 


GCAP grand finals today 
THE GENTLEMAN COCKERS ASSOCIATION OF THE 
Philippines Coder ot th Year мї ally be known 
today when ha Grand Championship 5-Cock Darby 
els under way а Зап uan Cotsoum. Sagupaan 
Complexor 300018 exclusive sponsor ot the 70-10 
program. "This в GCAPS biggest event this year." 
Said he GCAPS Pack Anton, "Al roosters to bo 
feed are mult-uiners" Jun Topacio о! Cava (T 
mara, 29 points) вай Rep. Buch Pichay and Ray. 
Briones ent Spartans Pichay by 1.5 ponts nthe 
series. Antonio (Sagupaan Complexr 3000) shores 
ird расса! 255 wath боту Ramos (Against Al 
Odds) and Atan Saco (JU AS WG Listana } 
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КТЫ Spanish armada sails on 


" | Switzerland, Ukraine keep World Cup bids alive 


BERLIN—SPAIN MAY BE са paid ia "ыш €: an аи аат 
р Ат 
about to shake off its tag ш ani оруш! тга шуш Sct fon sng spy pera Swine 
as underachiever after all. ios before a 7ist-minute equalizer by land coach Koebi Kuhn said. 
cepere o e gre 
wider Rede nude made regio an өй rines heading megas iom 
моду: per йи кин dum патат anao ыла. а шд а 
жан КУ Ee EE бе “Deleting ааыа ба. damnet fot of nop 
p mex epum fe Reden, M. ааа ltem 
‘Switzerland and Ukraine each won to land, Portugal and Ecuadorarealreadyin- netta added another in the 88th 
E ааа ате те че те 
‘Switzerland beat Togo 20, while Ukraine #? ies. In Hamburg, Andriy Shevchenko got a 
Jf —_Forhisfirst goal, Torres header and Serhiy Rebrov scored one of 
collected a pass from the е goals of the tournament in Ukraine's 
Ray RE urb o 40 та aunt Sul ata wh wa 
quick touches and flicked unable to muster a single shot on goal. 
Stat pct бе galee "Any ur eet orl fom 
de be Re SG cn bel Senge ries and 
ааа 
iron gii иш a бар до in de rake tand camel 
smi wid wide. бешге ah 
ола драла Sheri male азон be 46h 
аад. 
И al at 
стык edem tended str fom е 
MA зиз жашы Adm. кай ошады. 
Б Жы iniu My / 
ИГ lemed ie ом min 
танаар Шш кюй coxa йш gom 
lion deg иш а fuper паш) Gata lace 
Sau ted шша тш i ше Gem mime 
‘on Friday in its last game to havea chance Markus Merk following Sunday's 2-0 loss "UKRAINE star pea ares, 
dite E катыма ди id Arabia 
Mustat themoment when Spainstarted While Ghana has dedareda halfday deenseinthergroupmatch. м. 
Tunisia to buckle we dropped ош guard,” public holiday for Thursdays march 
Eas та Рт от ВЫТ т бе lied Sas a od seve morta tbe ar 
| ; Tidi. cire жоно! bey Fame las Sikes ea oer ond Llas Pasi 
A m талата уена ан ^ Ame nba Resi don 
n— ў кошушса йе шга dnc! sid ate wasa ewe and men 
Клей ў ў m qc s 
pite ; Тс бшуше i reg der he” рий 
d санаа эмр шли атина раста ар оташ нашага ay 
узыны койулган ш ЗА hun vier мий Sioa, m Sede ed 
cuo SPANS Femando Te ecu шешш бор Oa o paren. эйи шй адашар. (ратат PUDE Vm 
Vnum nin тоноо ‘scoring against Tunisia. mums tee a spot in the second round. ‘Also, Germany's national team moved — 10pm—Ghanavs USA (replay tomorrow @ 1 pm) 
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Enjoy True Quality 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 
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find comfort 
in trip home 


DALLAS—THE DALLAS MAVERICKS LEFT 
home last week with two wins and a swag- 
gez They staggered back on Monday after 
three losses to the Miami Heat, teetering on 
the brink of elimination from the NBA Finals. 

But a big bunch of irrepressible fans reminded 
the Mavs that although their backs are against 
the wall, that wall is deep in the heart of Dal- 
Jas—and in these finals, the homecourt advan- 
tage has been the only factor 
more important than È 
Dwyane Wade. 

"The Mavericks disastrous 
week in South Florida culmi- 
maed on Sunday in the 
Heat’s memorable 101-100 
overtime win, featuring 43 
points and two winning free 
throws from Wade. Dallas 
flight home was dour and 
quiet—but the cheering, 
flag-waving faithful awaiting 
their plane snapped ће 
Mavs out ofa funk, hopefully 
justin time for Game 6 on 
Tuesday. 

"That was the first smile | 
had ай night, all moming." 
said Jason Terry, who scored 
35 points in Game 5. 1 saw 
the fans out there at the air- 
роп, and пем it was home 
sweet home.” 

Terry speaks the truth about these finals: For 
the ist бле in 30 years, the home teams are un- 
beaten in the frst five games If Dallas stil hopes 
to win its first championship, the Mavs must make 
it the frs finals with seven home-team winners 
since 1955—or еу watch Wade and Shaquille 
(Neal celebrate the Heat fis йе in Dallas. 

“I can taste it, smell it, see i,” said Miami cen 
ter Alonzo Mouming, who persevered through 
13 seasons and kidney disease in search of his 
fast NBA championship. “Its going to take ev- 
узобу being an active participant to do it, but 


really feel thats going to happen Tuesday” 
it doesnt, a decisive Game 7 will be played 
on Thursday. 
їп а series between first-time finalists, it isnt 
psychologically surprising to see both teams 
leaning heavily on home cooking and crowd 
support. Both coaches have been dismayed by 
their teams’ tentative play on the road. 
‘Though Wade needed plenty of shots and 
as many free 


first indelible mark as a pro 
with 121 toral points in the 
last three games. But he 
knows the Heat will need 
even more firepower to 
win in Dallas for the first 
time since 2002—an. 
beat an opponent that 
just nine home games ай 
“We knew we didn't play 
any good games in Dallas,” 
Wade said. "When you go 
оп the road and you don't 
play good games, then you 
tum the ball over, its hard 
to win. Ies going to be very 


DALLAS superstar Dirk Nowitzki 
gets ready for Game 6. 


Dalas coach Avery 
Johnson's best adjustment 
for Game 6 simply might be his players’ change 
into their home white shins. What's more, top. 
reserve Jerry Stackhouse will be back on the 
Mavericks bench after sitting out Game 5 for his 
aggressive foul on O'Neal three nights earlier. 

“Hopefully the energy of me being out the last 
few days can be used (defensively) on Dwyane,” 
‘Stackhouse said. AP 

NDA TV 

‘SOLAR SPORTS Mari vs Dalas (92m. Be, 220 pm 
тра 

I-Mate Datas Gam. B, 7p реу) 


GAME 1 


GAME 


САМЕ 


САМЕ 


САМЕ 5 


Dallas - 90 
Miami - 80 
Dallas - 99 
Miami - 85 
Miami - 98 
Dallas - 96 
Miami - 98 
Dallas - 74 
Miami - 101 
Dallas - 100. 


COLT 45 proudly congratulates BAMBOO for bagging five major awards 
and a special People's Choice award in the 19th AWIT AWARDS. 


Best Performance by 3 Group Recording Aris (Hall) + Aum of the Year (Light, Peace, Love) Song of he Year (Hall) 
ye 


“Бек Baad (oe нш Been 


MIKEE ROMERO ADMITS, WINNING 
his first-ever PBL championship is one 
of the highest points in his life. 

Tt was prety obvious. Two days after. 
the championship, Harbour Centres 
top honcho was sill up on cloud nine. 
He said he was stil savoring the ui 
'umph as he traced the short history of 
his team ín the amateur league. 

"There was опе ime, he recalls, when 
he had to play the role of coach and 

. wuinerofibe Portmasten. 

For а billionaire like him to do this 
job speaks much of his deep passion for. 
thesportof basketball 

Indeed, winning the PBL Unity 
Cup title provided one of the happi- 
est moments for Mikee, he didn't 
even mind picking up the P300,0000 
tab—the cost of the victory celebra- 
tion at Gerry's Grill and an adjacent 
resto after the game. 

‘Gerry's Grill was open to anybody 
that night who wanted to celebrate 

|. with Harbour Centre. 


As colleague Rey Lachica said, the 
PBL series, in particular the las game, 


IN HUDDLE 


Beth 
Celis 


was a blockbuster 


v Japeth Aguilar fans will miss the 
68 Ateneo Blue Eagle when the 2006 
UAAP season opens this uly. 


Blue Eagle takes first step to NBA 


Japeth is not coming back from 
Chicago where he joined his family 


some months back. 


‘According to Ateneo head coach 
Norman Black, Japeth’s parents | 
Josie and Peter Aguiar, who played 
in the pros in the 80's, are trying to 
get Japeth into a Division 1 US NCAA 
School, the first step en route to a 
Stin in the NBA, for most players. 
ven cellphone snatchers had a field G 

day Mikee, who had deployed 30 secu- 

‘ty men at the stadium, almost юй his 
cellphone for good. 

But one ofthe media men gota good 
Jook a the guy who came close to Mi- 
Yee during the jublaion. The security 
men brought him wo the CR to frisk him 
but found nothing. 

Не was about to be set free when Mi- 
kee heard a familiar ring tone. They 
traced the sound and found it coming 
from the crotch of the snatchec The 
phone went into quarantine before it 
as resumed to Mikee. 


most 


"ris the Aguilar dream for Japeth to 
be the fist Filipino ever to play in the 
МВА, and they know that the best way 
to get there is to ist play in a US NCAA 
Divison | squad,” Norman said. The 
Арйиз are eyeing Florida Intemational 
‘University or South Dakota University 


While the loss of Aguilar came asa. 
big blow to Ateneo, overall, Norman 
feels the Blue Eagles will be more ef- 
fective this year than last. 

“ОГ course with Japeth in the 
team, we would have been stronges, 
e considering that he is the tallest 

cager in the UAAR and one of the 


promising. 
Japeth is only 19 and still growing. 


GAMES TODAY (Tinga Stadium, 
Taguig) 
2pm—PCU vE NU (for bronzs) 
330p —FEU vs SBC (or gui) 


FAR EASTERN U AND SAN 
Beda College dispute the first 
Philippine Olympic Festival 
basketball crown today with 
the Tams favored to repeat 
over the Red Lions and cap 
their domination of the event 


at the Tinga Stadium in 
Taguig City. 

The Tams, priming up for the 
ЧААР cage wars outclassed the 
Red Lions, 93-80, in their fist 
meeting last week then went 
оп to beat National U and 
Philippine Christian U to com- 
pletea sweep ofthe elimination 
round. 

But the Mendiola-based 
cagers, who ripped the Bull- 


West Rock Song (Halak) «Peoples Cho Award for song (Hiep) 


dogs, 69-55, last Saturday to 
gain the right to face the FEU 
Squad for the crown, are ex- 
pected to go flat out to spoil the 
‘Tams bid in the tournament 
held under the auspices of the 
РОС as part of the worldwide 
celebration of the Olympic 
movement and backed by 
Globe, Fontana Leisure Park, 
Feron, AMA Computer Univ. 
and Creativity Lounge. 


Superal, Sales tie for Olympicfest golf 


JUNGOLFER WOLEN SUPERAL 
Showed up his more experienced 
rivals by carding а two-over 74 for 
a share of the ead with Gary Sales 
at the шп of the first Philippine 
Olympic Committee (POC) Festi- 
val golf tournament at the Villam- 
or Golf Chub yesterday. 

"The 13-year-old Superal, a Ju- 
nior Workd champion, birdied the 
first two holes for 24 although he 
faltered coming home with a dou- 


ble-bogey marred 40. 

Sales closed with back-to-back 
birdies for 38.36 in the 36hole 
toumament serving as part of the 
celebration of the inaugural stag- 
ing of POC Olympic Festival 

Former Singapore Amateur 
champion Michael Bibat failed to 
recover from a triple-bogey start 
and stood third with 80. Gino 
Bunyi shot an 81 for a share of 
fourth place with Joel lac. 
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Facial Care Centro at 
tainmentBinquirercom.ph -SKIN now! 


—€— 


| Miriam says she wanted 
to have a baby this year 


But it's not the right said, adding that they just realized they good man.” 


were no longer who they used to be. But — Sowhat went wrong? 
time, she concedes, ‘not 1 Yere ЧЇ friends, she claimed. “Iwas “We maried prematurely, we believe 


just talking to him yesterday. Нез a very МАМ a23 
the right relationship’ 
йа THE FUNNIEST SCARY MOVIE OF THEM ALL! 


м® ummo suo. | OPENS TODAY 


quanEersinmenttarstecodd [MERCB Baa Т STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS AND ОР 


night refuse to answer the tough questions. 
But after a while, she was showing her pain 
unabashedly. When the tears broke, she 
turned away to compose herself. Finally, she 
asked to be excused. 

Earlier, the former beauty queen had 
bravely faced reporters during a press con for 
her "homecoming” show on GMA 7—"Pinoy 
Meets World," to be co-hosted by her former 
"Extra Challenge” partner Paolo Bediones. 

‘She recently separated from husband, Italian 
‘businessman Claudio Rondinelli, after almost 
three years of marriage and living in Hong 
Kong. Miriam, 31, has тетей to Manila to re- 
vive her career as a television host. 


ing a baby this year. 
right time, not the right 


coping with the spi 
they were sil husband and wife. 
church wedding in Manila and a civil wedding 
in Hong Kong, where Claudio is based. She said 
she gave up her career to live with him ch 
‘As forthe separation, Mir 
sion was mutual. 
HOW SHE'S COPING: “1 cry. pray. I talk to trusted friends.” "We couldn't settle our differences," she 


—Orenne Tops’ | MMFF's Magic 10 


ByBsyaniSanDiego]e date for the suspense thriller 
Tp eol topbilled by Robin Padilla. 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE "Thus a slot was left open 
hip КЕС ЕЕЕ Bury the grudge. Burn the village. See the saw. 

fal has granted Star Cinemas by MBO, which isa — 3 — 
requesto pulloutoneofiswo Regal Entertainment — - : 
approved entries, the Vhong e - 
Navarro-Toni Gonzaga comedy Pleased i 
"Tanging Pamilya,” fiom Lily Monteverde, Re 

3 the December event. ecutive produces, old IN | | Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 
A ecision was fi scs Entertainment 
Pacquiao the Movie ти er 
Stars Jericho Rosales, Bea Alonzo, | "баг Cinema’s other entry, pleased with the outcome. 
Bayani Agbayani, Jaclyn Jose the Judy Ann Santos-Ryan _ Monteverde is producing ES DMITTED 

Directed by Joel Lamangan Agoncillo drama “Kasal, fourout of 10 entries: “Super aw a 

More than the "ragsto-iches tale" of box- | Kasali, Kasalo” remains in Noypi” "Zsazsa Zaturnnah,” 
ing champ Manny Pacquiao, this glossy bio- | rhe running, “Mano Po 5: Gua Ai Div and 
pie tells the “Filipino story” in theseroubled | "The slot of “Tanging Ра. "Shake, Rattle & Roll 8." Of 
times, director Lamangan says."Itissad that | milya* was originally given this, she said, “It only shows 
ош countrymen seem to be constantly | m a production, our commitment to the in- 
Searching for heroes," he notes. "We should | “Blackout” direered by Ato dustry” 
all endeavor to become heroes in our own Less than six months ago, 
Way" Star Rosales himself believes “every. | — m I presi- asa result of a cont 
ne needs a hero, an inspiration.” He | dentandchiefexecatveofü. over awards, 
dropped 10 pounds and reportedly trained | cer, “declined” the invitation threatened to boycott this 
relentlessly to play the Рас Man. He insists | because he said the company year’s festival. 
that this Aim i an unflinching look at the | had decided on a Nov 1 play- 
“man behind the hero .. it even tackles his 
defeats and weaknesses” 


‘Classic Na, Orig Pa’ 
film fest starts today 


By Bayani San Diego е and Prank Gray Jr's “Omeng 
Satanasia,” topbilled by Dol- 
AWARD-WINNING MOVIES FROM phy. й 
" the past and digital works ботах These three films are stored 
Kinsey years Ciema One Originals ae in the ABS-CBN Archives, ac 
Stars Liam Neeson, Laura Linney, Chris featured in the “Classic Na, Orig cording to Ronald M. Ar 
O'Donnell, Peter Sarsgaard Pa,” film event starting today Ш 
Directed by Bill Condon Sunday at SM Megamall and SM 
Dubbed "highly partisan,” this critically Ску Mania Apart from ihe arehived, Ai 
acclaimed 2004 bio-pic chronicles the tra- The film festival commemo- guelles said he tapped other 
Walls and triumphs of controversial Indiana rates the 12th anniversary of sources for the festival. “From 
University biologist Dr. Alfred С. Kinsey, who Cinema One, ABS-CBN's cable (filmmaker) Mike de Le 
gained notoriety for his landmark movie channel. copies of Lamberto Avellana's 
Works—"Sexual Behavior in the Human "Acclaimed movies in the ca- ‘Portrait of an Artist as Filipino" 
Male" (1948) and “Sexual Behavior in the ble channels catalogue are in and Lino Brocka's Maynila sa 
Human Female" (1953). Michael Wilming- the lineup—tshmael Bernals mga Kuko ng Liwanag.” He also 
топ of the Chicago Tribune hails И аз "а sur- "Salawahan" and "Manila by sought permission to include 
prisingly entertaining” film, "a moving and Night, Laurice Guillen’s “Sa- с The Walls of 
Often very funny look at an unlikely revol- Jome” and Peque Саада 
tionary.” Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun- “Oro, Plata, Mata.” al Artists for Film. 
"Times agrees: "(5 strength is finally in the ae "Gerry de Leon and Eddie 
clarity it brings to its title character. It is fas- Commercial hits Romero directed and Fernando 
cinating to meet a complete original, а per- Ајо in the list are commer- Poe Jr. starred in this World War 
son of intelligence and extremes." Sean cial hits like Rory Quimos Imovie," Arguelles said. 
Burns of the Philadelphia Weekly differs, dis- "Anak, headlined by Vilma Не also got permission to in- 
missing it "a dirty movie with impeccable Santos; Joey Gosiengfiao's clude another Brocka fim, 
manners .. stiff, uninvolving ... shockingly camp classic "Temptation Is- 
‘openina/a2-6 land,” starring Dina Bonnevie; чалзыснатлзз 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


ee ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


GALLERIA 6329116 


1 LAKE HOUSE» THX 6 THE DA VINCI CODE 


2SCARY MOVIE 4 7WHORE 


3THE SECRET OF THE CODE 8 AN AMERICAN HAUNTING 


4THE NUN 9 CARS! GARFIELD 2 


5 PACQUIAO 10 X-MEN 3/ THE OMEN 


ERMITA 539-7809 to 12 


1 SCARY MOVIE 4 


2 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO БАКЕ HOUSE 
GARFIELD 2 


3THE NUN 6 AN AMERICAN HAUNTING 
THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS 3 


| 4PACQUIAO 7WHORE | 
SECRET OF THE CODE 


[| METRO EAST 882-8193 - 682-8199 


1THE NUN 5 SECRET OF THE CODE 


2SCARY MOVIE 4 6 CARS 
GARFIELD 2 


3LAKE HOUSE 7 AN AMERICAN HAUNTING | 
THEFASTANDTHEFUROOUS3 | 


4 PACQUIAO 8 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 


| NOVALICHES 995.3231 /996-3229-30 


1 LAKE HOUSE 4 PACQUIAO 
2THE FAST АМО THE FURIOUS3 5 SCARY MOVIE 4 
3 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 6 THE NUN 


CITISQUARE MALABON 222575 PIONEER 


1 PACQUIAO 1 SCARY MOVIE 4 
2 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 2THE NUN 

3 RESERVE 3 PACQUIAO 

4 RESERVE 4LAKE HOUSE 


suy YouRTICKETS 
IN ADVANCES! 
‘TICKETS are AVAILABLE 
at the ticket booth trom 


JUNE 21 to JUNE 27 


GALLERIA | ERMITA | METRO EAST 
PIONEER | NOVALICHES | MALABON 
STA. ROSA | IMUS | DASMARINAS 
LIPA | SAN FERNANDO, PAMPANGA 
ANGELES | BACOLOD | ILOILO 


OPENS JUNE 2: 
AT ALL ROBINSON’S 
MOVIEWORLD 
BRANCHES! 


"STA.ROSA көю LIPA EEA 


1 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 1 SCARY MOVIE 4 
2GARFIELD 2 2 AQUAMARINE 
3 SCARY MOVIE 4 3 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 
4 PACQUIAO 4 PACQUIAO 
SCARS 


DASMARINAS бетеси ANGELES эое 
1 PACQUIAO 1 SCARY MOVIE 4 
M eed 
4 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO э чилик 
4 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 


IMUS £254 STARMILLS 5:29 


1SCARY MOVIE 4 1 SCARY MOVIE 4 

2 PACQUIAO 2PACQUIAO 

3 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 3CHAOS 

4 FAILURE TO LAUNCH 4 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 
Б THE INSIDE MAN 5 FAILURE TO LAUNCH 

6 CHAOS 6 LAKE HOUSE 


BACOLOD "mass ILOILO [is 


1 SCARY MOVIE 4 1 SCARY MOVIE 4 

2THE OMEN 2 PACQUIAO 

3CARS SCARS 

‘GARFIELD 2 ‘4 GARFIELD 2 

5 PACQUIAO STAKE THE LEAD 

6 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 6 KAPAG TUMIBOK ANG PUSO 


The Y : 
Perfect Gift °° 
Al'Year Round 


А Pre Pald Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
ба эрос! discounts x volume puchasest 


feces a eee dena c Mtg arn Dupatta ому коруы 


movietime} 


CINEMÀ 


vie 


Your life os а MMS — 


SUPERMAN 


IN CINEMAS JUNE 28 


"——' 


Buy your бебої _ 


UL Mont 


Wed SUPERMAN TETUR ESD TER S NEGRA 


AQUAMARING 


A 
MMFF’s 
Magic 
10 


From pageA2-1 


*1 was very emi 
tional at the time,” 
Monteverde ex 
plained. “Wala na 
уоп. (Tm over 
Фаг) Im glad be- 
cause the commit- 
tee followed the 
guidelines. It just so 
happened that my 
film was nert In 
Tine.” 

Orly Ilacad of Oc- 
to Arts/Canary/Vir- 
gin also has multi- 
ple entries—“En- 
teng Kabisote 3," 
"Karma" (formerly 
“Pagkagat ng Di- 
lim") and “Short 
Time.” 

New producers 
have one ‘entry 
each: СМ Films! 
“Batang Maynila,” 
starring Cesar Mon- 
tano, and Violet 
Film? “Tatlong 
Baraha,” headlined 
by Lito Lapid. 

According to the 
MMFF execom, the 
Magic 10 includes 
three fantasy flicks 
C'Enteng," "Zsazsa" 
and “Super 
Noypi”), two action 

аа” and "Tat 

two horror 


one comedy (“Short 
Time’). 


‘Classic 
Na, Orig 
pa. 


From page A21 


“Bona,” from Nora 
Aunor, its star and 
producer. 

Arguelles related: 
"We tried tosecurea 
video copy from the. 
Cinematheque 
Frangaise, with the 
help of Roger Garcia 
and Pierre 
Rissient.” (Garcia is 
a Hollywood pro- 
ducer who has sup- 
ported indie film- 
makers like Ray- 
mond Red and Rico 
larde, and Rissient 
is credited for intro 
ducing Brocka to 
Cannes.) 

"But the video 
copy did not arrive 
on time, so we are 
using the best avail- 
able video copy we 
have locally,” Аг 
guelles said. The 
сору is owned by a 
fan of Aunor's. 


Sad reality 

"The sad reality is 
that film prints of 
these movies are not 
available, said Ar- 
guelles. "or exam- 
Йе, we cannot use 
Dur print of Omeng 
Satanasia’ because 
the. moviehouse 
projector might ruin 
Te Instead, we com- 
verted "Betacam 
copies into DVD for 
projection on the- 
ater screens.” 

Products of the 
first Cinema One 
digital Bim fesi- 
val—Mark Gary's 
*Sandalang Bahay.” 
Liza Comejos 
“sitak,” Topel Lee's 
“Dilim,” -Sigfried 
Barros Sancher's 
"Ang Anak ni Broc- 
Ya," Dennis Marasi- 
gun's "ба North Di- 
Version Road” and 
Jon Red's "Anak ng 
Tinapa"—are alio 
having a return en- 
gagement during 
the five-day festi- 
val 
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Miriam says . 


From poge A21 


Miriam said. “I wouldn't want to [blame] ei- 
ther of us... its just that we have different in- 
terests. Sobrang daming differences.” 

‘Before the wedding, they had known each 
other for only a year. During that period, she 
said, "We would see each other only one 
‘weekend in a month. Kaya nga premature." 

‘Miriam admitted that she “loved the 
lifestyle” as Claudio's wife in cosmopolitan 
Hong Kong. 

"IEwas fantastic,” she said. "We [also] trav- 
eled alot.” 

Tn the second year of marriage, Miriam be- 
came "very, very homesick” (INQumen caught 
up with her last year in Hong Kong. She said 
she had been fighting bouts of depression by 
taking intermittent trips to Manila.) 

Нег parents have come to accept the situa 
tion, Miriam said, “In the beginning, of 
course, they were concerned. But they saw 
how unhappy we both wer 

"There were so many factors (that led to 
our separation),” she said. “Sobrang dami...” 

And there seems to be as much to settle at 
this point. "We're still talking about. things,” 
Miriam said. She did 
notelaborate. 


Fam open Jo 28 


687-6963 


GUARANTEED SEATS! 


relationship at this point. "The relationship 1 
would [be inclined to) nurture [now] would 
myseli* 
dy after the one-on-one, Miriam 
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nana е 


rushed to the airport to catch a plane for In- 
dia, where she was to interview former Miss 
Universe Sushmita Sen for “Pinoy Meets 
World.” 


ON THE STREETS 
OF TOKYO 
SPEED NEEDS NO 
TRANSLATION! 


De 


dhefastandthofurióus com 


How was she 


mending her broken 
heart? 

The теру was 
swift and succinct: "I 
cry. 1 pray. I talk to 
friends and people 1 


Experience Show Business At lis Best! 
Welcome to a new level of urban retail entertainment. 


MyCinema is where you can enjoy the latest movies, hang-out and party 
‘or do impressive presentations ond launches with the well-chosen few. 


‘rust, Im very thank- 
ful that God is still 
taking care of me, 
that in spite of this 
He has given me а 
job. Probably 1 need- 
ей to learn these big 
lessons. My philoso- 
phy in Ме is to focus 
mot on my mistakes 
but on my learnings. 
Otherwise, 1 won't 
get anywhere. I have 
tomoveon.” 

She rejected the 
possibility of another 
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THE ORIGINAL Minstrels on stage again (from left}: Annette B 


founding member Cesar dela Fuente. 


ENTERTAINI 


NMENT 


selen, Rene Puno, Eileen Dolina, Ding Mercado, Aida Balmaceda, Eugene Villaluz, Louie Reyes, Ray-An Fuentes, Mei Ling Gozun. Not in photo is 


Sweet nostalgia with the ever-New Minstrels 


By Pocholo Concepcion 
Contributor. 


OUIE REYES AND RAYAN 
IE E 
among five generations of 

the long disbanded New Min- 
strels, which came together in a 
one-night gig dubbed "The Ult 
mate Reunion Concert” Friday 
at the Aliw Theater in 
the Star City Complex, 
Pasay 

Not to say that this was 
ап occasion to show off 
who was best, because 
watching the New Min- 
strels live with some three dozen 
former members—a good num- 
ber of whom became famous as 
solo acts—could be an experi- 
ence in talent overload. 


Who's who? 

А quick rundown of some of 
the vocalists who sent a good-size si 
crowd reeling in nostalgia that 
might is enough to take ones 
breath away—Eugene Villaluz, 
Ding Mercado, Annette Belen, 


REVIEW 


names were conspicu 
onstage as backdrop—Wells Far- 
go, El Camarote, Cusco, Katchi- 
па, Alibi Bar and Тау 
closed now, except the latter, 
which 
Greenbelt 3.) 

"The 70s produced the best mu- 


the group t 
"My Girl the Temptations fir 
No. 1 hit, 

1965, and the Fifth Dime 


Joey Albert, Louanne Cuenco, 
Bobby Domingo, Joseph Olfindo, 
Juno Henares, and Patti Mant 
There were many others whose 
mames we failed to recall but 
whose presence defini 
tered. 

Tn fact, many members of the 
audience kept themselves busy 
identifying each performer as 

the 


original lineup went 
through the memorable 
routines that made the 
group the toast of the 
1970s night club/hotel 
lounge scene in Metro 
Mania. The clubs 
sly hung 


—all 


eopened recently in 


cado declared, but 
proceeded 


of all, Me 


ased їп March, 


script or faulty 


memory was forgotten b 
time Fuen 
Pinoy "soul brudah" persona, and 


began flashing his 


Reyes started to blur the lines 
that separated her and Aretha 


ightful choreography. 


Another distinction was the 
group's role in reviving interest in 
classic Filipino ballads such as 


“Buhat” and nov 


“Balut.” These were sung with 
pride and zest at the concert. 


Praiseworthy 


The second generation mem- 
bers (billed during their incarna- 

Something Special) 
mselves worthy of ad- 


ton as 
proved 
miration, too. 


popular at the height of the so- 
called English OPM boom that 
upscale FM radio stations like 
99.5 RT successfully promoted in 


the'as. 


The third generation had Al- 

ind Henares in its lineup. Al. 

bert reminded us of Stevie Nicks 

in "Whenever 1 Call You Friend," 

while Henares was impressive in 

a cover of Manhattan Transfers 
ever mind 


"Shaker Song," 
flabby tummy was 


But this cover band's vocalists 
wenta notch higher, taking on in- 
novative interpretations and de- 


The spokesperson for the 
fourth and fifth generations 
lamented that they never had an 
original song written for them. 
They compensated for this lack 
by their flare for adopting the 
dance music of the '80s and ‘90s. 
Their act demonstrated how 
Pinoy show bands became a hot 
ticket in hotels worldwide. 

The reunion gig stretched for 
almost two hours, highlighted by 
medleys featuring an all-men 
New Minstrels doing Вапу 
Manilow—an otherwise соту 
part but which nevertheless drew 

s, owing to the sheer variety 
of vocal talents. Not to be out- 
done, the women dished out their 
own medley, of Sergio Mendes : 
material. This was one of those 
moments when Reyes was simply , 
exhilarating, i 

Bur de highest point was? 
when Fuentes sang pars of 
“Umagang Kay Ganda,” as 
though to remind everyone he is 
still as Pinoy as this average guy 
waiting for the jeepney with his 
girlfriend on a rainy midnight in 2 


ines like. 


became 


if his 
bouncing 


Eileen Dolina, Aida Balmaceda, STANDOUTS. Ray-An Fuentes and Louie Reyes 


Terror and courage in the skies | 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


"Up, Up and Away" released in along with the music. June 2006. 


Will telenovela network 
catch on in America? 


MY NETWORK TV A NEW new network. 


Greengrass (of 
"The Bourne Supremacy") takes 


"United 93' is 


msoneorToserarenstances beyond ‘stranger аон logically, creatin crime soap operas, repre. — Other stations left in the lurch by the 


when nothing prepares you for the in- 
еўйаМе—еуеп when you know the sto- 
туз ending, because its just beyond 
stranger-than-fton. 

"United 93" carefully recreates 
and reenacts the final moments of 
the doomed passengers who stood 
together to prevent a quartet of 
terrorist hijackers from destroy. 
ing another American landmark 
during 9/11. Information 
gleaned from cockpit 
recordings, cellular and air 
phone calls, as well as testi- 
monies of victims" rela- 
tives solidly reinforce the 
moving story of unexpected hero- 
ism and unthinkable, reallife 
tragedy. 


Foreboding 

One of the movie's press kit con- 
tents, a blurb-filled poster of the 
movie, shows a negative space-sil- 
houette of a plane, surrounded by 
a monochromatic mosaic of sym- 


REVIEW 


than fiction’ 


bolic objects and the many actors 
who played the passengers, crew 
and terrorists. The composition of 
that collage sums up the forebod- 
ing mood of the film nicely. Most 
of the faces in that fateful flight 
are an eclectic mix of indi 
viduals, ordinary people 
who were yanked out of 
their quiet worlds and have 
become emotionally con- 
flicted together in the face 
of sudden adversity. 
then, that 
93" opted to cas е 
paris, and real people as traffic 
Control center officers and person 
nel. With that added touch of rea 


knowns for 


whatever biases role association 
might present. 


CAST of unknowns keeps this 9/1 | movie real. 


ful, real-time represen 

drama, which moves from busy air. 
raffic nerve cent 

borne United Airlines 


Voyeuristic 
This can пы 
seous, not only 
becomes del 
restless later, 
provides a d 
View of the tragedy as ic unl 
Tes especial 
ness many of 
who have more o 
their fates, make f 
to their loved ones. 
to look away 
seat when all hell 
Its as sickening to hear 
cophony of screams when 
plane was plunging towards 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, as it is 
to hear nod screen 
fades to black 


t's depressing, 
doubtedly, but 
эз" 


think about how 
life has changed, 
almost five years 
after фе unbe- 
lievable events of 
day This 
ful effort 
bounds, апі 
gives an orga- 
nized, under- 
standabl 
overview of the 
heart-rending or- 
deal. 
rs really a rare. 
thing, when such 
made fil 
one feel 


most intriguing rolls of the 
сап TV business has 


т there is an English- 
language marketplace for telenovelas, the 
steamy, short-run stories th 
rage in Latin America and the program- 
ming foundation for Univision, the na 
tion's most popular Spanish-language net- 
work 
“There's always been a reluctance on the 
part of American television to recognize 
formats from around the world,” said Jack 
Abernethy, CEO of Fox Television Stations. 
“That reluctance kept things like American. 
Ido off the air for a long time while it was. 
popular in England. It kept ‘Survivor’ off 
“There's been this notion that мете 
sophisticated and that 
of plotlines aren't going to work 
~ he said. “This is going to prove them 


Out of necessity 
My Network TV was created by the Fox 
station group out of necessi nor design. 
Executives from CBS Corp. and Warner 
Bros. Enertainment surprised the industry 
ary by announcing they would fold 
losing WB and UPN networks, 
and create the new CW network by com- 
bining the assets of 
‘Abernethy suddenly had a problem. Fox 
owned nine UPN affiliates, reaching 26 
percent ofthe nations viewers, in big cities 
Such as New York, Chicago, Los Angeles 
shington. He had no idea what they 
Were going to put on the air іп only eight 
Не and his colleagues considered sever- 
al alternatives, scouring the market for re- 
runs of old nemwork hits. Running syndi- 
tated fare like "Dr. Phi in prime time was 
one possibilty. 
"It became apparent that the solution 
was right under our nose," Abernethy said. 
Corporate cousin Twentieth Television 
as already developing telenovela pro 
jects for either sale in the syndication mar- 
ket or as a hedge if UPN folded, he said. 
They decided to make this the focus of a 


CW quickly signed on to the concept 
"Through last week, My Network TV had 
stations reaching 85 percent of the US 
viewing public in the fold. (Boston has no 
Му Network TV affiliate yet, but negotia 
tions are continuing.) 


Like daytime soap 

My Network TV will “strip” its stories 
just ike daytime soap operas, with a new 
episode five nights a week. The dramas 
will тип in 13-week increments—four sep- 
arate stories under the "Desire" umbrella 
at В pam. and four stories under "Secret 
Obsessions" at 9 p.m. 

"The network has purchased scripts that 
aired successfully overseas, like the "Table 
for Three" story that debuts this fall. The 
saga of two brothers who fall in love with 
the same beautiful woman, while each 
man is being chased by the Mafia, was a 
big hit when it aired in Colombia. 

Some of the stories are familiar for other 
reasons. "Dangerous Love" will remind 
some viewers of "Romeo & Juliet.” while 
Watch Over Me," about a rich man who 
hires security to protect his fiancee, has el- 
‘ements of the movie "My Bodyguard," said 
Bob Cook, president of Twentieth Televi- 

"There are some very popular telenove- 
las that we did not option," Cook said 
"The reason is because they were too 
corny, too over-the-top, too overstared and 
dini adapt well ro American sensibilities. 
You have 10 be smart about that.” 


Attractive unknowns 

Most of the casis are attractive un- 
knowns, although there are few familiar 
faces sprinkled in, Bo Derek plays a power- 
ful fashion icon in one story, while Sean 
Young portrays a woman who walts two 
decades to get revenge on a husband who 
abandoned her in another. Maria Conchita 
‘Alonso, who has starred in 11 telenovelas, 
willbe featured in a My Network TV story, 
тоо. 

"With che stories moving more quickly 
than daytime soaps, My Network plans to 
offer weekend summaries to help viewers 
keep up. David Bauder, AP 
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postgres OPENING TODAY 


probably because first-time filmmak- 
ег De la Madrid worked as editor in 
films like "Darkness," "The Machin- 
ist" and "The Devil's Backbone.” 


Secrets of the Code 
Directed by Jonathan Stack 
Those who can't get enough of 

the "The Da Vinci Code" can check 

out this “feature film documentary" 

that "explores a 

sues” 

tentious bestseller Based on a pop 


Stars Anita Brien, Belén Blanco, 
jaget, Natalia Decenta 
Directedby by Luis dela Madrid 
h rile”, from 


They thought theyve escaped ther 
MARK LOPEZpiano BITUIN ESCALANTI dormitory tormente 
COLBY dela CALZADA! 
KOKO BERMEJO¢rums 
MICHAEL GUEVARRAsax4/ 


tigious Tribeca Film Festival in New 
- York Burstein calls the film version 
se *i E own ae greece) visual 
NOEL SANTIAGOguitar о П and intellectually thought-provok- 
Joey oae ` he ing journey into (a) world of alter- 
ии кыно a з combine native gospels, hidden messages 
à and secret and sacred knowledge." 
NICOLE а CARLO м і A two-time Academy Award nomi- 
ack also showcased this film sues" has resulted in a movie that is 


8 JULY 2006 SATURDAY 9:00pm Е д never drags.” Thar Hot Does docu festival im “entertaining and independent.” 
Qinsstage онєємве! 1, AYALA CENTER, MAKATI 


Orchestra P1500 Upper Orchestra P1200 Upper Orchestra Side P1000 Balcony PSOO кезу уки Scary Movie 4 


IN ADVANCE! Regina Hall, Car- 


TICKETS are AVAILABLE AM nies 


at the ticket booth from Directed by David 


T Zucker 
JURE 21 to JUNE 27 Cindy Campbell 
" the"ever-naive hero- 
с САНИ zu 4 GALLERIA | ERMITA | METRO EAST іле" of the "Scary" 

Б Bud ctae by a parent 
SENI PIONEER | NOVALICHES | MALABON Series (Faris), gives 
STA. ROSA |IMUS | DASMARINAS for a career in home 
LIPA | SAN FERNANDO, PAMPANGA healthcare and en- 


counters horrific 
INTING 7 ANGELES | BACOLOD | ILOILO Rowe ue 


“AN TOUT nau 


aliens, rappers, seri 
тимз THAT OF THE“ ORCIST ье < - эш MOREY MOBI PAYMENT al des, even 
Бо epi 


s Oprah. Jami Bernard 
Just text see tod space comen ГЕ 


OPENS JUNE 28 acie 
AT ALL ROBINSON dise is overstaying 
Piper There's only so much 


humor left to wring 
from ... ‘Brokeback 
Mountain’ or ће 
matted-hair fetish of 
the Japanese horror, 
genre." Colin Covert 
f the Minneapolis 
Star Tribune opines 
that “the sbeyear. 
old franchise is 
showing its agë 
but there are still, 
enough solid jokes to 
outweigh the 
clunkers.” Joey 
2 Guerra of the Hous 
_ ton Chronicle is er- 
IT HAPPENED IN 1818 NEA asperated: 105 “any 
NOW IT'S HAPPENING AGAIN Ў өлү шнар 


AN AMERICAN For bookings, ple. cil Lin st 752-7062 or Lio 757.3062. ЗНИК 


pooning one specific 
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movie map." 
THE BELI. WITCH STORY má 


MTRCB р qm Gui | ALL AGEs aomiTTED 


HEBIGS 
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тни у синек. 
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74 There's so much more to good acting 
than just following instructions 


ARANETA CENTER 
я z 
Gateway мди. онаа 
НЕР Geer ОШО Е 


SECRESOFTECODE | SCARMOVES | ENN oroa 
RAMLAN | 1:0) 335/540; 145/950 PACQUIAO 


Why Ai-Ai & Sarah fail to pass амур ME MID Ge 


msan | venere 


muster as dramatic actresses Bare | тр 


Iur ииз маг, 


has been tying to transform teen 
Singer Sarah Geronimo and comedi- 
enne AiAi delas Alas into believable М In "Pirates of ће Caribbean: Реад PACQUIAO 
and empathetic dramatic actresses. Nestor Maris Chest," Orlando Bloor E 
To date, however, the show has been ; eS his role as the dashing Wil Tu з ES 
олко in ts ames endema, L- TOTTE In the sequel Jack Sparrow (o WHORE Ў HG TMEOUANGREO | pem rm орг 
so it might be instructive to figure out ny Depp) has huge problems that in- 1200120107181820 | 1206/2157425/635/845 | 
E So, if Aidt wants to impress view tefert with the wedding plans of 

ical good dramatic perfor- ers with her ability to do dramatic Turner and Elizabeth Swann (Keira 
mance should be felt, insightful, per- scenes, she shouldn't do so in a soap, Knightley). 
ceptively emotional, and naturally but in a dramatic film, where greater ‘They are forced to join Jack as he ARANETA COLISEUM 
С AAi doesn't do too badly depth and texure are more achiev- tries to find а way out of his “blood 
intone of беш areas а А ian hepa жые dary Dave NCAA OPENING CEREMONIES & GAMES | ENGELBERT HUMPERDINCK CONCERT 
mows how to pare away distracting As for Sarah Geronimo, herp е 
fripperies, and get to the core of her lem is that she's too unformed to ў JUNE 24, Saturday JUNE 27, Tuesday 8 pm 
iüraceramdüesrentathanó. сопечр with an insightful portrayal 

Her problem, however, is that her- this early in her thespie career Not all 


p EX CE D E C E Som E GLA ЫТЫ 


егей to change her performance ас cement ramatic капе. This 
шк” Sarah в a dutiful performer, bur бше around, she plays a ора 

Sire, the thespic challenge is theres much more to good acting ed doyenne ofthe word of haute cou: : 
there, and its good to do something than following instructions. In fact, ture. Anne Hathaway also stars | atch the atest ele on the Following dates 
тен, but the resulting performance the best actors are those who know 3 JUNE 16 (Friday) 1:00 -3:00PM 
isme paniculariy memorable, it the characters theyre playing so Dr. Phil Robinsons Pace Mena 
doesnt seem to be worth the major well thar chey can go outon a limb, TV's Dr: Phil in а movie? Thats JUNE 17 (Saturday) - 1:00 - 3:00PM 
change of pace, does it? taking risks that pay off because right. Televisions resident полот Persar dir eib 

“The bortom ine is: AiAiisuniquely they understand their roles socom- sense psychiatrist tums in a funny SE M uaria с ок 
effective as a comedienne, soherdra- pletely tameo in the spoof comedy, “Scary pieles ades 
matic performance, should atleastbe This, Sarah doesn't have, so she Movie, JUNE 25 (Sunday) - 4:00 -5:00PM 
similary arresting, On “Bituing tends to play it ingratiating and cute, п опе scene, one of his feet is in pred ee od inae 
Walang” Ningning®” however, her and to push her emorions, thusresult chains, and he is forced to cut off his рор 
thespic paring down hasresultedina ing in ап artifical and predictable foot in order to free himself. Unfortu- раисаи 
merely correct portrayal—and that portrayal. nately, he cuts through the wrong ^ mcos aded 
Simply isn't good enough. 'This is a pity, since her characteris foot } ) JULY 02 (Sunday) - 1:00 -5:00PM 

"o be sure, the melodramatic na- the telenovela's linchpin. As a result, Dr. Phil shot his big scene with Robinsons Galleria 
ture of TV soaps contributes to the we can appreciate the series’ plotand Shaquille O'Neal, and says he had MALLACTIVITY CENTER „ш, 
M Noe Senes mon per. caracte, development in атас. such a blast acing in his Erst movie wma WO 
ores from coming up with truly ton, but not as a leshand.bloodex. that he can't wait to face the movie роне a! 
deep and intense characterizations. ^ periencethatcantrülymoveus.Now, camera again. 99 = 


Dream can't carry СМА-7 shows 


mue esee tom iy, adins v ou, seam we | SHOCKINGI..CONTROVERSIAL! 
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THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY vision shows and programs without (NTC) Memorandum Circular No. 
Office (IPO) has barred Antonio"Tony- е authority or consent of GMA Net- 10-10-2003, rohibits the 
boy” Cojuengeos Dream Broadcasting work,” the statement said. “reception, and/or 
System from camying the signals of transmission by a direct broadcast 


GMA Network Inc. to its subscribers, Exclusive right satellite (DBS) service operator. | BASED ON DAN BURNSTEIN’S 


the broadcast frm said on Mond According to the complain, che of any television signal without а 3 
cbronent firm aon Monde. i nem чуг a mica cgi. agreement, wit ог ашин Царе? NO. 1 NEW YORK TIMES 


the IPO issued a temporary restrain- siverighttonransmitandtobroadcast from фе —— program/content EH BEST-SELLE R 


FOR WEEKS NOW, THE NEW TELE- thats a major deficiency, and Sarah 
novela, "Bituing Walang Ningning” = VIEWFINDER lig deeper to make up for it. MALL CINEMAS 
n Orlando Bloom. F 
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ing order (TRO) against the Philip- its radio and television programs con- providers." 

pine MultiMedia System Inc, also sisting of both audio (sound) and Вей 

nown as Dream Broadcasting Sys- video (visual) material, inchuding the Network said it deman 

tem, “enjoining it from airing, trans- right to prohibit its unauthorized re- Dream stop carrying, tran 

‘miting, rebroadcasting, and сапу. broadcast, recording and use there- and re-broadcasting GMAs 

ing GMAs shows or programs grams, and to enter into a carriage 

through direct to home (DTH) satel- issuance of and distribution agreement with the 

Tite signals and direct broadcast satel- the TRO on June 1, upon GMA Net- network 

lite (DBS) service.” work's filing of a P200,000 cash “Dream Broadcasting disregarded 
‘The TRO stemmed from a com- bond. It is expected to sera hearing GMAs demands and continued 

plaint filed Бу GMA, alleging that on GMAS application for theissuance unauthorized re-broadeast of the net- y 

Dream carried its signals without per- of а writ of preliminary injunction, work's programs,” the statement said, one film 

mission. Which will ‘permanently prevent prompting the nerwork to resort to le ivé 
“Dream Broadcasting System, inits Dream from carrying GMA shows. gal reme solves out 
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Nicole & Keith may wed next week ; Г? 


controversies 
SYDNEY—OSCARANINNINGAC. on June 25. 
пеш Nicole Kidman arrived im "P be frank 1 do not know 
Sydney on Monday amid specula- whether she has arrived. 1 knew 
tion she and fiance country music she was coming,” said Sydney Je- 
Sar Keith Urban will marry next suit Pather Paul Coleman, а long- 
Weckend in a church near her Ume Fiend of the Kidman family 
family home. Asked by Reuters whether he 
Atsralan television showed would be performing the wedding 
кйтап leaving a privare jet in the and whether it 
«алу hours of Monday wiide local end, Coleman sd: "Wella the 
media repomed she and Urban moment Боре that wil be okay. 
were tipped to te е knot at а bave no deals yet, Ihave to wait 
Catholi church în Sydney atthe to be told. T am not allowed to soy 
weekend mud 
Coleman—chapain at May 
No sighti мазор Chapel in Nor 
ла cit was noe Mae Chapa а Мот d | FROM 2-TIME ACADEMY AWARDS® NOMINEE DIRECTOR 
available for comment and there ney Harbor—said his chapel had | JONATHAN STACK 
ere no reports on Urban's where- not been booked for a wedding this 
shows weekend, but added that i may be 
The couple ended months of to smal. 
speculation as month when they 
announced they were engaged 
Kidman and Urban, both aged 38, the parish is where Nicole and her 
Werebuprupinhusuala, > sister went ro school- 
loca! media, along wih the ^ I January Kidman mentioned 
Catholic узн news website the chapel as а possible wedding 
THEWEDDINGcoudbokedinaltie "босон вралані venue, said Ве Catholic Мен Se | accumu 
chapel near her fare home, that Kidman and Urban will тапу үке. Michael Perry, Reuters ii 
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BSP says peso to weather external shocks 


Regional currenciesreeling == 
due to US rate hike fears 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS YESTER- 
day said that the country’s sound economic funda- 
mentals would support the peso against external 
shocks such as the escalating jitters caused by a 
looming interest rate increase in the United States. 

peso but other currencies are also 


JUNE 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 
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BSP GOVERNOR Amando Tetangco tries out the ExpressNet АТМ of BPI during he finan er i GOLD: $570.80.571.30 
interconnection launch between ExpressNetand BancNet. With him are BPI president world, in equity markets, an i 1 positi par onnee Hongkong uwe 29,2005 
Aurelio Montinola II (right) and Metrobanle's Angelito Villanueva. rency markets, so it's not only the 


Banks complete link-up of all ATM networks WEAPSINSDE 


j, Lorenzos next 

By Doris C. Dumlao separately connected with the di s commitm елсе and platform for а more convenient and - Goldil 

4 KTM nerwork, Megalisk The three-way Gi Ii, cost-efficient delivery of financial ser- meal: Goldilocks /B3 

BANK DEPOSITORSCANNOW ACCESS linkage finally came 16 yea snt of е Philippine I vices nationwide. 

their accounts at any automated teller v the count : : “This shang of зело intas 5-year treasury bond 

machine (ATM) across the country re. "Th consist - : he partnership ture is a strategic move that is expect 5 

gardiess of whether their bank belongs! Net’ ‘shared network іп. would encou не of innovative to reduce ansaction costs which, in Fate increases to 10.6396 

to BancNet, ExpressNet or Megalink ше built around the principle- banking channels and thus lead the tum, would ultimately translate to low- /B2: 
The las leg of ihe three-way iter of resource sharing amd economies of county "ward more technology: er service fees for all ATH Ыш mans- 

connection went liveyesterdayas Banc- scale," said BancNet chair and methods” ions of the (county's) over 10 mit- 

Net and ExpressNet ATM networks offi- Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co. direc- ш on ATM саго ange i BIR reforms translate 

cially hooked up а year after the two tor Angelito Villanueva during the à Te was the BSP which called for the i " 

fenon announced an agreement to. launching of the BaneNet ExpressNet * : seres union mong tanien вс tO P5.7B in additional 

link their more than 6,000 АТМ, di т pressNetand Megalink 15 monthsago taxes /810 
"Before this, the two networks were п uid set s BANKS/B 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


"THE RATE FOR THE GOVERNMENT'S. 
year Treasury bonds jumped to 
(0,625 percent in yesterday's auction, 

lowing the uptrend in the interest 
gates in offshore markets. 
"The latest rate for the S-year bonds 
‘was 212.5 basis points higher than the 
5 percent recorded in the last auction 
m March 7. 
"Rates are high all over. We cannot be 
exempted,” National Treasurer Omar 
uz said in a press briefing after the 
шепп, But the treasurer said the in- 
теазе in the rates was acceptable given 
‘the high volume of bids submitted dur 
ing the auction. 
Cruz said the Bureau of the Trea- 
urys auction committee was not in- 

+ clined to control the movement of inter- 
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est rates. He said the agency would al- 
Tow the rise in the rates provided it was 
Jed with increased demand. 
ie do not want to issue (securities) 
in a market that does not want to buy. 
But ín this case, you can see that there. 
are tenders," Cruz said. 

Tenders for the S-year bonds reached 
Р14186 billion, while the govem- 
ments debt offering was only P3.5 bil 
lion. 

The auction committee accepted 
P3.5 billion worth of bids 

Cruz noted that the S-year bonds 
were trading at between 10.5 and 
10.625 percent in the secondary mar- 
ket. This range was the auction commit- 
tees basis for accepting the lares 
10.625-percent rate offered for the 5- 
year bonds. 

‘The official said domestic bond in- 


Financial Statement Analysis & 


Forecastin 
(with Spreadsheet Modeling) 


July 1, 8 and 15, 2006 (Saturdays) 


9:00 am. — 4:00 pum 


Seminar topi 
y analysis 

Financial planning and foreca: 
is of financial statements, eamin 


quality and growth rate 


«Earnings forecast 

"Preparation of pro-forma finan 
d cash budgets 

t the ОСЕ 

‘cba@up.eduph 

rly bird and group discounts 


ing techni 


гат Secretariat at 920-8025 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER - 


BOSES 


vestors might have already been pricing 
in the likely increase in the US interest 
rate in their bids for local government 

The US Federal Reserve is expected 
to implement another 25-basis-poi 
rate hike in its meeting before the 
end of the month. This was fueled by 
the statement of Fed Chair Ben 
Bernanke that the monetary authori 
ty would exercise a tough stand 
against inflation. 

"The Fed has been increasi 
cy rate since June 2004 to the 
rentlevel ofS percent. 

ыз said th 

rate had been affecting local capital 
markets, including that of the Pi 
pines, because of narrowing interest 
rate differentials between US interest 
rates and those in emerging economies. 


By Abigail. Ho 


NATIONAL POWER CORP PRO- 


duced 3.63 percent more powe 


ation reaching 9,410.13 Г занал. 


Napocors sales and services 
power 

generated in the first three months 
е 8,920.73 GWh 


group said in a report th 


ing 63.87 percent of the total power 
produced from January to March, or 
10:24 GWh. This represented a 


‘output of 558837 GWh. 


he amount of power pro 


al statements 


5,590.40 GWh. 


‘The Visayas grid contributed 


1802 percent, or 1,695.60 GW 


gross generation, 4.96 percent low- 
er than last year’s 1,784.04 GWh. 


> Mercedes-Benz has been making wishes соте 
true for more than a hundred years, with Innovations 
that challonge standards and continue to surprise 


> A constellation of Saloons, Coupes and 


Tourer - each one is as unique as those who drive 


An increase in US interest rate makes 
bonds of emerging markets, like that of 
the Philippines, less attractive. As such, 
they incur higher credit risk premiums. 

the meantime, Cruz said the Bu- 
теги of the Treasury, tasked with man- 
aging the country's borrowings and lia 
bilities, would announce possible 
changes in its third-quarter domestic 
borrowing program. 

Revisions would take into considera- 
tion market appetite in terms of volume 
of government securities and tenors. 

Originally, the BTr programmed 
P104.5 billion worth of domestic bor. 

wings for this year. Of the amount, 
46 billion were supposed to be raised 

ugh auction of treasury bills, 
while the remaining Р585 billion 
‘would be generated through bond of- 
ferings. 


Napocor Q1 output up 


year de- 

dine, the Visayas grids produc- 

tion inthe January-March period 

in was still higher than the state 

firms projected 1,631.58-GWh 
production for the period. 

The amount of power pro- 
duced їп Mindanao declined 
slighty to 1,704.28 GWh in the 
first three months of the year 
from 1,708.26 GWh in the same 
period last year, but was sul 
higher than the projected 
1,698.75 GWh. 

Mindanao accounted for 18.11 
percent of Napocor's gross gener- 
ation. 

In terms of generation mix, 
geothermal plants remained the 
State firm's biggest producer, 
counting for 30.62 percent of 
gross generation with its produc- 
tion of 2,881.19 GWh of power 

Ta the same period last year, 
geothermal plants produced 
2,746.56 GWh of power, account- 
ing for 30.25 percent of total pro 
duction 
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No to proposed 
zero tariff 

on corn imports, 
says DA chief 


By Christine A. Gaylican. 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE HAS 
rejected the proposed tariffree importation 
of corn. 

The proposal was made by local feed 
millers’ who claimed to be needing to import 
corn to meet their requirements. 

“Wie will not allow zero tariff on com im- 
ports. They (the local feed millers sector) will 
have to make use of their MAV allocations," 
according to Agriculture Secretary Domingo 
E Panganiban, adding that the national gov- 
ernment needed the tariff revenues. 

Traders and feed millers are planning to 
bring in additonal com imports to cover a year- 
1y supply shortfall of 1.3 milion metric tons. 

“The industry has to cope with the growing 
demand both for food corn and corn for ani- 
mal feeds,” said Ricardo Pinca, vice president 
of the Philippine Association of Feed Millers 
Inc, ina separate interview. 

Pinca said corn imports had breached the 
minimum access volume of 216,000 MT. The 
tarifs on сот imports in excess of the МАУ 
range from 30 to 45 percent. 

Of the 279,642 MT expected corn imports 
for the year, 102,792 MT have already been 

industry data showed. The feed 
millers are seeking that the rest of the re- 
quired import volume be slapped 0 tariff. 

Pinca said that if the feed milling industry 
would not be able to get the supply at zero 
tariff, the prices of poultry products and hogs 
would continue to rise. 

Corn is a key ingredient in feeds manufac- 
turing. 

"The P103.25-billion feed milling industry 
last year produced 8.6 million MT of feeds, or 
about 172 million bags of 50 kilograms each, 

Corn accounts for half of the total feed 
milling industry's production and the other 
half consists of com-substitutes such as feed 
wheat and soybean meal. 
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Lorenzos' next meal: 
Goldilocks 


THE CASH-FLUSH LORENZOS 
are close to having Goldilocks for 
their next meal. 

Pancake House CEO Martin 
Lorenzo was flustered yesterday 
when the well-connected ATR 
Kim Eng Securities sent out an 
advisory to its stock brokerage 
clients that the Lorenzos have 
made a formal offer to buy the 
bakehouse chain for P2 billion. 

Apparently, Lorenzo has not 
yet obtained the approval of the 
minority shareholders, although 
the controlling Go family has re- 
portedly agreed to the 100 per- 
cent cash sellout. 

What is complicating the deal 
is that apparently a different 
branch of the Go family, through 
GBSI Management Corp., con- 
trols the US and Canadian opera- 
tions of the bakeshop chain. 

їп addition to the 192 stores in 
the Philippines, Goldilocks has 16 
‘outlets in the United States and a 
Jone branch in Vancouver, Cana- 
da. 

According to ATR Kim Eng, the 
Lorenzos, flush with P4.7 billion 
in cash from having spun off their 
Del Monte business, have given 
the Go family 90 days to get the 
clan's consent. 

Eventually, the Lorenzos will 
fold the Goldilocks acquisition in- 
to their listed Pancake House, 
ATR Kim Eng added. 

Rumor of the possible acquisi- 
tion had already caused a 14.63 
percent price spike in the hardly 
traded Pancake House stock in 
the last two days. 

(Disclosure: Cocktales owns a 
small number of Pancake House 
shares.) 


(COCKTALES 


Y 
Victor C. 
Agustin 


Sanchez has imported a level-5 
bullet/bomb-proof Chevrolet 
Suburban, outfitted by Exo Ar- 
morers, to replace the blown-up 
Hummer that he had been us- 
ing. 

** THE Astoria hotel in Ortigas 
wants to clarify that it is in no 
way related to the Astor hotel in 
Makati that is having problems 
with City Hall. 

‘The Ortigas hotel is managed 
by the group of former Manila 
Hotel GM Miguel Cerqueda, 
while the Makati Avenue hotel, 
controlled by former censors 
board chief Manuel Morato, is 
‘managed by Best Western, the US 
chain. 

* THE Wrigley chewing gum. 
factory in Antipolo City sits on a 
piece of land whose ownership 
rests on disputed tax declaration, 
not on clean land title 

‘The factory site used to be 
planted to palay until the local 
franchisee transferred the gum 
factory to the upland site about a 
decade ago. 


Heard through the grapevine 
ТАРАМ son Henry Sy Jc has reor- 
ganized the real estate group of 
SM Investments Corp. to resta, 
among other things, the arrested 
development of the 500-hectare 
Susana Heights subdivision off 
the South Luzon Expressway 

(Email: cocktales pdi@pldtd- 
siet ог соіа páigya- 
hoo.com) 


GE launches banking 
presence in RP 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


Money-go-round 


eBATANGAS Gov. Armand 


plans to make inroads into other 
Consumer businesses such аз per- 
sonal loans and credit cards. 

"We believe in the Philippines. 
We believe this will grow much 
bigger than where it is now. said 
Mark Toohey, chief finance of 
cer for GE Money Asia, who not- 
ей that the bank was also open to 
further acquisition opportuni- 
ties. 

"With operations in 47 coun- 
tries and a solid footprint in Asia, 
the Philippines will serve as a 
strategic cornerstone of GE Mon- 
суз Southeast Asian strategy,” 
“Toohey said. 

Kua noted that GE's rosy our- 
look on the country was due to 
improved economic fundamen- 
tals as indicated by a recent up- 
grade by global credit rating 
agency Standard & Poors on its 
outlook on sovereign credit rat 
ing from negative to stable. 

“Overseas remittances are 
coming in, driving consumption, 
and economic reforms help sus- 
tain longterm economic 
growth,” Kua said. 

He added that the business sec- 
tor had also grown indifferent to 
political hiccups- 

GE Money Bank, which em- 
ploys 350 people in the Philip- 
pines, plans to grow in this mar- 
ket by investing in technology to 
drive transactional and online 
banking, offering “bestin-mar- 
ker" services in the area of fast 
turnaround time and customer 
service and investing in operating 
platforms to bring speed and con- 


AMERICAN CONGLOMERATE 
General Electric is bullish on 
banking opportunities in the 
Philippines, the first Asian coun- 
try where it acquired a banking 
institution that it launched yes- 
terday as GE Money Bank. 

GE Consumer Finance bought 
out the 30-branch Keppel Monte 
Bank from Singapores Keppel 
group for about P1.45 billion in 
December last year and rebrand- 
ей the lender as GE Money Bank. 

"The Philippines is a big bang. 
waiting to happen," said GE Mon- 
еу Philippines president and CEO 
Ben Kua, noting that the local 
market was poised for greater 
growth. 

Kua said GE could leverage on 
its global expertise to reach out to 
the country's “underserved” mar- 
ket segment~particularly the 
small and medium enterprises 
and the consumer market-while 
remaining as a thrift bank. He 
projected that domestic profits 
and business volume would likely 
grow by more than 10 percent a 


е country has a very young. 
population and their demand for 
innovative financial products and 
services is substantial. We are ag- 
gressively spending for growth to 
respond to this need," he said. 

GE is spending $1 million this 
year to boost the thrift bank's in- 
frastructure and technology plat- 
form. Its lending portfolio is cur- 
rently focused on SMEs, mort- 
gage and auto finance, but it 


Banks complete link-up 
of all ATM networks 


Frompage BI protected at all time,” Tetangeo 
said. 

under the term of Tetangco's Tetangco said the establish- 
predecessor Rafael Buenaventu- ment of appropriate safeguards 
n. and mechanisms for managing 

'BancNet pioneered the first and controlling risks could not 
АТМ consortium in 1990. in be overemphasized with the 
1995, BancNet linked up with growing sophistication of the 
Megalink while Megalink and Ex- conduct of banking operations 
pressNet subsequently intercon- with the use of new technolo- 
nected two or three years later. gies. 

“But while we would want you “Just recently, we issued a 
to seize the opportunities, we al- memo advising banks to exercise 
so want industry participants to vigilance in their operations and 
be mindful of the inherent risks,” to educate the public against 
Tetangco said. fraudulent practices involving 

“Accordingly, we shall be craft- АТМ transactions. Information is 
ing relevant regulations that vital if we are to protect the inter- 
would ensure that risks inherent ests of the banking public and 
im electronic banking are ade- maintain their trust,” the BSP 
quately managed and depositors chief said. 
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BUSINESS 
Online trading 
firm plans IPO 


By Elizabeth L. 
Sanchez 


consortium of six ma- 
Jor Philippine compa- 
Ties that бей 
Philippine Long Dis- 
tance & Telephone Со, 
Ayala Corp, Aboitiz & 
Со, Benpres Holdings 
Cop, JG Summi 
Holdings Ine. and Unit- 
ed Laboratories Ic. 
“We are profitable 
in 2005 and there isno 
reason why we cant 


We expect gross rev- 
enues to grow by 50 to 
60 percent and prof- 
itability to grow by 
200 to 300 percent this. 
year,” Briones said. 

Briones added that 
he was in talks with 
prospective strategic 
partners in the Unit- 
ей States to expand 
the firm's market, but 
declined to give more 
details. 
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ONLINE TRADING 
portal BayanTrade is 
Considering a possible 
initial public offering 
eariy next year to raise 
as much as $5 milion 
for its planned expan- 
sion into the US mar- 
ket, BayanTrade presi- 
dent Dante Briones 
said be profitable in 2006. 
Briones said 
Bayarrade was 
studying a number of “DARTY” 
options. to expand in 
the United Statestoof |, 
fer technology зо || 
tons including the 
possibility of acquiring 
2 US company or set 
ting upa sales office. 
He said the compa { 
пуз major sharehold- 
em were wiling to 
sel up to 30 percent 
of their combined 
stake in the online 
trading portal as part 
ofthe proposed IPO. 
BayariTrade маз 
formed in 2001 by a 


GET FUNDING FOR YOUR PROJECTS! 


Join the “Winning Grant Proposal Writing” Seminar 
оп June 28, 2006, 8am—Spm, Richville Hotel, 286 
EDSA, Mandaluyong City. Speakers are from TKCP, 
Canada Fund, UNDP-SGP, and Metrobank Foundation, 
Inc. Learn how to write grant proposals, source funding. | | isses 777 
Seminar Fee is P2,500. To register, call Tritium | | 533-1562 | 533-3612 
Knowledge Center Publishing (TKCP) at 531-0084; | | 332:2282227.822, 
0919-229-9777; 0919-229-9780; 0915-780-4379 or 

email to: tritium@pldtdsi.net ог tkep_ph@yahoo.com 


TIMEKEEPING MADE SIMPLE! 


No More PC Connection! 


ae 
Proximity Timo and 
Attendance Reader 
P Can process 250 Proximity caras. 
> Contactess card as employee ID. 
> Compute Payrol in A Fash 
> Save Cost on Printing Time Cards. 
> No More Manual Caicuiatons. 
> Easy to use, Pg & Рау USB Port 
> FREE 20 pes. Proximity thick card. 
> Desktop or walnounted 


Fingerprint Time and 
‘Attendance Reader 

> Process 1500 fingerprints. 

Y 2 seconds scanning ime 

P Adjust image distortion, assure 
fingerprint matching consistency 

+> incudes Management Software 

+ Works wal wth ary moist or rough 
fingerprints. 

> Bulli standalone module 

Price Inclusive of instalation. 
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Lenovo recommends Windows" X 


YOUR DATA OR YOUR LIFE? 


Is a tough call because your business i 

data в your Ие. Keep IL sate vath the Lenovo = «$ 
ESO desktop. It comes with a 

Rescue and Recovery" button that retrieves 

ай saved cita in the event your hard disk 

crashes. Lenovo ThinkCentre E50 desktop 


with Inte*Pentium*4 Processor. * 


NEW THINKING. NEW THINKCENTRE." + 


|thinkcentre ESO tower 

distincto innovations distincte innovations, distinctive innovations 

Rescue end Recovery" Rescue эла Recovery™ Rescue and Recovery 
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system features . 
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AAA rating to boost Globe finances 


Seal of good housekeeping seen to benefit consumers Pagcor 
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Transco concessionaire must secure £u 


owner of the casino, to 


congressional franchise, says PSALM Sasss 
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сопе—аз prescribed 
By Abigail L, Ho tains a congressional franchise, it will terest to join the bidding. Deadline in Legenda's license to 
become responsible for operating, re- forthe submission of prequalification operate—led to the 
THE POWER SECTOR ASSETS AND pairing and maintaining the tansmis- proposals has been set for July 26. closure of the Subic 
Liabilities Management Corp. sion asses. kwil likewisebetheoneto A prebid conference hasbeensched- recreation facility on 
(PSALM) will require the winning secure the necessary financing for the uled for Sept. 6, with the deadline for Мау 10, according to 
bidder for the 25-year National construction of new assets. submission ofbids set for Sept. 27. Pagcor 
‘Transmission Corp. (Transco) conces- Osorio said bidding for the Transco Interested investors may conduct due — King stressed that 
sion to secure a congressional fran- concession would revolve around on- diligence from June 5 to Sept. 26. Pagcor only closed 
chise before it can operate. ly one financial parameter: The ‘To pre-qualify, a potential bidder the casino, and not 
‘According to PSALM president cession fee, which represented "the should have a member or affiliate the resort-hotel. 
Nieves Osorio, Transco is a public enterprise value of the business, or with a net asset value or marker capi- Legend Resorts is 
utility And before the contract award the net present value of all future talization ofat least $500 million. claiming that it has B 
may be awarded, the future conces- cash flows under the concession _ They also have to have an affiliate been losing money faprois Cap 
sionaire will definitely have to secure agreement with the concessionaire.” “with sufficient experience in operating since 1999 because п, ы, 
a congressional franchise. "This structure mirrors an asset and maintaining electricity transmission of the Asian financial бшер tgs c. 
‘Under the concession agreement, sale, thereby maximizing upfront systems comparable to that of the criss. [p MN 
me d rede the ladles to poeedi Бо берер she Puppen wih at ex GOOO ой Legend Resons al: RENE omit 
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all transmission assets and may con- said ina statement yesterday. kilometers and a minimum 5,000 so claimed that on Айсен sem 


tinue to sell sub-transmission assets Osorio added that the concession megawatts peak demand and a voltage Jam. 31, 1999, it had E 3 od 


to distribution utilities and elecric fee would be predetermined to en- level of 115 owls (А) 02307 remitted P34.8 mil 
Cooperatives. Transco may also take зше an objective bid process, based Тһе bidders also have to post а onto Pagcor: 

ver the busines ifthe winning con- on a single financial parameter” $30-million bid bond to ensure that Ina. statement, 

cessionaire defaults Interested paries have ший July they will not renege on any of their pagcor also alleged 

‘When the concessionaire finally ob- 18 to submit their expressions ofin- commitments that in 1999, Legen- 

da "was padding its 

expenses, making it 

А 2 appear that it was 
i Discover the secret strategy to becoming losing money 

Pagcor said that a 

ı truly productive in oot arte: 


discovered that Leg- 
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H по operations, result- 

" Н ing in net losses. 

: Legend Resorts de- 

Em ied the padi 

$ With JIM CLARK, Founder, InnoGreat ак 

roductivity is often the key to moving ideas from creative it had not committed. 
inspiration to completed project. A any fraud in its finan- 
aAA T E F cial records. 

1 in Breakthrough Producta participants wit discover the Pagcor officials 
restes secret to becoming tuy productive and юат sud" that they DISCLOSURES 
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i a's gaming license ely Elected in their place were Roger Stone and Eduardo Martin T. 
аши only after the casino Lenauco. Meanwhile, lawyer Shella Qulen-Felciano has likewise re- 
а === Operator proposed а signed as Corporate Secretary, Compliance Officer and Alternate Corpo- 
repayment scheme. ^ rate Information Officer effective June 19. Lawyer Raquel С. Mali 
Under the scheme,  Gagalang has been appointed as her replacement 
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UBS confident RP will meet fiscal targets in '06 
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String beans produced in Parioc, Candon Cityin locos Sur are 
being sold for P20- P30 per bundle. The country's farm output is 
expected to grow by 4.5 to 5 percent in thefirst semester on the 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


INVESTMENT BANK UBS HAS MAINTAINED 
its view that the Philippines would meet, if 
mor surpass, is fiscal target for the year given 
the disciplined spending showed by the gov- 
ernment in previous months that helped com- 
pensate for its shortfall in tax collection. 

UBS’ view remains unchanged that this is 
still very much a fiscal stabilization year and 
Our core expectation із that the government 
will manage to achieve a stable to declining 
debi/GDP ratio, meeting the 2.1 percent tar- 
get" the bank said in its analysis on the 
Philipines. 

‘The government aims at reducing its bud- 
get deficieto only P125 billion this year, or 2.1 
percent of gross domestic product (GDP), 
from last years P146.8 billion. The goal is 
supported by several revenue-raising Mea- 
sures including the increase in value-added 
taxrate. 

'UBS noted that expenditures in the Jan- 
wary-to-May period rose only 10 percent year- 
onyear, although spending should have 
grown by 16.1 percent if the fiscal program 
‘were complied with. This resulted in a five- 
month budget deficit of only P44.2 billion, 
which was 35 percent lower than the P67.8- 
billion budget gap recorded in the same peri- 
od last year 

"The performance to date puts the govern- 
ment in a relatively good position to meet is 
full year budget gap target of P125 billion,” 
UBS said. 

"The government seemed to be having diffi- 


Court issues 
injunction vs 
BCDA on Poro 


THE BASES CONVERSION DEVELOPMENT 
Authority (BCDA) suffered another major legal 
Setback in its reported bid to take over the Poro 
Point seaport after the Regional Trial Court 
Branch 29 of San Femando City, La Union i 
sued on June 16, 2006 a writ of preliminary in- 
junction against the agency. 

"The San Fernando court earlier slapped BCDA 
and its subsidiary Poro Point Management Corp. 
with a Temporary Restraining Order (TRO), 
Stopping them from taking over the Poro Point 
seaport from its private operator. 

"When the TRO lapsed, the court issued the 
preliminary injunction. The order, penned by 
Executive Judge Victor Viloria, was issued 
based on the complaint filed by Bulk Handlers 
In. (BHD, which operates the seaport under a 
contact signed with the BCDA in 1999. 

"The seaport operator questioned a resolution 
passed by BCDA and PPMC declaring the con- 
tract null and void. 

"The injunction prevents ВСА and PPMC 
from implementing is takeover resolution and 
orders the agencies to observe the terms and 
conditions of the earlier agreements signed by 
ВН ала the BCDA. 

Named in the BHI complaint were BCDA 
and PPMC chair Filadelfo Singson-Rojas Jt, 
former AFP Chief of Staff and currently BCDA 
president Narciso Abaya, PPMC president Feli 
Singson-Racadio and PPMC directors Emma 
Lim, Carmencita ichon, Amparo Aspiras, Yves 
Nisce and Anthony Mangulat, son-in-law of La 
Union Congressman Manuel Ortega. 

BHI is the private sector component of the 
Foro Point Industrial Corp. (РРО), which hes a 
70- percent sake in the company. BCDA owns 
the 30 percent balance in the entity. 


culty in meeting its tax collection target, as 
the BIR registered a shortfall in revenue in the. 
first five months of the year. 

The BIR was tasked with collecting P272.2 
billion, but it turned in only P268 billion. In 
May alone, the BIR was supposed to generate. 
P62.23 billion in taxes, but it was able to col- 
lect only P61.7 billion. 

UBS, however, shrugged off the BIR's short- 
fall vis-a-vis the target, as it noted that the 
revenue-agency’s tax take still recorded а 
year-on-year growth 

The BIR's January-to-May collection was 
still 20,7-percent higher than that of the pre- 
vious year’s, while its May collection reflected 
а25 percent year-on-year rise. 

'UBS' projections were consistent with the 
pronouncements ofthe Department of Finance 
that the government would stick to its targets 
‘and that it was confident it would meet the 
PI25-billion deficit target for the year. 

‘The DOF head agency of the BIR, said sev- 
eral administrative measures would be imple- 
mented by the BIR to meet its P675.4 billion. 
target for the full year despite setbacks in the 
first five months. The measures include 
tighter tax audit and updating of ће BIRS 
taxpayers database. 

‘On another macroeconomic indicator, UBS 
said consumer inflation in the Philippines was 
seen to slow down to a yearly rate of only 5 
percent by the end of the year barring another 
Sharp rise in ой prices in the world market. 

‘The country imports more than 90 percent 
of its ой requirements, and the government 
does not provide ой subsidy to consumers. 


Gov't in good position to keep budget gap at P125 billion 


Consumer price index rose 6.9 percent 
year-on-year in May, decelerating from the 
7.1 percent recorded in April and the 7.6 per- 
cent in February and March. The slowdown, 
which happened despite higher taxes, was at- 
tributed to the strengthening of the peso and’ 
‘easing of growth in Ой prices. 
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Customs cool to BIR chief’s LamEMOUSE SALE 
target reallocation proposal 


June 21 to June 28, 2006 


THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS IS COOL TO 
the proposal of making it shoulder part ofthe 
Bureau of intemal Revenue's target, saying its 
hand are full with its P200-billion revenue 
collection target for the year. 

Customs Commissioner Napoleon Morales 
said һе could not commit his agency to ab- 
sorbing additional revenue-collection task. 
He stressed, however, that the agency would 
be able to meet its current target 

"The BOC was tasked to collect P197 billion 
for 2006, but the Department of Finance, йз 
head agency had asked it to adopt an internal 
target of P200 billion. 

Morales said its P200-billion target was al- 
ready 39 percent higher than its actual collec- 
tion last year of P146 billion. 

“When the P200-billion target was given 
us, we did not complain. When a target is gi 
en, I know we should just work on achieving 
ic But will they not be content with a 39-per- 
cent increase?" asked Morales. 

"The BIR earlier suggested the transfer of 
part of is tax collection target for this year to 
the BOC. 

Revenue Commissioner Jose Mario Bufiag 
earlier said that P27 billion of the BIR target 
Should be reallocated to the BOC, which has 
the capability to collect more value-added tax 
on oil product. 

While the BIR collects taxes on locally man- 
wfactured goods and services, the BOC col 
Jeets duties and value-added tax on imports. 

Under its fiscal program for this year, the 
national government is supposed to raise 
2975.4 billion in revenue. Of the amount, 
P675.4 billion should come from the BIR 
while P197 billion from the BOC. The rest 


should come from other revenue-generating 
agencies. 

'Buñag said the BIR agreed with the ОРЗ 
position of keeping the P975.4-billin target, 
but was hoping there could be reallocation of 
the target. 

"The BIR’ call came amid the difficulties it 
was facing in meeting its monthly targets, 
saying this had partly to do with factors that 
мете out of the revenue agency's control. 
Bufiag cited the cancellation of previous 
schedules of auctions for Treasury bills and 
bonds, which prevented the BIR from collect- 
ing supposed documentary stamp tax on gov- 


ernment securities. 


Morales said the BOC was confident of 


meeting its full-year targe 
agency was likely to post another good per. 
formance in June. But Morales is 


to agree to further 
raising the collection. 
target 
The DOF said it 
‘would study the pro- 
posal of the BIR and 
that it would likely 
have a decision be- 
fore the end of the 
But Finance Un- 
dersecretary Gil Bel- 
tran said that as of 
now, the DOF has not 
yet found sufficient 
Teason to make a re- 
allocation of the rev- 
enue targets. 
Michelle V. Remo 


SMIC creates property division 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 

SM 
SM INVESTMENTS Corp. OF MALL 
tycoon Henry Sy is poised to take ad- 
vantage of the expected upswing in 
the property sector through the cre 
ation of a new division focused on 
this rend. 

In a disclosure, SMIC said it has or- 
ganized the SM Investments Property 
Group to map out the direction and 
implement the conglomerate's plan to 
seize leadership across three business 
fronts: residential and condominium 
development, commercial develop- 


BSP says peso to weather ... 


“You see a continuation of the BOP 
(balance-of payments) surplus so the 
external liquidity continues to be very 
positive, That has allowed us to build 
Up the reserves also, Tetangco said. 

"The BSP chief added that reforms to 
further stabilize the banking system 
were also being sustained following the 
Shift wo Intemational Accounting Sian- 
dards as well asthe adoption of the san- 
dardized capital adequacy approach un- 
der Basle 2 atthe beginning of 2007. 

"NI of this shows that the funda- 
mentals are good. It should support 
the peso," Tetangco sid. 

This developed as bearish stock 
markets and expectations of further 
increases in the US Federal Reserve's 
interest rate continued to pummel 
Asian currencies. 

Speciation thatthe US Fed would 
rae terest tate forthe 170 tme 


‘ment, and leisure and tourism. 


Philippines’ largest conglomerates 
operating in retail merchandising, 
shopping and entertainment malis, б. 
nancial services, and real estare and 
tourism. 

‘The property group is headed by 
SM Investments vice chair Henry Т. 
Sy, Je, who will serve as its managing 
director. 

"The organization of the Property 
Group is part of the company's strate- 
gy to diversify its businesses and to 
capitalize on its strength in the mall 


next week and also in August has 
boosted the dollar in recent days. 

The peso opened weak at 53.28 and 
hit an intra-day low of 53.38 before 
dosing firmer at 5325 against the 
greenback. The local currency thus 
gained 4 centavos from Monday's fin 
ish of 52.29 against the greenback. 

But stocks took another beating 
yesterday, closing 2.44 percent lower 
as investors either stayed on the side- 
lines following the latest downturn 
‘on Wall Street or unloaded stocks in 
anticipation of another US interest 
rate increase, dealers said. 

"They said the culprit for another 
region-wide sell-off was a familiar 
‘warning from US central bank offi- 
cials of the dangers of rising inflation, 
pointing to the need for higher inter- 
est rates as a result, 

The compenite index tell 5170 


Investments is one of the 


mens, 


From page BI 


with concern 


follow the US 
ening cycle. 


and retail businesses.” said Sy. 

“While remaining anchored in the 
retail and shopping mall businesses, 
we see a lot of growth potential in the 
property sector, which is recovering 
from the 1997 Asian crisis," he added. 

'SM Investments is using its land- 
bank to lay the groundwork for vari- 
‘ous real estate projects. The conglom- 
erate is targeting key market seg- 

cluding the overseas Fil- 
ipino workers, the booming business 
process outsourcing sector, and the 
rising number of tourists, both do- 
‘mestic and foreign. 


points to 2,068.09 after trading be 
tween 2,063.35 and 2,119.79. Vol- 
‘ume was 715.19 million shares worth 


toeight, with 


37 stocks unchanged. 

"The Philippine market is simply tak- 
ing its cue from how Wall Sweet and 
the regional markets are performing,” 
said Oliver Plana of Asiasec Equities. 

Investors remained preoccupied 


оп interest rates, said 


Jose Vistan of AB Capital Securities, 
‘suggesting the BSP could eventually 


Federal Reserve's tight- 


‘The US central bank meets June 
28-29 when it is widely expected to 
raise rates by a quarter of a 
17th consecutive time to 5.25 per- 
cent. The BSP meets on June 29. With 
areport from AFP 
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Empower your Stock Trading today! 


Get real time stock information, buy and sell online anytime, anywhere... 


= Philstocks.phr 


| "Your ONLINE access to Philippine Stock Market" 


SIGN UP NOW! www.philstocks.ph 
CALL: (632) 687-5071 
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Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


(First ofthree parts) 


ЕШ LET YOU IN ON 
one secret the North 
uzon Expressway 


traffic officers keep. They use 
their speed guns from 7 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. only. Why only that 
time? Well, outside of that time 
frame, its simply too dark for 
their Olympus C770 cameras at- 
tached to the Pro Laser 3 customi 
speed guns to take any clear 


SPEED bliss for the 
Porsche 911 


TMC'S aser gun 
captures zippy 
Honda 52000 


shot of speed freaks out there. 

So, will you let all hell break loose ona 
Sunday dawn and make the NLEX your 
‘own personal racetrack? 

‘Before stepping o 
your 490-horsepower F430 or your 507- 
fip BMW MS, let your imagination take 
of first and bring you fast forward to the 
point when you have to literally “stop on 
adime.” Well, can you? 


tech Olympus cai 
speed guns. The plate nun 

bers have been intentionally blurred to 
protect the owners of the posh 

‘The actual speed of the ve 
instance of image capture is clearly dis- 
played. So, with the car models and their 
actual speeds Motoring 
got in couch wit ‘owner and 
‘managing director of Safe Drive Training 
in Australia Pry Lad that conducts drivers 
training in various countries, including the. 
Philippines. Aside from designing motor- 


gas pedal of 


Speed ‘perps’ 

"he Mum bets йз whole profit 
share you cant This writer recently got 
hold of МЕХ fle photos of speeding 
"perpe" taken at the Burol Interchange, spore centers Neisen’s team measures 
and after securing permission from the braking distances of various cars every day 
MNTC management, we are now pub- and at various speeds and road conditions 


Braking distances 

With the speeds indicated in the im- 
ages, Neilsen estimated the braking dis- 
tances ofthe cars. Before coming up with 
the figure, Neilsen had to assume some 
givens. 

* Only the driver isin the car. 

"The car has good tires with correct 
tire pressures (we assume they do, rela- 
tive to the luxury class of the vehicles). 

* The car has standard original equip- 

it brakes (not upgraded). 

" The car is running on good road sur- 
face in the dry (NLEX roads are world- 
E 

= The drivers are skilled (not impaired 
by fatigue, alcohol/drugs, and not dis- 
tracted by cell phones) 


Neilsen stressed that the usual total 
stopping distance should include the 
driver's perception time, his or her re- 
action time and the vehicle reaction 
time. However, to keep things simple, 
the stopping distance we will indicate 
here only involves the distance trav- 
eled between the time the driver steps 
оп the brakes and when the vehicle 
comes to an actual stop. 

So, the white Porsche 911 running at 
199 kph will use up 190 meters of road 
before coming to a screeching halt. This 
is equivalent to 18 60-seater buses. 

A Honda $2000 running at 166 kilo- 
meter per hour will have a stopping dis- 
tance of 100 meters, equivalent to over 9 
buses. 


The all-new Galant: Ready to take on the competition 


By Charles E. Buban 


THE UNVEILING OF MITSUBISHI MO- 
tors Philippines Corp.'s ninth-genera- 
tion  Galant-now dubbed е 
240M—early this year, is most certain} 

welcome considering that the model it 


replaced first rolled out in the market 
eight years ago. 

"And the 240M is worth the wait. Ac- 
cording to MMPC, this P1.548-million 
midsize sedan is well-equipped to chal- 
lenge its well-established competition. 

“The 240M is an exclusive design by 
MercedesBenzs former design chief 
Oliver Boulay. Add a а 24liter, 162 
horsepower engine equipped with a M 
subishi Innovative Valve-timing and -lift 
Electronic Control (Mivec) technology, 
this vehicle will зет the standard for huru- 
ту cars in the Philippines in the years to 
come,” promised MMPC senior vice pres- 
ident for marketing Melchor Dizon. 


Global design concept 
The 240M, just like the rest of Mit- 
subisn’s curent models, caries the car 
ronds new global design direction iit 
ted by Boulay a disintcive look атат. 
ing 2 divided grile wi prominent 
Моше Three Diamonds symbol, twin 
пон” grilles wit diagonal bars, as 
well as modem Giangular headlamp as- 
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Tols.: 920-6829/435-6391 
Net. Rä. Donat, Topo al Tels 286-2925/286-0342 


THE MIVEC switches between 2 
different cam profiles. 
while parked. It avoids the boring box- 
on-box look commonly associated with 
‘conservative mid-size sedans,” Dizon de- 
scribed 
he 240M has also increased in size 
(from йз predecessors) and with its 
r overall length, 1.840-meter 
чег cabin length and 
ter wheelbase, the sedan also 
shadows most ofits competition. 

Not only is this sedan bigger, the 
240M engine is also equipped with Mivec 
technology that offers superior fuel econ- 

driving conditions without 


the engine in 
offer crisp thrortle response to allow easy 
handing through city traffic. But as er 
gine speeds increase, k 
sportier йе аг 
егу throughout the rest of th 
by allowing more air into the com 

tis superb accelera- 


THE 240M has a roomy, comfortable 
cantly reduces the cars exhaust emission 
e improving low-range engine рег. 

mance, according to Dizon 
Class-leading amenities 

Inside, MMPC gave the 240M class- 
leading interior amenities including high 
grade leather upholstery (an eight-way 
Power adjustable seat is provided on the 
тег); integrated CD/MP3/FM/AM 
fenterainment system (with available 
Subwoofer and center speaker option); 3- 
Stage high contrast, ice-blue illumi- 
nated full meter instrument panel: 
provisions for 
two. ойх 
E 
reat 
ing 
эи; h 
КЖ А 
emiting 
diode)-type 


emergency trunk lid release latch, 

“The 240M is also one of the safest in 
the market today (the US National High: 
way Traffic Safety Administration award. 
ed this car a five-star crash rating), thanks 
то Mitsubishi's Reinforced Impact Safety 
Evolution (RISE) safety cell that allows 
the front and rear to crumple upon im- 
рас but in contrast, zhe (passenger) cab- 
їп holds its shape and redirects the im. 
pact energy amay from the occupants” 

n explained. 

"With all these high-tech features, Di 
zon is hopeful that the 240M will help re- 
абое the company’s passenger-car line- 
upand give the company the opportunity 
to further improve is total passenger-car 
market share, He is expecting to sell 600 
units by the end of this year (translating 
to а 1O-percent growth in Mitsubishis 
uxury cars sales). 
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"The one area where the 240M breaks 
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from the pack is in styling its distinctive 
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Our Expansion is Running at Top Speed with 


5 New Branches 


+ BINONDO - 354 Juan Luna St, Binondo, Manila (Tel. 241-0420) 

- PASIG BLVD - Pasig Blvd., Kapasigan, Pasig City (Tel. 610-1464) 

+ QUIRINO AVE. - 2273 Pres. Quirino Ave., Paco, Manila (Tel. 564-9956) 
SAN FERNANDO, PAMPANGA - 7C-7D Greenville Subd 
Dlongapo-Gapan Rd., San Fernando, Pampanga (Tel. 045-963-9309) 

«SAN FERNANDO, LA UNION - Quezon Ave.. San Fernando, La Union 
(Tel. 072-888-5066) 
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HAVING BEEN PART OF THE 
Perron Extra Mile Challenge is some- 
thing that is proving both to be a 
blessing and a curse. The good pa 
that Tve put an "end to end" drive 
Luzon under my belt, а long-term 
driving goal that is only going to be 
eclipsed by the unfulfilled dream of 
fom Pagudpud, llocos 
ani Province via some 
sort of automobile, 
Оп the flipside, there is the sub- 
stantial burden of the volume of 
regarding the purpose and ve- 
of the entire event. Make no 
mistake about it, the stories of this 
year's run will probably fill tome up- 


will generate can only be short of 
overwhelming. It's just that all these 
stories have to be put in the right 
t, lest these be used to make ex- 
claims and judgments be- 

yond fact. 

The personal impact of such an en- 
compassing journey is one that can- 
not be denied. АП of us changed, in 
One way or the other, most for the bet- 
ter and some for worse. Driving at 
least 14 hours a day can, and bas tak- 
еп its toll on even the most veteran of 
our wheelmen and their co-drivers. 
Hardship is not a word that should be 
taken lightly in the context of the Ex- 
tra Mile Challenge as real and hard a 
currency asit was during the duration 
of the drive. 


. Running on em 


and trunk lid, and 


My DRIFT 


Andre Palma 


Оле question is why we left all that 
was home and sought out such a goal 
їп the middle of a literal wilderness. 
Selfish as it may sound, 1 feel a per 

sonal need to safeguard the truth 
about what was achieved—mostly 
because of what Г had to give, often 
reluctantly, for the greater good of the 
project. Luckily there are those who 
share in my view, 


Critical 

One person that was critical to the 
essence of the entire endeavor of this 
‘mother of economy runs" was Jun 
Espino of the Automobile Association 
Philippines, everyone's favorite (2) 
FIA steward, and a person I consider 
to be a mentor in this small and often 
‘wayward world of cars and driving. 
Mr. Espino served the event with the 
sole purpose of being a judge of fact, a 
disembodied observer in the strictest 
of notions. 

What did he see transpire at this 
rather astonishing event? Are the 
claims of such outrageous mileage 
truth or fabrication? Mr, Espino and 


THE 240M was designed by Olver Boulay. 


pty 


those of us who herded the rag-tag 
bunch of competitors will not stand 
by anything else but the trut 

will be among the first ones who will 
сту foul once the very essence of such 
а trial of endurance and economy is 
used for purposes other than scrupu- 
lous. 


Predictable agenda 

Why make such a statement in the 
face of an altogether outstanding 
achievement in our nation’s driving 
and automotive history? Simple, the 
run was executed for the purpose of 
profit and not merely as a test of bui- 
тап and mechanical mettle. There 
are many players in the mix, each 
‘with his own predictable agenda. 

"The possibilities at the end of more 
than 2,000 kilometers of the hardest 
driving Ive ever had to do are actually 
quite frightening, In the wrong hands 
Gr in the leas conscientious of judg- 
ments, everything that all the parties 
‘worked for could be jeopardized and 
rendered a joke, The responsibility 
rests in all of us to speak the truth and 
only claim what is based on what hap- 
pened, not predicted theory 

Let's just hope that all of what was 
bled from those who took par in 
what is probably one of the last great 
driving adventures in our country, is 
used for the purpose of truth and fact, 
Otherwise, all the sacrifice—mine in- 
clude—will have been for naught. 
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IN THE FIRST “THE FAST AND THE FU- 
rious" movie some years ago, Vin Diesel and 
his cohorts were shown driving black Honda 
Civics in intercepting a container van on the 
highway. The sequence showcased the high 
performance capability of the sixth genera- 
tion (1996-2000) Civic, the fastest variant of 
‘which was the 160-ps DOHC VTEC SiR. 

However, the Civic brand lost its mojo in its 
seventh generation. Sure, the 2001-2005 iter 
ation had Honda's advanced engineering, but 
it looked too sedate. And there was no new 
Civic SiR to restore the excitement. Soon 
enough, the Toyota Corolla Altis ("Passion") 
grabbed pole position from the Civic in the 
compact car market. 

But now, with the intro of the eighth gener- 
ation Civic, sellers of the Altis and nouveau 
competitors—the Mazda3 and Ford Fo- 
cus—have reason to worry. The totally new 
2006 Civic was clearly designed to appeal to 
the emotions with a capital E. As Shinichi 
Takahashi, project leader of the Honda Civic 
Development Team, said at the launch last 
April, “Our aim was to excite the customer by 
just looking, touching and driving the Civic. 


ON THE 
Roa 


eed. 
Aida Sevilla- 
Mendoza 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER —- 


RAOTORING 
The Civic gets back its mojo 


We wanted itto be a ‘wow’ саг” 
"Мом car 
Has Honda succeeded 
in making the Civic a 
“wow” car? Aside 
fom “exciting. 
dozens of adjec- 
tives have been 


йз new 


suos. х 
athletic" and “mus- Nee 
cular” Although показ 7 Nusa 
Edgy in design as the Eu- 

тореап model, the 06 Civic for 

the Asean market looks Ше a lo 


slung sport compact given its rakishly an- 
gled windshield, aerodynamically Sowing roof, 


ow ground clearance and SO mm gap between. || 


the tires and the fenders. The starkly cab-for- 
ward monoform body, short overhangs fore and 
aft, wide stance, longer wheelbase (27 

only 40 mm shorter than the Accord) not on 
add to the powerful crouching tiger look, they 
‘also increase cabin space for greater riding com. 
fort. As for fit and finish, the new Civic equals if 
not surpasses the BMWs and Audis. 

Moreover, the '06 Civic looks sporty inside 
as well as outside. In the 2.0-liter S-L variant, 
the 3spoke, t-adjustable, small-rim steer- 
ing s race car-style paddles to use af- 
ter switching from the S-speed automatic 
transmission (БАТ) to the “S” (Sport) mode. 

е audio button on the left side of the ste 

offers fingertip control of the 6-disc. 
CD player with AM/FM radio, MP3/WMA 
playback and six speakers. 

The СМ interioris luxuriously roomy as 
well as futuristic, what with the two-level 
Multiplex Meter, short Z-shaped bz 
located forward beside the gears 
supportive seats (leather in the 2.0 $- 
flat floor and the panoramic heat-absorbing 
ultraviolet-redueing glass windows. Metallic 


‘THE FUTURISTIC yet plush and sporty 
cockpit. 


doors enhance the spacecraft look while 
cupholders and storage cubbyholes with cov- 
fers abound. Under the front center armrest is 
а console box with enough space for 27 CDs. 


Adrenaline 

But it is when you grab the wheel that the 
mew Civic truly gets your adrenaline pumping. 
The 20 S-L, the top-ofthe-line Civic, is pow- 
ered by a high-rewving twin cam 2.0-iter 155 
76,000 трт iVTEC engine mated to а 
Smooth, swift-shifting SAT The 2.0 S-Ls vaunted 
top speed is 205 kilometer per hour, soon a taf- 


"ph without straining and seemed eager to do 


more. Even at high speeds on the straights and 
оп the rwisties, the Civic is stable and surefoot- 
ей, trace this to the 35 percent increase in tor- 
sional rigidity, intelligent Electronic Power 
Steering (EPS), longer wheelbase, balanced 
weight distribution and a suspension system 
featuring reengineered McPherson struts, up 
front with an anti-roll bar and trailing-type dou- 
ble wishbone with stabilizer at the rear Plus, in 
the 2.0 $1, Vehicle Stability Assist (VSA). 

Despite the performance orientation of the 
Civic, its ride quality is cushy eriough to please 
family members of all ages including finicky 
mations and grandmothers. Safety-conscious 
passengers are reassured further by active and 
passive safeguards, Aside from the aforemen- 2 
tioned VSA and ABS with EBD, the 2.0 S-L has | 
four airbags, HID (high intensity discharge) 
headlamps, fog lamps and power door mirrors 
with demister that prevents the formation of 
water droplets. Disc brakes fore and ай, preten- 
sioner seatbelts and dual airbags are standard 
inall Civics except the L8 V 

Summing up, the Civic has definitely got 
back its mojo. it isa “wow!” car with an exca- 
mation point. Prices range from P767,000 for 
the 1.8-liter SOHC M/T to P1,102,000 for the 
2.0 S-L A/T (add P15,000 if you want the 
pearl white mica.) 


THE 2,0-LITER DOHC i-VTEC engine delivers 155 ps/6,000 rpm. 


RECENTLY, MITSUBISHI ROLLED OUT ITS 
50,000th Adventure in Cainta, Rizal. A mod 
est ceremony was held to commemorate the 
occasion and the guest list included Under- 
secretary Elmer Hernandez ofthe Board of In- 
vestments and Gow. Casimiro Yñares of Rizal. 

In his speech, Kengo Takase, president and 
CEO of Mitsubishi Motors Philippines, 
thanked “the government, the BOI, vendors 
and dealers for the success of the Adven- 
ture.” 

Indeed, for Mitsubishi to reach that plateau 
is reason for celebration. Not everybody can 
{go that far—50,000 units for just one model. 

Mitsubishi started producing the Adven- 
ture in October 1997. In December of che 
same year, the Adventure was in the market. 

By the end of 1998, it had total sales of 
6,319 units, making Mitsubishi No. 1 in over- 
all vehicle sales that year. 

‘It was an unprecedented, heart-warmi 
feat for one that had undergone woes of its 
own due to the Asian-wide economic melt- 
down in the late 90s. 

"The accolades for the Adventure won't stop 
and, in 2004, the vehicle was chosen Best 
AUV (Asian utility vehicle) of the Year. 

By way of expressing gratitude to its cus- 


WITH TDI POWER 


Fui 
Tank 


Al Mendoza 


tomers, Mitsubishi is raffling off the 50,000: 
Adventure to an Adventure owner who would 
register his vehicle at any Mitsubishi dealer- 
ship nationwide. 

Other perks offered in the Mitsubishi raffle 
include five P50,000 cash to five Adventure 
‘owners. If you also buy an Adventure GLS 
Sport Diesel, you get a bonus of P15,000 
worth of SM Giftcard. 

We all know that Mitsubishi, despite its all 
time best-seller Pajero, continues to struggle. 
But who is not struggling? 

The thought, thoug! 
still find in its heart the kindness 
customers happy despite the cruel times up- 
lifts che soul. 

T only all the people in our midst would be 
as kind and as selfless like Takase-san and his 
MMPC staff to include Mel Dizon, Froi 
tianquin and Arlan Reyes, what a better we 


Audi wins at Le Mans 


AUDI AG HAS WRITTEN AN IM- 
portant chapter in the history of 
‘motor racing with its historic tri- 
mph in the 2006 Le Mans 24- 
Hour race. The new Audi R10 TDI 
was ne fis diesel carro win ar 

wably the toughest car race in 
the worl 

Tn font of a record crowd of 
235000 spectators, Frank Biela 
(Germany), Emanuele Pirro (ишу) 
and Marco Wemer (Germany) 
clinched the sth and most impor- 
tant Le Mans win for Audi so far. 
Dindo Capello (aly), Tom Kris- 
tensen (Denmark) and Allan Mc- 
Nish (Scotland) also achieved а the 
‘podium in finishing third overall. 


Impressive demo 

"The fans all over the world and 
millions of TV viewers saw an im- 
pressive demonstration of Audi TDI 
Power and the performance of 
modem diesel engines. The Audi 
RIOTDI race cars powered Буа 650 
Bp V12 TDI engine were by far the 
West and most economical cars Bel 
during the entire race. 

Le Mans record winner Tom Kris- 
tensen drove the fastest lap of the 
face, seringa 3m 31.21 Ls ime, and 
фе was the Arst driver at the wheel 
ofan LM PI spons ca to cover 16 
laps with one fel oad, Audi also set 
а new distance record of 380 laps 
Over the 134m cci. 

ong with speed and power uet 
consumption also gave the Audi 
TDI Powera distinct advantage. The 
Rudi drivers only needed to pit ev- 
шу 14 laps to refuel 90 liters of 
disei fuel. The opposition, who re- 
Ties on gasoline engines, had to pit 
considerably more, The fans and 
the media were also impressed оп 
how quiet and environment-friend- 
yap spons carcan be. 

“The rol out of the new Audi RIO 
“TDI took place only 200 days before 
the race. The victorious diesel race. 


chinedh 
Biela ar 


car ran reliably for 24 hours as its 
predecessor, the R& that scored five 
Le Mans victories. The only un- 
scheduled pit stop was carried out 
at 3:47 a.m. when Audi Sport Team 
Joest decided to replace the gear 
‘luster after rouble with fifth gear. 


Well-oiled machine 
Due to very strict ACO regula 
ons, the team was allowed only 10 
minutes to replace the gearbox, 
thanks to its innovative desi 
minute was lost for Frank Biela, 
Emanuele Pirro and Marco Wemer 
оп Sunday moming when one of 
lights of their RIO TOI 
failed. The entre front bodywork 
had to be replaced. Aside бот that, 
their Audi run like a well-oiled ma- 


Опе 


the entire race. 
Pirro celebrated their 


respective fourth Le Mans victory 
after 2000, 2001 and 2002. They 
now rank in fourth position in the 
historic record charts behind Tom 
Kristensen, 


Jacky Idx and Derek 


6th Le Mans triumph 

For Audi, it was the sith Le 
Mans triumph and the third in suc- 
cession. The succes of the Bentley 
Speed В from 2003 included, а car 
that was powered by an FSI engine 
developed by Audi Spor, Audi 
technology is unbeaten at Le Mans 
in seven years. 

Audis triumph was completed by 
Dindo Capello, Tom Kristensen and 
Allan McNish who finished third. 

fte the victory in the Sebring 
12-Hour race and in the Le Mans 
2éHour race, the new Audi RIO 
"TDI remains ‘unbeaten. The nex 
challenge is already waiting for the 
revolutionary race car Prom July 15 
onward, Team Audi Sport, North 
‘America will fight for the champi. 
отар cie in the American Le Mans 
Series with a pair of R10 TDI cars 


accents on the steering whe 


levers and 


weld be living in. 

How many horses run at full-speed when 
the Nissan Murano is on the go, 1 don't 
want to know. 

"The Murano is so good at almost every- 
thing—speed, maneuverability and instant 
acceleration that you'd rather forget ask- 
ing about how the car has become so won- 
derfully efficient and just content yourself 
‘concentrating on the beauty of driving it. 

Listen to Quintin Balajadia, my usually 
shy spy in the industry: "I can't think of any 
SUV today that can outperform the Mura- 
no. What a magical vehicle it is. Hat's off to 
Murano.” 

‘And I thought the Nissan X-Trail was al- 
ready a jackpot. 

UOTE ME. The men in blue from the MM- 
DA still continue to apprehend unsuspecting, 
UPound, private motorists at the comer of 
Edsa and Quezon Avenue because of a traffic 
sign that is as invisible as justice for murdered 
journalists and as incomprehensible as the 
Thai alphabet 


Send comments to menjuGpldtdsl.net. 


ficfree highway one sunny day it surged to 201 


TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: Hybrid cars 
so many miles, so little gas. 


Mitsubishi's memorable move; ‘mean’ Murano 


PLANTERSBANK 2% 
AUTO LOAD 
22 


Plantersbank Auto Loan works 3 ways! 


TT purchase а brand new ога pre-owned car 
2 Get a cash loan with your existing car 

as collateral 
Pvc year cron 


CALL (02) 750-AUTO or (02) 750-2886 
Business Hours, Monday to Friday 


The same Le Mans winning TDI technology 
is in all Diesel powered Audi vehicles 


же car Аоф has proven that TOI Diesel can compete 


town Lo Mas 


Vit comes to performance 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBII 


‘eps! be Petpsnes 
rette i Senor Set Spem. 
Re-Survey and Topographic Survey of Seven (7) Parcels of Land 
"ocated in Brgy. Lancaan N, Dasmariñas, Cavite 


STARCM 
j SUPPORT TO AGRARIAN REFORM COMMUNTIES 
IN CENTRAL MINDANAO 
9 


TES re RUA бит; Orem Bde ong Cy 00 
ж Te CED гче ОМ TT елы acp gh 


NOTICE OF VACANT POSITIONS 


STAROM is а special Project of the Government of the Philippines funded by 
е European Union and implemented by the Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR), The Project provides support forthe development of agrarian reform 
‘communis inthe provinces of Cotabato, Sutan Kudarat, Lanao del Nore and 
Lanao del Sut. The Project is seking to fl the folowing postions wih duty 
station at the Project Management Office in Kidapawan Cty and in Davao Су: 
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ASSOCIATE | Must be a Certified Publ Accountant (CPA) with 

ACCOUNTANT (1) | = minimum of two (2) years relevant work 

ACCOUNTANT (1) | S rorem and Бе familiar wi е financial 
е | еши and procedures of govemment 
| agences andor блот Алан Propos, Stout 

have experience with the preparation of 

accounting reporsdocuments and be highly 
| Экен wih Мел! Otte ойнап. 


тосук | See эй es Beer Doge 
БЕШТЕ 
ИШТ | Svan yur wot mene a 
Bam румий ced] an м 
|у тау лаа 
| tent Dien 
| | with foreign-funded Projects wil be a distinct 
| балазе Must be computer erate and familer 

| | with procurement in Davao Сту. 


Only shortisted applicants will be notified. Deadline for submission of 
applications is on 03 JULY 2006. 


(Sod) GLYNN P. BAKER 
European Co-Director 


(Sad OSCAR A. МАМА 
Natonal Project Director 


An application fetter, including a resumé detaiing duties, responsibilities 
and relevant experience, and a copy of transcript of records should be 
submited to: 


The Project Co Directors. 

STARCH Project Management Office 
ЗР ROMA Building, Quezon Boulevard, 
9400 Kidapawan City 


Severina 18 Pque * P18M (neg) LA 1400sqm 
FA 450sqm, 5BR, 8 car garage, maids rm 
Big lawn, half court, 2 vacant lot — 
8237446 / 6134839 RUSH SALE! 
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Теш 64-0282 
е макы 
Тө 00-7058, 


More amplayment opportunities in today's JOB MARKET. 


Етте та 
PAWN'BUY'SELL 


EJ 
WATCHES 


BEST APPRAISAL 


Structural Engineers 


We need four Structural Engineers 
for immediate hiring. BS in Civil 
Engineering with minimum 4 years 
experience in steel design. At least 
knowledgeable in STAAD and other 
Steel Design software. Salary is 
negotiable and willing to travel 


[Sedyor ee JOR! 


coy oe JOR 


abroad. Send resumé thru email to 
metalbuildings Ginbox.com 


===" OBITUARIES 


298 <> 


December 3, 1910 - „fune 22, 1995 


Wie of General Rigoberto of. Шенка (+) 


Her children Zenaida and David Clymer, Eloisa and Victor Lim, Herminia Atienza- 
Tano, Rosalinda and Balbino Hernando, Rolando and Cecilia Atienza, and Josefina. 
‘Atienza-Salvafia, grandchildren and great-grandchildren invite relatives and friends 
and readers to remember her in their prayers and to join in the celebration of the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass on Thursday, June 22, 2006 at 6:30 a.m. at Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel Chapel, Camp General Rigoberto J. Atienza, Libis, Quezon City, and at 
9:00 a.m. at graveside at the Libingan ng mga Bayani, Fort Bonifacio, Makati City. 


© oed Heart, o Love Divine 
Make оик love so like to Thine. 


Message of Thanks 


Ж 


JUSTICE BERNARDO 
LLOREN SALAS Ret.) 


who passed away last June 2, 2006 


To our dear relatives and friends ~ 
Thank you all for being with us 
when we needed you to lessen the pain and sorrow, 
‘for prayers and masses offered; 
for flowers and 
‘comforting cards and messages sent; 
Jor consoling. 
visits made, and for invaluable contributions given. 
We also thank those who could not come but who nevertheless remembered 
Мт with prayers 
‘Thank you and God bless! 


Ge md 


20% DISCOUNT! 


EDNESDAY, JUNE 21, 2006 


NOTICE OF LOSS 


All Provincial / City / Municipal 
Treasurers: Head of Department; 
Bureaus, Offices, Agencies and 
All Concerned. 
Lost Accountable Forms #51 
(Official Receipts) bearing. 
Serial Number 4081351-400 
Tris le to inform ali he above concerned thatthe 
50 ров. AF #51 of the Municipal Treasurer's 
Опсе of Polangui, Albay bearing Serial Number 
4981351-400 which was requisitioned by Mr. 
Gaspar N. Baylon Jr. last January 26,2004 were. 
found lost since April 2004 at slaughter house. 
Said receipts were already declared vold and. 
cannot be honored In any transactions 
fepresenting LGU-Polangul, Albay and any 
‘ther government entes 
(Sod) Anna A. Robrigado 
Municipal Treasurer 


To 


ERRATUM 


In the ad of the Social Security System 
(555), re the Notice for Member's 
Assistance, published last June 17, 2006 
in the Classified Section of the Philippine 
Daily Inquirer, the SSS number of 
Mr. Ruben М. Yumang was inadvertently 
deleted. His SSS number is SS#03- 
0186183-8. 


Our apologies. 
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15% Downpayment. 
Upto t2 Years to pay 
CALL NOW! 
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por 
WHEEL AUG, 
BAANONG BRAKES, 
CAMBER CONVERSION 
CREDIT CAROS HONORED 
RUBBERVOLT 
TVSA, OC 
Loro 
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In Loving Memory 
of 


Aurora Supnet 
vda de Verzosa 


оп her Ist Death Anniversary on June 21, 2006 
Masses will be offered at the following: 


SL Christopher Parish, Bangar, La Union 
St Peter Parish. CommonsooIh, Quezon Ciy 
Chrst the King Parish. lives, Quezon Cy 

Sacred Heart Parish. Kaming. Quezon Cty 

Holy Family Parish, Kamas, Quezon Cty 

‘Ste Niño Parish. Pardaca, Mania 

Meropoitan Cathedral, Ciy o! San Formando, Pampanga 


Her family requests relatives, friends and readers 
to remember her in iheir prayers. 
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"Omnia in bonum!" (St. Paul) 
We tbe family of the late 


Nes, Jocelyn Gurango Hizon 


Wish to express profound gratitude for your 
spontaneous love, sympathy and support at her 
untimely demise on June 13, 2006. 


We find strength and we are bumbly grateful 
to you in knowing that she touched so many 
lives in ber concern for others. 


She will continue living on in our hearts and through 
the lives we lead as testament of ber legacy of lave. 


Thank you very mich. 


‘Spouse: PDIR SERVANDO MINA HIZON 
Children: Cleo, Joseph, Ava Marie 
Grandson: Zeus Felix 
Mother: Mrs. Patricia Gurango 
Mother-in-law: Mrs. Juliana Mina Hizon 


An obituary 

with a picture can be a 
fitting tribute to your 
departed loved one. 


Always caring.. 
INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death Certificate 
© Any identification document (LD.) 


WE ACCEPT 
CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank 

payments 


—— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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MITACH AIR CONDITIONING PRODUCTS INC- 
Peor ined of plea rh pis 
QUALITY ASSURANCE DEPARTMENT MANAGER 
pierre 
Каир d 


nerusuc or Te mauPemes 
epus OC TRANSPORTATON а CONMUNCATONS 
LAND TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 
mal Adress: VeRO OT pnp < Wenst: мило 


Memorandum Circular No. 725-2006 
14 June 2006 
To : All Regional and Assistant Regional Directors, 
the Director, LES, Law Enforcement Officers, 
other Oficiais and Employees concerned 

Subject : Banning of LTO decals on motor vehicles. 

There has been a proliferation of LTO decals notably on windshields 
‘of molor vehicles, Including those on pubiic иу vehicles. Further, the 
practice may serve as subleduge to evade apprehension for atic and 
r administrative violaton/s. Employment of LTO decal as countersign 
against apprehension, whether real or Imagined cannot be condoned by 
Te Offos. Hence, t's hereby ordarod that tho use of LTO decals on at 
molor vehicles, except on LTO service and patrol vehicles be banned 
весе immediately. 

Further, all LTO law enforcement officers are directed to cause the 
removal of these decal on vehicles found sporting them. On top of tai, 

irinisralive sanction in aecordance with law, shal be imposed on any 
mployee found to be engaged In seing or distrbution of sad decals. 

All previous ordersimemoranda and other Issunces in conflict 
herewith are deemed superseded. 


‘the fling of three (3) copies hereof with t 

Law Conter, in accordance wih Presider 

October 8, 1982 and publleation thereof In a newspaper of general 
relation 


For guidance and strict compliance. 


Xm (Sos) ANNELI R. LoNTOC 
аа Assistant Secretary 


PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
INVITATION TO BID 


Being offered for sale through publio bidding, as one whole fot 
and on an “as-is, where-s" basis, are seven (7) contiguous 
parcels of land with improvements, covered by various Transfer 
Certificates of Tile (TCTs), with a total area of approximately 
14.319 hectares for P143,654,000.00, located at Barrio Makiling, 
Calamba, Laguna, formerly belonging to Unisol Industries and 
Manufacturing Corporation (UNISOL) 


Al otters shall be received, opened and tabulated in the presence 
of other bidders on 06 July 2008, at 3:00 p.m. at the PMO 
Conference Room, 6th Floor, 104 Gamboa Street, Legaspi 
Vilage, Makati City. 


Interested parties may avail of the Asset Specific Bidding 
Rules (ASBR) and Asset Specific Bidding Form (ASBF) for 
а nominal fee of PhP500.00 from the PMO Marketing 
Department, 104 Gamboa Street, Legaspi Village, Makati 
City. 


For more information, please сай Mr. John F. Baldemor of the 
PMO Marketing Department at 817-6931 / 817-8762 


LIVE AUCTION SALE 
Materials Handling; Standby 
Generator; Printing Materials, etc. 


Sale Date: Thursday. 29th June 2006. m (local 


At: Premiere Printing Co. Inc. - #18, 1st Avenue, 
Bagumbayan, Taguig, M.M. 
оп View: Wednesday, 28 June 2006 from Sam to Spm 
and moring of sale date 
Refundable Deposit: Php20,000 (upon registration) 
Sale includes: 
СИМА 488 KW Diesel Generator: Power Cables; ОМ FD 20 Diesel 
ТОКИ ли BALE Litter, YALE 2500 Kg. Gas Гой Pallet Trucks; 
elders: Dril; Grinder; Gas Cuter, Ak Compressor 8 Receiver Tank: 
iones Ste anis; Scrap Motori TOLEDO 500 ко Weighing Scale: 
CENTURY 50 Kg Weighing Scal: Large бту. Of Wooden Palets: Security| 
Camera System: Large QUy OT Printing nis & Other Supple. Printing 
ates à Chemical, Varn Large Qty. Of Paper à Board Stocks: 
Racing, Pans Cabinets, ec. 
‘For further information please contact Chris Major at 
Tek 852 29107 11 Ema chris maigrhenn/bulchezcom 


кеа and Б. 676 a, Petey y 
MICNOT neas 2010715 кам 4917-19 ra тесип 9507 


ILOCOS NORTE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Suyo, Dingras, locos Norte, PHILIPPINES 2913 


Tel Nos (077) 70672-88 47; 784-71-25 
Fax. Na (077) 784-71-25 


INVITATION FOR PRE- "ATION AND FOR BIDS 


“The iocos Norte Electric Cooperative, inc. (INEC) invites qualified 
bidders for the long term supply of the INEC's power requirements 
‘commencing in the year 2010. 
Interested parties shall submit their company protie, duly notarized 
authorized representative and primary contact person to: 
‘THE GENERAL MANAGER 
Посов Norte Electric Cooperative, Inc 
| Suyo, Dingras, liocos Norte 
| Starting on June 26, 2006 until July 21, 2006. 
Only those qualified by the PBAC shall be invited to BID. 


(520) ROMILLAS C. PASCUAL 


‘General Manager EI 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
‘The Zamboanga City Water District trough te Be and Awards Comme. 
(BAC iN, as contractors regeterod wah and ciassitec by the Philippine 
Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) o apoy ior Exp anc ound 
Siglo, tob for mo hereunder project: 
Name of the Project : Wot Construction lor Proposed Pasocabalo 

Prosucson Wat 
ао Productor Wet 
et Coravacten te Proposed Pasocabalo 
Drocucton Weit кеуде We! Скромна 
эга Wet Development 
Approved Budget for Contract (ABC) PESA. 17400. 
Contract Duration -< S0 Working Days upon issuance 
ot Noten Proceed 
Prospective Contractors shall possess a valid PCAB License with а 
Regisraton Parte aar Water Suppy had undertaken а similar project wi 
a amount of 0% o he proposed projet for he bidding. and have кеў 
personne! end equipment owned, leased. or under purchase avano for 
Prosecution ol he рс. The List of minimum equipment requirements 
[оне in ine Eig Копти. Tha BAC shal ue а non iecronary passt 
{al слеса in e ооу Cneckng'Screening as wel as in Ine Protrinery 
lansnations of ds. Post uaiticátion of n owes calculated Ы shal be 
conducted 
Al partears relative to Ebgbity Statement and Screening, Bid Securty. 
Релолталсе Securty, Pre Bar Conferences shal be governed by the 
рле i tarda morer Race Regs 
The complete ctv ae ited: 
BACACTIVITES, 

T. Submision of Loner oft 107 
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4. Submision c Resuts o Expy Check | uy з, 2008 
з. lasuence of Di Documents [— a 3107, 2006 
5.88 Conference [sain 10,2008 | 
7 Submission ала Opening ol BS 20у 24,2008 
‘The Egby Forms wi be avalabo a ha 3d Fr. Zamboanga Cay Water 
District. Ра St. Zamboanga Cty, upon tn submission cl Leter of intent, 
эла upon payment ot a non-refundable amount of Eight Hundred Pesos 
(600/00) 1o he Zamboanga Ony Water Disc Савіо. Submission end 
Tesis of куыш sel bein te same оба 
Ва Documents wil be avaliable oniy to Egle Bidders upon payment of а 
onsrefundabie amount ol Eight Thousand Pesos (28000.00) to 
Zamboanga Cay Water District Cashier. 
The Zamboanga Cty Water Disc assumes no resporeity whatsceverto 


Componsete ondary Cicer lor any expenses curd in e орага 
Sheer aes 


Location 
Bret Description 


SCHEDULE 
[Weir zs эе 


(воа) ALEJO S. ROJAS, JR. 


ы BAC Chairman 


PANGASINAN Ill ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
(PANELCO Ш) 
Жет» Cty 
“ob (Ors Sennen 82402 


INVITATION TO BID 


Tre Pangasinan Ш Elecite Cooperative, ine. (PANELCO I). in comptence 
чл tbe ucetres of the Energy Прот Commission, ries semed Dos 
Тол арба Босна o supp 2 15 20 mogawal (UW) energy requremeni of 
the PARELCO Il ranches area win ins option to Increase/Gecreese 
Sirencing i 2011. Dos 10 1e rmpandng power shorapes кемеп Ре 
Bapsriment o Energy's (DOE) Poser Development Plan (POP), prelerence 
ifto gen о new ana caen generen сарану bu wain те FANELCO Ш 
arcte see, 

The Bóng Documents shal bo received personaly by the elle Эд or 
the болды epreseriabve lom PANELEO i Mai Ces, МАТЫ Hay 
Nancsyasar. Urdanea Слу Pangasinan, Philos oy 32008 A 
Dre ie Conleence wi Бе conducted st PANEL CO M Beard Room 81200 pan 
ny 2, 2006. 

Боз proposals shali be received by ha PANELCO I-PBAC at PANELCO I 
an Oftce оп or becre 2 00р т. Эму 26. 2008 al wich ime and pace sad 
propose! wil be opened and read inthe presence of Baders or Bader! 
Remresenistves who Choose to ard. Lata submission wal not be эсас. 

PANELCO Wi hereby reserves te right to reject any or эй ы. io waive элу 
Кулан maran td шр mu э as may o one RARO 
Noted By 

(S96) ме. NEALE POLICINA. 
‘Genera Manager 

PANELCO Wi 


рг) Engr. DINDO S. COLLADO 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
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PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
por 


PNOC 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 
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24-HR HOTLINES 
722-1144 * 722-1155 


Republic of the Philippines 
COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 
Manila 


CALENDAROFACTITES ААО ABALOS, Bonnin. Charman 
Fenious Ок enommrreD ACTS BORRA hasurucion Z. Соты 
S CONNECTION WITH THE 01 
SULYZOSPLEBISCITE TO RATIEY 
THE CHANGE OF NAME OF 
BARANGAY. BITS TO 
BARANGAY BERNALDO "A. 


SARMENTO, Ree V. Commesoner 


SULAGTING, MUNICIPALITY OF 
PATNONGON, PROVINCE OF 
ANTIQUE, M PURSUANT, TO 
SANGGUNIANG BAYAN 
RESOLUTION NO. 091-2008 
DATED 13 JANUARY 2008. 

E x Promulgated: 19 June 2005 


RESOLUTION NO. 7675 


Pursuant tothe роне vastad in u by ia Consinuton. he Omnibus Electon 
Coda, aoc Goverment Codo pube Aci Ne. 160), Варис Aci No: 7166, 
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BIR reforms translate to P5.7B in additional taxes 


By Abigail L. Но 


INSTEAD OF REPEALING RA 8479, 
or the Downstream Ой Industy 
Deregulation Law of 1998, Sen. Miri- 
am Defensor Santiago is expected to 
sponsor a ЫШ that will improve the 
exiting law and grant police powers 
to the Department of Energy. 

DOE od industry management bu- 
reau director Zenaida Monsada said 
that after the deregulation of the ой 


industry “the DOE lost its teeth, since 
many ofits powers were removed." 

“The bill will basically restore the 
police powers of the DOE,” Monsa- 
da said, 

То illustrate how powerless the 
DOE was in ensuring the implemen- 
tation of its own polices, she cited as 
an example how the DOE could virtu- 
ally do nothing to punish vi 

“For instance, before a persistent vi- 
lator can be closed down by the DOE, 


‘we need to make recommendations to 
the (local government unit) she said. 
“We have already recommended a 
number of establishments for closure, 
‘but ший now, the LGUs have yet to act 
‘on those recommendations.” 

‘With the bill that Santiago will 
like to sponsor, Monsada hopes that 
the DOE may reclaim likely some of 
its powers. This means that it may 
punish violators more easily and al- 
‘most immediately. 


ators. 


“Oil deregulation law up for changes, not repeal | Admi 


HYUNDAI 
TUCSON EARNS 
HIGHEST 
INITIAL QUALITY 
RANKING IN ITS 
SEGMENT 


FOUNTAIN VALLEY, Calif, June 
1,2006 - J.D. Power and Associates an- 
nounced today that Hyundai is the high- 
est ranked non-premium nameplate in 
the 2006 Initial Quality Study (105) and 
is ranked third among all nameplates 
Hyundai owners had fewer problems 
with their vehicles than any other non- 
premium car or truck brand. 

Tn addition to Hyundai's strong over- 
all showing, the Hyundai Tucson earned 
the trophy for the highest initial quality 
їп the compact multi-activity vehicle 
(МАУ) segment. 

Hyundai ranks among the top three 
nameplates in the study for the first time 
їп the history of 105, according to 
the the 2006 Initial Quality Study issued 
by LD. Power and Associates. High- 
lights include a top ranking for the 
Hyundai Tucson in the compact MAV 
segment, and top three segment perfor- 
mances for the redesigned Sonata and 
all-new Azera, as well as the Elantra 
and Tiburon 

The IQS study measures 217 at- 
tributes, including the overall driving 
experience, engine and transmission, 
and a broad range of defect and design 
problems reported by vehicle owners. 
Hyundai has been steadily improving its 
non-premium nameplate ranking, 
ing third in 2005, up from fourth the 
previous year, 

"Outperforming incredibly outstand- 
ing competitors at their own game for 
the first time in the same year is a major 
milestone for Hyundai," said Owen 
Koh, Hyundai's President and CEO. 
"This ranking demonstrates what 
‘tremendous strides we've made in quali- 
ty, especially with an almost entirely 
new model lineup. Also very impres- 
sivo is how well Sonata scored right ош. 
of the gate from our new assembly plant 
and workforce in Alabama." 

The Hyundai Sonata ranked third in 
the highly competitive midsize car seg- 
ment Hyundai Motor Manufacturing 
‘Alabama (HMMA), which produces the 
Sonata and Hyundai Santa Fe, finished 
tenth in plant quality out of 73 plants in 
North/South America. HMMA’s North 
‘American plant introduction is among 
the best in the industry in the last 
decade. 

Hyundai Motor America, headquar- 
tered in Fountain Valley, Calif. is a sub- 
sidiary of Hyundai Motor Company of 
Korea, Hyundai cars and sport utility 
vehicles are distributed throughout the 
United States by Hyundai Motor Ame: 
ica and are sold and serviced by more 
than 700 Hyundai dealerships nation- 
wide. 

Hyundai Motor Manufacturing Al- 
арата, headquartered in Montgomery, 
Аі, is an independent manufacturing 
operation of Hyundai Motor Company, 
based in Seoul, Korea. HMMA current- 
ly produces the Sonata sedan and Santa. 
Fe crossover velicle.-At full cap 
TIMMA will produce 300,000 vehicles 


annually. p 
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nistrative measures will enable 


tax agency to meet its full-year goal 


By Michelle V. Remo 


REVENUE COMMISSIONER JOSE MARIO 
Buñag has submitted to President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo an outline of administrative reforms that 
"will enable the Bureau of Internal Revenue to 
collect at least P5.7 billion in additional taxes this. 
year 

Bufiag presented the list of measures dur- 
ing the Cabinet meeting on Monday, when the 
President inquired about updates on the 
countrys fiscal performance. 

During the meeting, Ms Arroyo also direct- 
ed the concerned agencies to work on achiev- 
ing the governments revenue targets. 

1п his presentation, Волар said the BIR 
‘would work on raising P700 million in addi- 
tional revenues from the “Premyo sa Resibo” 
raffle promo. Under the program, the BIR will 
electronically raffle off receipts every week 
starting August, and allow winners to take 
home PI million each. 

The program is expected to encourage con- 
sumers to ask for receipts, and force retailers 
to issue receipts and pay accurate taxes. 

‘The revenue commissioner also said the 
BIR could raise as much as P1.9 billion in ad 
ditional revenues from its “industry bench 
marking" program, under which the BIR 
would compare income tax declarations of 
several firms, averaging the income and tax 
payments per industry, to detect tax cheats. 

‘Another P500 million may also be raised form 
“Operation Accounts Receivables,” Bufag said. 

Under the program, the BIR will allow 
delinquent taxpayers to avail themselves of 
compromise settlements. This is expected to 
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help the BIR immediately raise revenues from 
longoverdue tax liabilities. 

The BIR said it could also generate as much 
as P1 billion in additional revenues this year 
through the Relief (Reconciliation of Listings for 
Enforcement) program. Under the program, 
the BIR uses third-party sources, such as clients 
of Brms, to detect the accuracy of income decla- 
rations made by corporate taxpayers. 

Волар said the BIR could raise as much as 
?1.2billion from its surveillance effort, under 
which it monitors operations of firms suspect- 
ed of tax delinquency, and another P400 mil- 
lion from its "No Operation Retum” projec. 
Under the project, the BIR will investigate the 
validity of claims of firms that had stopped 
business operations. 

All administrative reforms mentioned are 
estimated to raise P5.7 billion in additional 
tax collection this year—an amount that 
would be enough to compensate for the ВІКУ 
P4 2-billion tax collection shortfall in the first 
five months of 

In the January-io-May period, the BIR was 
tasked with collecting P272.2 billion. But it 
only turned in P268 billion. In May alone, the 
BIR supposed to generate P62.23 billion in 
taxes, but collected only P61.7 billion. 

Finance Undersecretary Gil Beltran said 
that, aside from the measures, the BIR is also 
looking at exerting more effort to collect 
some P7 billion more from corporate taxpay- 
ers that have unsettled tax obligations. 

‘But Beltran said the amount could not yet 
be factored in the expected additional rev- 
enues to be collected, noting that the collec- 
tion of these unpaid taxes was still uncertain. 
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forking while 


By Chery! Tiu 
2U! Correspondent 


VERY NIGHT, 22- 
year-old Jasmine 
Lloren commutes 

from her hometown in 

Laguna to go to Makati. 

‘About the time when peo- 

ple are getting ready for 

bed, she works as a cus- 
tomer-care representa- 
tive for eTelecare Global 

Solutions. 

loren's working hours begin 
at 10 pm. and continue on ший 
the wee hours of the morning 
But Шогеп “day” does not end 
there. She is also а senior at ће 
University of Perpetual Help in 
Laguna, where she attends class- 
esin the morning 

Such is the Ше of a working 
student: schooling for work and 
then working for school (and 
then some)—all ina day. 

"Both of my parents don't have 
any means of income and cannot 
afford to support my studies any- 
more, Lloren said. "But T am de- 
termined to finish my studies (зо) 
I promised myself that if God 
gave me a job, Td take care of it 
and make the most of all the op- 
portunities presented to me." 

Lloren's example is typical of 
many students today. When par 
ents can no longer pay for their 
Kids tuition, young people work 
то earn enough money for their 
education. 

This is especially common in 
ihe United States and Canada, 
where young people work part- 
time while completing their edu- 
cation 

Last summer, 22-year-old San 
dra Seifert of New York worked as 
а bartender at the French-Viet 
Pamese restaurant Bao, and as a 
note-taker for disabled students 
at her alma mater, Borough of 
Manhattan Community College. 

"I moved out of my aunt's place 
(where Iwas staying when I first 
moved to New York) so need to 
рау my rent,” Seifert explained. "I 
also wanted to be more indepen- 
dent, meet new people and dis- 
cover more about myself and my 
capabilities.” 

While Seifer’s salary usually 
goes to pay her rent, bills, ood, 
transportation cards and phone 
cards (so she can call her 
boyfriend in London), the rest 
goes into her savings account. 


Business 

Twenywoyearold уап 
Chua, an incoming senior at Ryer- 
son University in Toronto, juggles 
two jobs—as a customer-service 


Aworking student 
studies for work 
and works for 
studies 


representative for Sears Canada 
and as an administrative assistant 
for an immigration lawyer while 
remaining а scholar on a ful 
‘course load last semester. 

"While Chua lives with his sis- 
ters and his tuition is covered by 
scholarship, he decided to work 
to earn pocket money and to gain 
experience. 

"Its the satisfaction of know- 
ing you're an adult now and can 
handle your responsibilities with 
organization and maturity” he 
said. "Plus, the paycheck and pur- 
chases you're going to make with 
i afterwards. | worked three 
months ata department store and 
now Tm in Manila visiting my 
family and my girlfriend 

In the Philippines, students 
who want to have jobs outside of 
the call-center industry end up 
contributing to the print media, 
designing bags and accessories, 
and photographing and styling 
photoshoots. 

Twenty.two-year-old De La 
salle Univesity Manila senior 
Angela See put up her own store, 
Sack in 50ch Avenue, at Robin- 
sons Galleria last November, wth 
her business partner Kate Chua. 
"The store sells trendy clothes and 
shoes 

“Having a source of income in- 
dependent from the allowance 
given to me by my parents is lib- 
erating,” See said. [But] so far, 
all the money has gone to my ev- 
erexpanding closet, much to my 
dad's dismay! 

So what has work taught 
them? 

“Time management is key. Lit- 
tle things like leaving your iPod at 
home so you can do your home- 
work when you're in the car or 
subway instead, can make a dif- 
ference,” See sai 

"Money doesn't come easy o) 1 
leamed to value the money | 
eamed; Seifert said. "We should 
always remember that our parents 
‘work hard to send us to school and 
we should not take our families for 
granted, financially” 

Chus, Loren, See and Seifert 
said they recommend that young 
people work while studying, just 
as long as school remains the top 
priority. 

The independence, the sense 
of accomplishment at the end of 
each day, the interaction with dif- 
ferent people—these have helped 


Fast decision. 10-year fixed. 
Rock-bottom rates. 
We bring your new home closer. 


1-year 


them broaden their horizons and 
learn more about themselves. 

"jt will definitely build your 
self-confidence and help you real- 

just how much our parents do 

eifert said. 

е same time, money сап 
be great, and you can learn how 
to balance the different priorities 
in your ife," Chua said. 

There is so much to learn be 
yond the walls of the classroom, 
and these working students are 
doing just that. They are learning 
howto ive. 
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10x optical zoom * Built-in joystick for quick and simple 
operation * Easy shooting, editing and sharing functions 


0с100 
* World's smallest and slimmest DVD camcorder* 


25x optical zoom. 
*27" LCD 
* High resolution 16:9 
widescreen mode 


See more vibrancy. See more detail. 
See more beauty. It's all possible 
with the compact yet powerful ОСАО 
which has 4 million pixels to capture 
every single detall of an image. The 
ОСАО delivers true 4 megapixel 
performance, without resorting to 

mterpolation used by some 
camcorders to boost their image quality as they have fewer 
actual pixels. Together with Canon's precision optics and 
exclusive DIGIC DV imaging processor, the DC40 produces 

Stills and movies that are richer, sharper and more stunning. 

Even with its wide range of shooting 

functions, this DVD camcorder is incredibly easy to use. 


0с20 

* 22 megapixels 

+25" LCD 

* High resolution 16:9 
widescreen mode 


осо 

+13 megapixels 
+25" LCD 

= High resolution 16:9 
widescreen mode 


shooting experience in 
every way with the DC4O. 
Where form and function 
are perfected. 


2-year 
3-year 
5-year 

10-year 
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11.25% 
11.50% 
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The World Cup, Keys Me, cinnamon twists 
and other things that are rocking our world 
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for one order Butfets and food lovers are enjoying it sis 
\ The new contender, The Philippine Sent 


Plazas Spiral, has been flexing its mus- 
cles these past weeks, serving up deli 
cious dishes In different stations. We 
EGG. EGG in Glorietta iove те pizzas, ће paa, the tempura 
бате y Tong] and the dimsum. 
has become one of our 
favorite new hangout 
That's where we go 
online, enjoy a bit of 
karaoke and order 
yummy cheese sticks. 
But our favorite thing 
to doin EGG is play 
Xbox and Playstation 
games on its big TV 
| screens. There's noth- 
ing like beating up 
your Tekken rival on. 
the big screen. 


WORLD CUP. Sure, there's no Philippine team, 
but that hasn't stopped Pinoys from getting high 
‘on World Cup fever 


BITTORRENT (www. bittor- 
ront.com). Ifyou haven't 
jumped on the bandwagon, 
You're missing alot its the 
fastest and easiest way to get А f MAX BRENNER'S 
albums, movies, and the lat- я em "CT Я NEW OFFERINGS. 
est episodes ofyourtavorite, Г 3 3 Y d E We no longer goto 
shows hours after they air. go Max Brenner ust for 
Yow 3 * - Add the chocolates. Oh 
чь : no. We go there for 
the pizzas and the 
> burgers. Checkout 
mica sorrseave—)- bonus Super mour 
ICE CREAM. Its a P10 с 5 favor. Order wth 
Sireat Check it out at FISH TYCOON. You know you're addicted when you spend aside of onion rings 
“Povivenience stores hours in front of your PC adjusting your PC's clockin order to 


and a Chocishake. 
запа your favorite cheat in the game. x Brenner Piz- 
ux The Max Brenner Pi 


zas have a diferent 


тайа! twist. The crust is 

iwrrED TEXT fiiy almost crois- 
MESSAGES, Yes. we sentite ty Under 
enjoy being аме to text " the Sea. Big Fat Greek. 

everyone (everyone : and Arugula and Gar- 

Using the same service À "T fic. But Cinque For- 

vier, natis) for maggi—fve-cheose 

free. But not tne flood pizzas our number 

af undetevably соту one. 

Jokes and sappy mes- 

sages that hit us every 

doy 


DANE COOK. This guy brought comedians back to rock- 
Star status. By all means, get your hands on his stand-up 


raved ewes = s 


KEYS ME. Viva Hot Babe Alyssa 
COPS ALONG Alano must have been dreaming of 
EDSA/AYALA. One's > fame for a long time. But we bet she 
standing in the mid | never thought she'd get famous fora 
Фе of the island with ў YouTube video (at least nota рот 
asign that says one). The past days, thousands and 
"Bllis-lisan lang thousands of amused Internet-sawy 
| po- Wethinkirs Pinoys have been watching a clip of 
Just funny that he's her botching up the song “Kiss Me” 
getting paid to just 1 ‘ona local TV show. Boo to whoever it 
there and hold was who convinced her it was okay to 
up that sign. take to the stage even if she didn't 
know the song she was about to sing. 


"THE LAKE HOUSE.” We were ready to hate it. because we loved ^I 
Mars," the Korean fim it was based on. But "The Lake House" had its 
‘own charms. We loved it, and judging by the screams inside the cine- 
mas (we've seen it twice), a lot of other people loved it, too. 


SKINNY JEANS. These '80s-in- 
spired jeans were back for a ONLINE SCAM ARTISTS. Thanks to Mult 
while, but due to their largely un- ру ала diterent Inernet forums, shop- 


flattering nature (only, well, skin- 
ny giris could wear them), they 
Quickly went out of style. Not 
ood fora nation ot predomi- 
nantly full-sized hips. 


NO FETE DELA 
MUSIQUE? Next to our 
birthdays and Christmas, 
Fote de a Musique is one 
of our most-awalted 
venis of tho year. But. 
what happened to this 
years Fete dela 
Musique? Music lovers 
want to know. 


ping online has never been easier, even it 
you don’t have a credit card. The steps are 
Simple: you choose what you want, con 
the seller, deposit the money to his or 
her bank account and, soon, Mr. Ai 
‘comes knocking on your door. Some peo- 
‘ple choose to meet up with the sellers, to, 
‘and that works, unless you ordered goods 
from an online scam artist. Watch out for 
бет (to quote Snowhite from Girl, "If 


is") Before ordering 
as received feedback rom ot 
fui buyers. 


GAS PRICES. At P43 a pop, tha А 

1o hort the country. KEVIN FEDERLINE. He's no longer job- 
less. Presenting, the spokesperson of 
Blue Marin Ciothing. Blue Marlin 


what? Exactly. 


BUSES AND THE “YELLOW BUS 
LANE," Us wath private vecies will 
very much stay off your lane... only 
you would stop swerving onto our 
lanes lke you're in some chase scene. 
in an action movie. You don't own the 
road, big ev buses. 
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Makeup's 


Mysterious beauty 


To create а flawless and base, Uchiide-san used the UV Under- 
base Mousse ай over the face. He then used Depsea Perfect Founda- 
ton fora dewy finish. 

Using Precise Eyeshadow Shades, Uchiide-san used Pressed 
Eyeshadows in M Orange 250 all over the top lid for a natural ook. He 
then used M Blue 650 and P White 900 under the lids for a simple 
eye-catching effect. 

Uchile-san used the Water Droplets pair 
new Tokyo Lash Bar. 

{ Uohlide-san topped lips with Lolishine Reflects in 348 fora natu- 

F ial and feminine pout. 

Uchiide-san ised Glow On in P Wine 23 for strong yet natu- 
ral looking cheeks, 
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IDY-COLORED. 


By Bianca Consunji 
2bUI Correspondent 
Photos by Mark Nicdao 


hand man of Japanese cosmet- 

ics giant Shu Uemura, had his 
way, more Filipinas would be ex 
perimental with their makeup. 
“Many of the women here have a 
good sense of fashion, but they 
don’t apply the same philosophy 
with their makeup,” he said. “The 
ladies should discover more looks 
and try new things.” 

Uchiide, one of the world’s top m 
artists (his work is quite popular 
national runways), is known fo 
ейге looks, but still believes in the basics: " 
believe that the base is still the most impor- 
лї part of makeup; without a good base, ev- 

erything else falls. You do 
a iot of foundation to look good; 
more, so a soft look with blush an 
can make a big difference. 


I F KAKUYASU UCHIIDE, RIGHT- 


ring (marking t 
‘of the opening of Shu Uer 

beauty boutiqu 

ter and vibrant summer colors 


"The star of the collection is, 
Shu Uemura, 
son's offering. 
contains four colors, namely Momo (peach 


 MAKEUP'SICA 
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makeup and skincare 


low 


ed the Amber and Nature Palette' three eye- 
shadows together for this year's sun-kissed look. All over the 
lid she used the Nude shade with the darker Sunset on the up- 
per lids for contrast. And on the undereye she used the Azure 
shade for high impact. 

LIPS: Хело topped lips with Lolishine Rouge in 948. 

CHEEKS: Xeng used the Coral lush Glow On from the palette 
Тога natural bronzed flush. 


Base makeup is very impor- 
tant, but put only what you 
neod. А common mistake 
that many women commit is 
to put too much foundation. 
in places where they don't, 
need it—the tendency is fü 
the skin to look chalky and; 
unnatural. What matters В 
the shade of foundation and 
the way you apply it. Ever $ 
outyour skin, do nol cover" 
it E 
Beautiful makeup starts with 
beautiful skin. Investin 5, 
skincare and always make. 
sure you remove every bit ot 
makeup before going to 
sleep. " 
“The undereye and cheek. 27 
area are the most importaht 
parts in makeup applicatio. 
it's the biggest area of your 
face, the one that people ro- 
tice immediately. Make sure 
to keep the skin there cleaf + 
and that the circulation 
сойо geta natural, ros = 
flush. 

Stay away trom concealer: 5 
that is too light as it looks”: 
grayish. Match your соп; 
cealer and foundation as 
much as possible. 

Don't contour your face in ч 
hopes of looking thinner. " > 
Achieve a thinner face by 7 
drawing your eyebrows cort, 
rectly. 

Do not putyour blush on thé 
apples of your cheeks un- 
less you want to look fatter. 
Apply blush just under the 
apples, but softly—you 
don't want to оок severe. 
Blush should be pot whore. 
the jaw and skull meet; the 
natural line of your cheeks 
where you should put blush. 
Try to experiment with 
trends. Makeup shouldn't 
always be metalic and 
shimmery, and lip color 
shoulda’ always be gloss. 
Try matte once in a while, 
ine your eyes with colored 
iuid eye ner 
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‘Entertain 

i yourself 

while stuck 
in traffic 


By Niño Mark M. Sablan 
2ЫЛ Correspondent 


HEN YOU ARE STUCK IN 
traffic on your way to school 
and sleep won't come or yo 

iPod is simply not enough to rid you of 

boredom, here are some inside-the-car 


activities that might 
justdotherrick. Count 
how 


© Come up with 
a phrase using the 
letsers of other cars 

many 
Ellen 
Lising 


plate numbers. 
> Invent meet- 
billboards 
there are 


ings/situations or 
provide dialogues 

or sing 
along 


for шшк drivers, 
with Vina 


families and bus 
passengers that you 

Morales 
on her 


софе across. 
* Make goo-qoo 
eyes with cute pas- 
sengers. 
* Count how 
many — 7-Eleven 
stores or Ellen Lis- 
ing billboards there 
are from point A to 
point B. 
Enerva 
radio 
ridiculous novely SpOtS 
songs and discover 
how many you know by heart. 

* Sing along, learn or memorize ex- 
tremely cheesy love songs or ridiculous 
novelty songs. 
* Pick out the best radio ads and jin- 
gles (| nominate the Enerva ad making 
ood use of Vina Могае vocals.) 


* Take a picture 
of hilarious posters 
Месе 


and signage with 
grammatical errors. 

* Tune intoara- 
dio station that 
plays extremely 
cheesy love songs or 


By Gmeleen Faye B. Tomboc 
2bU! Correspondent 


тк MOST STUDENTS, YOU 
Гете 

шег zoning ош m бош of 
ИТҮ and ring our Май fom all 
thing serous. Jou tink you need 
sone шй up forthe sar of yer ane 
йет year et elasses, why no join your 
Sols debere cub? 

A T learned fm watching the Be 
cute Imer Collegiate Debating Cham 
Sons (DO, debates are an eec 
Br way to шеп speaking and aa- 
Deal dos And pede yen ies do a 
Жеш way t шее different 
Pope emali walks fife 

Vin projectet the Universo the 
milies Debate очу and tsp 
рек e ШОС i now on ith year of 
йш tuper debaters fum al 
over the Phippne. Around 300 par: 
Span converge in UP Diliman, with 
Sale cong om a Far mwa ai: 
бао Srt Universi Marawi and 
Ateneo de Davao 

Wh tops rang Коп “Should 
consensu cannibalism be legalized?" 
fe “Shoud de зу communi ree 
e gay cowboys debut in mainstream: 
medal. dis years toumamen was s 
тшеп as was Батаар 
fad seen a debre since las joined 
one tuc yeu ago, but il recog: 
dme amie Deer 

Сай нр of UR winner the IDC wo 
years ago, and Franco Lara of Un 

Seo santo Toma, veran ofthe 
Word Universities Debaing Champ 
bis were on and as adjudicators 

The oma Ain Puttamenan- 
wer sil the same. Two tems wih 
Mre members each squared off for one 
тоша Each team was given oniy about 
So minutes to prepare ra given topic. 
Speakers were gren seven mimis 
SIS to deine бе problem, present 
Src argumens and белей their op 
ponent cases 

fal te ile debaters could sand up 
and ише puis ot information during 
бе speed of тег opponents Нишу 
tach eam woul ge fs reply med 
Senay abated adjoin 

tach ofthe 52 ратара teams 
went tough seven of these unda 0 
Seine fhe top 16 teams. Over te 
esi з more reus were eliminated, 
Те тр ewe teams ended up debating 
for 1 rushing rounds each. Imaging 
ang al day foresight dae 

Thadtexpected the debating com 
пишу Бе so tight iat, though 
Even as opposing ans practically 
Bened fre, rod thes eyes and 
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LIFESTYLE 


FAREWELL hugs 


heckled each other during the IIDC, 
these same debaters could be seen 
good-naturedly exchanging high-fives 


in between matches. 


Halfway through the week, partici 
pants partied the night away at Dish, 
with Stonefree in attendance. On the 
last night, they all trooped to Celebrity 
Sports Complex for the farewell dinner. 


Mock awards like Oldest Dinosaur and 

ost popular couple 
were voted on. Also, the atmosphere 
mo longer garbed in suits and high 
heels, but were in short sleeves, mini- 


‘even an award for: 


ed. Del 


was now more. 


skirts and sneakers. 


Champions 


Eventually, Ateneo romped off with 
the championship. The team of Sharmi- 
la Parmanand, Lisandro Claudio and 


Charisse Be 


ment" 


and Cyris Ng of UST settled К 
place. Sha 


onship Round. 


Warming wp for school? 


Deal with your bills in one shot 


— rns матни ea ANZ 


MSs: 


Simply fill out the BILLS2PAY 
enrollment form from any Metrobank branch 
and fax to 8-700-927. 


2% 
Мм? 


PLDT 


Touching Lives 


By Leslie Ann C. Tan 
201 Correspondent 


into school mode? Still dreaming about 
the beach? 

Well, its time to hit the books. Warm up 
your mental muscles with the new phe- 
nomenon sweeping the Internet, bookstores 
and even invading daily newspapers. les an 
addicting craze called Sudoku. 

Sudok comes from a Japanese translation. 
meaning "only single numbers allowed." 

Tes hard to trace when ће puzzle was first 
invented, but it grew in popularity in 1997 
when a retired judge from New Zealand con- 
vinced The Times of London to publish it in 
the daily. 

the Ist World Sudoku Championships 
over in Italy just last March, Sudoku is on its 
опе the classic crossword puzzle. 

as being "the" puzzle of this generation. 

The rules are simple. You start off with a 
9x9 grid. Each row, each column and each 
quadrant (3x3) must contain the numbers 
опе through nine. 

No need to do any math. Its just pure 
straight logic. While the simplest Sudoku puz- 
zles may take justa few minutes to solve, the. 
advanced ones may take days. 

Can you do sudoku? 


Е INDING IT HARD TO SWITCH BACK 


romeo successfully defend- 
ed their affirmative stance on the mo- 
tion "This house believes that national 
{sm is the enemy of the anti-war move- 


John Reilly Baluyot, Eric Javel 
second 
ila also took home the Best 
Speaker award for the whole tourm 
ment, while teammate Charisse was ad- 
judged Best Speaker for the Champi- 


‘Also awarded was Celeni Kristine 
Guinto of UP Diliman, who will repre- 
sent our country in the English Speak- 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21,2006 


alotof 
arguing and 
heckling 

in a debate, 
but even 
more 


partying 


ing Union International Public Speak- 
ing Competition to be held in London. 
(the same event which Patricia Evange- 
lista won two years ago). 

At the end of the tournament, the. 
participants lingered оп, hugging 
their new friends, exchanging phone 
numbers and promising to keep in 
touch. Nicolo Cabrera, tournament di- 
rector, thanked sponsors like Load 
Central and Promoting English Profi- 
ciency together with English Is Cool, 
Coca-Cola Exporters Corp., and SPI 
Technologies. 

But in the end, his biggest thanks 
went to the debaters themselves, who 
spent months in training and a week of 
za their precious summer vacation just to 

take part. As the tournament demon- 
strated, debating may not just be a way 
to tune up for serious schoolwork, but a 
way to gain new friends. 

If you're interested in debating this 
school year, log on to htpj/de- 
bate.uvm.edu/default.heml, or contact 
your school's debating organization. 
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Makeup's latest treats 


From 


and gold), Yuzu (citrus with silver pearls), 
Bamboo (matte green) and Kyoho (blue 
grapes) 

‘Also worth trying out is the Sheer Lip Pencil 
Trio, which contains three lip gloss pencils ca 
new development in makeup—in shades of 
Botan pink, Vermilion red and Akebono 
bei 

‘Want to be extra playful? Check out the 
Shimmer Kits in Bronze and Glitter, which 
contain mini face powders packaged with 
Lustre Gel, I's the best way to extend your 
summer tan without spraying on tanning so- 
Jutions. 

‘And in ine with opening of the Tokyo Lash 
Bar, Shu Uemura has also included a new de- 
sign for lashes, mimicking the look of water 
droplets caught on your lashes. 

Finally, fans of the Depsea Water sprays 
will iove che latest variants, also inspired by 
citrus, bamboo and flowers. The Depsea Wa- 


a 


ter sprays are a good pick-me-up with their 
delicate scents and skin-saving properties. 

Stili fresh on counters is the Amber and Na- 
ture summer collection. Again, the star of the 
collection is the palene, which contains a 
palette with three eye shadows (two neutral 
Shades, plus one blue) and a pinky-coral 
blush. Also worth checking our are thei liq- 
uid eye liners (which dry to а smudge-proof 
vinyl finish), lipsticks and nail varnishes. 
Kakuyasu Uchilde, chief makeup artist of Shu 
Uemura, shows ЖИ! readers several wear 
able but glamorous looks with the Amber and 
Nature collection and the Tokyo Lash Bar, 

For this shoot, Uchiide demonstrated his 
signature makeup style (classy, clean and 
wellthought of) and shared some makeup 
tips for 20U readers. "Veer away from the 
norm," he advised young makeup buffs. "Nev- 
erbe afraid to ту anything unusual.” 


Email the author at biancaconsunji@ya- 
hoo.com 
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dunking with 
his All-Star 
signature 


iat 
aves The Day. „ 


For iiu 
With the tally now at the ongoing NBA firals at 3-2 in favor of Miami, there is no stopping Dwyane 
Wade. Wih a total of 121 points in the last three games, Wade proves to be Miami Heats deadly 
Weapon Ever since his drafting from Marquet, where he was avast player, Wade signed up with 
Converse as its endorser in autumn 2005, the first Converse Wade signature basketball shoes was in- 
this marking Wade's Tong term parmership with Converse. Listed below are 
1 Some of the notable press that Dwyane Wade has been receiving. 
Dwyarie Wade's 24- hour 

зе немотьокатона s © member of che Miami Heat, rhe diminutive guard (well, he's generously listed at six feet four, 
Ferial MW but tacs stil more or less iny by NBA standards) В considered tobe one of the best young basketball 

day's work. players in the world, Actually hes deemed one of the best players, period. regardless of age 
“John Gonzales, American Way 


Thats when Wade, playing with five fouls and CA 
conjuring memories of Michael Jordan's playoff = 
miracles, decided it was ime for him to take over, 

Associated Pres 


Wade Ох in White/Gray 


Of all Dallas’ problems, Wade is on top 
of thelist. 
-Associated Press 


Nobody should be talking about LeBron James or Carmelo Anthony. They should be talking about 
Dwyane Wade. Its а crime, James rates as an average NBA player. That's good since very few rookies rate 
that high. But Wade's a real impact player for Miami. He ranked 21st best in the league in terms of changing 
the chances of your team winning a game. We don't care if you never score а point. If you make plays and 
help your team win, you don't have to score." 
-Wayne Winston, professor of decision sciences, 
Indiana University Business School and co-founder of WinVal, 
acomplex set of mathematical formulas designed to rate the efficiency of NBA players. 
Dwyane Wade in a Black. 
Wade is famous enough now that, —Á— upper see 
just like big-body, big-personality 
teammate Shaquille Oe 
deemed worthy of a 
moniker. And his is unquestionably 
cooler than Shaqs. Wade goes by 
Flash, same as the comic-book char. 
acter, the one too fast to see, too agile 


to stop. You can't fake the funk and 
still have people name you after a su- 
perhero, dig? 
-John Gonzales, American Way 
Miami Heat guard Dwyane Wade 
will top the league's best-selling jer- 
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-Darren Rovell, ESPN.com 


Twelve months 
ter his breakout р 
formance in the p 
season, — Mia 
Dwyane Wade ha 
made an ewn 
bigger jump: 

to headline. 

act ofa ваг. 
studded 

NBA Finals. 


-Chris Ballard 
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Special PROJECT 


ofp id 
vate sector money to the Global Fund to Пе Chuck Taylor АШ Star Alri omage to the p md Y 
fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. Mudcloth Shoe (available in This shoe will “kick off” an entire se- 


» culture 


ries of Converse RED Collection shoes. 
Bono said, “Philanthropy is like hippy desi 2 i reativi- — Converse RED will officially launch in 
music, holding hands. Red is more like ka ty of the artist, awell-known ће United States for Holiday 2006. The 
ik company states it will "continue to in- 
spire originality and freedom of thought 
Converse enthusiasts and be- 
yor 


CONVERSE UNVEILS NEW OFFERINGS 
CONVERSE PRODUCT DEMOCRACY 


Athletic and action-sports companies are em- 
bracing their inner Van Goghs. 
Hoping to offer an edgy product, several players 
are partnering with emerging artists to add some 
pizzazz to their collections. For many, it's a more 
avant-garde way to connect with trend-conscious 
consumers than with mainstream designer deals. 
Converse, for exampl ching a series for 
spring 'O6 that features its classic Chuck Taylor sil- 
houette with uppers designed by contemporary 
artists Tiffany Malakooti and Nate Van Dyke, and 
printed with each artist's rendition. 
These are part of Converse's Product Democra- 
су collection, where the classic shoe maker went Designed by Tiffany Malakooti these were printed 
Gut and found local artists to design their own from an original colored pencil drawing, and in- 
Chucks. So basically imagine everything you know side reads, “Жагат, you are my liv 
bout your favorite pair of Chucks: the fit, the sil- case, liver means, “reason for livin 
hhouette, the awesome colors—and then imagine here—even the circular logo on the 


them printed with incredible colorful graphics. “where you left it —yet better, somehow. 
aa wk was А printed le colorful grapi you left it —yet better, somehow. 


CONVERSE 
CHUCK TAYLOR 
SLIP-ON 


The classic Chuck Taylor, with a 
little something different. It was the 
standard footwear for decades of 
basketball players as well asthe Ra- 
mones, and all in all i's pretty much 
the perfect sneaker. Now you can 
have the same style with the comfort 
of a slip-on. This version of the All 
Star has frayed, a deconstructed can- 
vas upper and.. are you siting 
down? NO LACES. The tongue is in- 
stead sewn up with elastic goring for 
easyon, easy-off functionality 
White rubber outsoles with signa- 
сше black striping all the way 
around and an extra layer up at the 
toe, plus the patented rubber toe 
cap. Soles are gum rubber, for grip 
and comfort. Metal lace grommets 
and logo patch on tongue finish off 
this sneaker for the ages, updated for 
the new age. 


ing actor Philip Seymour 


CHUCK 
TAYLOR 
PREMIERE 
иын А 4 ;. COLLECTION 


Chuck Taylor is continually evolv- 
ing. Recently seen on the likes of Os- 
car-winning Philip Seymour Hoff- 
man ("Capote") and talk show host 
Ellen de Generes is the recent incar- 
mation of Converse's most popular 

t The sithoutte is slimmer 


Hoffman 


pression of sexiness. The Chuck Tay- 
ler Premiere collection is the must- 
haves this season. 
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Converse 
Shangri-la Plaza, É 
[| 5th Lever. 


Converse's Tessie Lee, Purefoods Chunkee Giants’ James Yap, Ping Dela Fuente, Owen Lee, Sandara Park, Managing 
Director Margie Go, John Pratts inagurating Converse Shangri-la 


Converse 
Shoppesville, 
Greenhills 


Jane Kingsu, 


tps E 3 * reative 

converse, the iconic American shoe brand founded in jj 3 IO | a 1 Yee 

1908 by Marquis Converse, unveils two new stores in with М | E 

the Philippines. The simultaneous openings of Converse 5 | \ 1 Manadlang, 
Shoppesville and Converse Shangri-La Plaza Mall is а testimo- Bf Converse” 
ny that the market's demand for Chuck Taylor All Star is still f mpa ES 
unquenched. The shoe line created in 1917 and named after а 
Converse's first brand ambassador, 
Charles “Chuck” Taylor, has so far 
sold almost a billion pairs ever 
since its inception. Recently, Mia- 
тїї hot guard, Dwyane Wade, to- 
gether with Chicago „Виш. Kirk 
Hinrich and Raptors Chris Bosh, 
joined Converse as its new en- 
dorsers, joining an illustrious ros- 
ter of basketball greats that have 
worn Converse such as Bob Cousy, 
Wilt Chamberlain, Magic Johnson, 
Larry Bird, Karl Malone, and recent 
Philippine visitor, Dennis Rodman, 
among others. 

Converse in Shoppesvill is located at the 
heart of Greenhills Shopping Center, а shop- 
ping haven whose popularity for both local 
and foreign shoppers dates beck since the 
1805, Recently, the shopping complex has un- 
dergone a major makeover to keep up with 
the changing times, New stores have opened 
up around the vicinity and expansion plans 
are underway. Converse completes the stellar 
brands that"have set up shops in recent 
months and Converse Shoppesville sells noth- 
ing but the original Chuck Taylor All Star and 
Converse Dwyane Wade basketball shoes. 

Converse Shangri-La Plaza, located at the 
fashionable fifth level of the upscale and 
tony mall, is living proof that discerning 
shoppers demand only the best and could 
tell the genuine fashion finds from phony 
ones. Shangri-La Plaza is at par with the 
best shopping destinations in Asia and Con- 
verse's presence in the mall will serve the 
needs of sneaker enthusiasts. The lates 
2006 spring/summer as well as fall/autumn 
collection is already available in the store. 
Present during the opening were PBA player 
James Yap, box-office star Sandara Park and 
PaB Celebrity Edition” housemate John 
Pratts, together with Converse managing 
director Margie Go, Dan Mindanao, Kim 
Sia, Baby Galang, Tess Cham, Ping Dela 
Fuente, Owen and Tessie Lee. The event was 
organized by Converse PR Jake Ramirez. 

Tor more information and updates about 
Converse, log on to wwiconverse.com.ph or 
you may visit Converse stores in Glorietta 2, 
Shangri-la Plaza, Shoppesville Greenhills, АЙ 
Mall, Festival Mall, Tutuban Mal, Ever 
Gotesco Commonwealth. 


Converse's Dan Mindanao, Margie Go, 
Baby Galang, Ping dela Fuente, Owen 
Lee. 
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'ATeMo, E DON'T WANT 
Te едт ANY Меке, 
PopsicLes. 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


THE FIRST 
DAY OF SUMMER. 


You CAN'T Quit 
Now! Rememser, 
WeBoy! we're 


Popsicues witt Нег? 
US вет USED Te THE 
MoUNTAIN'S 508-2060, 


aram моно. 
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BY DANIELSHELTON 


ACROSS 


‘YOU BORN TODAY: You're quik 


Leave out 


1 
5 Michael of “A 
Fish Called 


Wanda" 
30 Finest 


Me Thnk b! 


14 "Flesque" 


composer. 
15 First name of a 
„йге? 

16 Cedar Breaks 


E^ 
17 Ripening agent 


18 Flirt segment 


18 "Otelo" 
conspirator 


20 Та пон 
neoph 
23 Tietactoe 


outcome 
24 J. Hancocked? 


25 "Cabaret" 
director 
28 Pe 
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35 Check fig. 
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= hindsight 
39 Complain 
^4 Lunch iocalo 
42 Overtake 
43 imense 

Interrogation 
46 Chureriian 
п Flavor 
48 Squealer 
49 ОВ Dilor 
51 Расса joke 
53 "Tho Raven" 

13 Thunder god 

21 Low agrs 
22 Al'atuter 
25 Parveulars 
26 Nebraska cty 
27 Landing area 
28 More aloof 
29 Сошшу east of 


i 
зо Hagar’ dog 
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ве Bogs 
'67 Cubic meter 


70 Sundues 
71 Polanski бт 
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2 Creche figures 

3 Rover of The 

3. Sopranos" 
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эро and a need to express them. Socaly you's тч. mag- 
‘ec and fai of charm Tes year could be one ol he esi years of your 
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LIBRA (зей. 23 1o 
ба. 22р The San at 
gh mon your 
un now acs Mo 3 
Deacon vansmdung 
your mme 10 me 

‘word People notce you! Bosses, 

ViPs and parets turk һу oí 

уо (Mak he lora i wort) 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 te 
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Difficulty Level Ж Ж Ж 


HOW TO PLAY 
SU DOKU 


Answer to previous puzzle. 
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Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 
109, 

Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 
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